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To the READER. 


Hriſtian Reader , how be it the continued infirmity 
of this Authors body, wherewith it pleajed God to 
excerciſe him, might juſtly have excuſed him from 
taking pen in hand to write, eſpecially in buſeneſſes 
of this nature, his deſrre being, as himſelf teſtified int 
his life time, to finiſh this laſt periodof Br life with more com- 
fortable meditations then to follow controverſies: yet did he la- 
bour to his power, yea, and as I may ſay,beyond his power, to en- 

force himſelfe, even in his decayed health together with his other 
neceſſary labonrs,to diſcover the frand and falſhood of the adver- 
ſaries : amoneſt others he judged theſe Anabaptiſts not the leaſt, 
which occaſioned this enſuing genfurc; Another nerer inhabitant 
thas the former Author was one Mr. Paget, that lived in the 
ſame City 'y him, being a chiefe leader to another (Congregation 
there, who being of a quarrelſome 61 peption and envious hear- 

ted towards 'Mr. Ainſworth, aud the trath profeſſed by him, 

having unjuſtly picked quarrels againſt him : afterward without 

his privity while matters were debating ( not imitating Do@or 
Reynolds to Hart.«lihough he highly commends.him,p.367. ) 
publiſhed a Book againſt him, laying to his charge things which 
he knew not, even groſſe untruths and palbable reproaches, ma+ 

king diverſe jalje charges upon him, as if he neither ſhamed nor 

feared to be Satan inſtrument to blow abroad whatſocver envy 
and malice had ſcraped together, in likehhoo4 expeFing no 0- 

ther reward then gratifying the world by the Goſpels diſgrace in 

our ſubverſion 5 yea,labouring through his ſides to ſmite the Text 

# wh fe, which 1 truſt Mr. Ainſworth hath well cleared himſelf 
in that little advertiſcment publiſhed in his life time with thoſe 

Fooks of Moles, beſides a particular anſwer to his Booke he had 

well begun, and had finiſled long before his de#th, had not his 
A 2 infirmity 


infirmity of body hindred. But now time permits not to in« 
ance particulars, but leaving ſo wnneighbourly, yea, ſo unchri- 
ſtian an oppoſite to the Loyd for judgement, Twill adde a word 
. or two touching the — of this Treatiſe enſuing, which was 

at the requeſt of ſome ( whoſe minds the Anabaptiſts would 
cumber with their errours ) to ſhew his judgement on the afore- 
ſaid Booke. Now as ſome were aſſanlted that would yct give 
10 way or entertainment to thoſe errours, yet other-ſome that 
had ſtood in the truth a long time were perverted. The know- . 
ledge of theſe things comming to this reverend and judicious 
man Mr. Henry Ainſworth, he ſoore drew ont this Anſwer, 
and ſent it by a friend into England, to reclaime ( if God ſaw 
it good ) ſuch as had erred herein, and gone aitrayby raſh and 
inconſiderate zeale beyond knowledge, and through the grace of 
God to preſerve ſuch from falling as yet ſtood: this be font for- 
the preſent, purpoſing if the Lord continued. ſome competent 
health and ſtrength, to reviſe, and ſo to make mare perfed this, 
which then ſhortneſſe of time in reſpe@ of the Meſſengers great 
haſt, could not be afforded, and ſo to make it publick in this 
Sprizg ; but the Lord having prevented this his purpoſe, by ta- 
king him to himſelfe, he now Kbps his labours. Tet find- 


ing the matter may, through the bleſſing of God, be profitable to 
his people, it is thought fit not to keep theſe bis laft Iabours in 
matters of this nature, in ſilence, but that it come to the publicke 
View, for the good of them that are ordained to lafe.. And ſo.1 
wiſh thee to farewell in the Lord.. | 
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Cenſure - upon a Dialogue of the 
ANABAPTISTS, intituled, 
eA Deſcription of what God hath prede- 
ſlinated concerving M 4 XN, &c. 


EXSTyFing requeſted by ſome, whoſe minds the Anabap- 
ll ciſts would cumber with theic errours, to ſhew my 
d H<ILY judgement on their foreſaid Book; I have ſet down 
BPRS 61 theſe few obſervations. | 
| | Inthe fuift part which they intitle of Predeftinati- 
< Ag on, they commit a double fault ; Firft, they confirm 
| not by holy. Wrat their. own dodtrine: for in the 3? 
page of their.Dialogue, they deſcribe Gods Predeſtination out of 
their owne head,not one Scripture brought to prove that they ſay ; 
neither can they juſtiie by Gods Word, that their deſcription, 
wherein ſom things are erroneous, ſom ambiguous and ſophiſiical, . 
til they be cleared. Secondly, . they abuſe and calumniate the do- 
arine of thoſe whom they call Calviniſts, and would father upon 
them abſucdities, crrours, .blaſphemies : taking advantage upon 
ſome harſh phraſes, concluding againſt them worſe things then 
either they ſpake or meant ; paſling over the explanations to be 
ſeen in ſundry of their works, which will clearc them of the errors: 
that'theſe men would inforce upon them. | 
The differences which they make(in p.4. )berween the Calviniſts 
do@rine and theirs, are fraudulent and injurious. As between Al” 
things,and all good things: where firſt theſe Anabaptiſts do differ from 
the plain Scriptures which teſtitiethat all things were created by 
Chrift,Col.x.16.and withouc him was not any thing made that was: 
made, 1 Joh.1.2, 2. They cannot be ignorant but that we hole all 
ings: 


- A Cenſure upon a Dialogue 
things that were made to be very good, Gen, 1.31. ſo this difference 
they forged out of their idle heads. | 

The ſecond & third ditterences, as that the Calviniſts ſhould ay, 
Whatſfoever is done ( murther or the like ) commeth from God; and that 
God 4s the principall cauſe and author of all things, appointing, all things 
to the one part and to the other, damnation as ſalvation, vice as vertue. But 
the Anabaptiſtsſay, WYhatſrever good is done commeth from God, but no 
evill things that are done 3 and that God is the principall cauſe and author 
of all good,and df ſatvation to all men : but the devill-is the author of all evil. 
In theſe differences they ſer downe ſome errour,with calumny and 
ſophiltry. 

Errour it is to ſay,God appointed not Damnation as ſalvation : 
wherin again they proclaim themfelyes different from holy Scrip- 
ture.For damnation being a work of Gods juſtice upon the repro- 
bares(as ſalvation is a work of hisgrace toward his elc& )Jcommeth 
from God, and is by him appointed ; as theſe Scriptures;plainly 
teſtify, Mat. 25. 41. Jude, v.q. 2 Pet. 2.3. 9. Rom. 9. _-. 

Thar any of us ſhould ſay,murther and other like vitescomefrom 
God, 8& arc appointed by him,is injurious ſophiſtication.” Wehbld 
not God to be the principal] cauſe,or author of any evilavicÞ fin, 
but only ofevil asit is condign puniſhment for fin, attordimg te 7- 
ſa. 45.7. Ames 3.6.concerning murther and other like ations, we di- 
ſinguiſhderween theaRtion as it is natural, and as it is morall. All 
ations as they are meerly naturall, are of God : for in him we live, 
«nd move,and have our being, A&.17.28.without him no man can move 

' his hand ro fmite his neighbor. Asthey are moral,Gods providence 
' concerning them is twotold:for as they are vicions & ſimfully don, 
God doth them nor, but ſuffereth chem ſo te be done; as they have 
in them reſpe& of jaftice and puniſhment, ſo God doth,appointeth, 
commandeth them to be done: As,the defiling of Davids Concubins, 
being conſidered in the finfulnes of it, proceeded from Ab/oloms wic- 
ked tuft; and Achitophels wicked couniel, 2 Sam.16.21,22. thus God 
did it not, but ſuffered ir to be done. But conſidering it as a puniſh- 
ment or chaſtifement for Davids {m,the Scripture tel}s us, that God 
took Davids wives and gave them to Abſolom, and God did this thing, 
2 $M, 12.11, 12. * : 

The murdering of the Iſraelites by the Afyrians,of the Jews by the 
Babylonians,was a very tinfull ation done by theſe Heathens; & thus 
God ſuffered them to doe ir:Bur as it was a juſt puniſhmenr tor his 
peopters iniquity,Godſent thole heathens againſt the hypocritical nati- 


M, 


ex, Iſa. 10.5, 6. God cauſed the Jewes to fall by the Sword, he made 
er#ſalem deſolate, he himſelfe fought againſt them with an out- 
firetched hand he delivered them into the hand of Nebuchaduezzar;he 
repared deſtroyers againſt them, he gave them into the hands of 
thoſe that ſought theirlife : the Babylonians were his Servants, whom 
he ſent and took and brought againſitheLand ; though thoſe Hea-. 
thens for their iniquity in doing this, were afcerward puniſhed, Jer. 
29.7, $, & 21.5. 7. & 22.7. 25. & 25.9.13, Other examples many 
arein the Scriptures,how theſe ations which men did moſt finfully, 
God did the ſame a&ions by thoſe evill men,moſt juſtly : either for 
| wry upon Reprobartes, or for chaftiſement and mercy unta- 
tschoſen. | | ; 

They inveigh againſt us,as teaching that God decreed that Adam could P 
not but ſinne ; that God commandedhim not to fin, and yet decreed that he 
fbould not fonne, 

Anſw. They proceed in wronging in us. We teach not that God. 
decreed (in hould be done, ochermith then by ſuffering it to be don. 
He never decreed either to doe fin,or to command it to bedon, or to 

ove it being done. Neither did any decree of God force Adam to 
ne, he miglit have avoided finnin ithe had would: but he would 
not comtinue in obedience, he ſinned willingly. 


Further, they feign us to ſay,that though God by bis revealed wil com- Page 5; 


manded Adam net to ſin, yet in bis ſecret will be decreed he ſhould fin. 
Anſw.God neither openlynor ſecretly decreeth or willeth fin,as fin : 
for he is not a God that hath pleaſure in wickedneſle, P [alme 54, 
They keep their wont therefore in calumniating us. Alſo they err 
in refuſing the diftin&ion between Gods revealed & ſecret wilwhere.- 
by we underſtand not two wills in God,but oneand the fame will ; 
partly revealed, partly concealed from us, and ſecret according to 
, Dent. 29. 29. By his revealed will or commandement God would: 
have Abraham to kill his Son, Gen. 22. by his fecret will ( not then. 
revealed to Abraham, but afterward ) he would not have him killed. 


They goe on, and would prove, that God did neither decree, nor lay page 7: 


any neceſſity on Adam to tranſgreſſe. But they labour in the wind, and 
would prove that which we confes,yet in their proofe lurketh error: 
for they affirme, that Godleft not Adam unfurniſhed with any thing that 
might ſupport him in that eftate in which hecreated him. For this they bring 
no word of God,but broach their own fancies. Adam was unfurni- 
' ſhed of Gods gracious help to —_ him when he was tempted- 


for wanr of it,he willingly yielded unto Satan-: by it, be might and: 
would: 
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would have reſiſted al tentations;even as the ele& Angels having this 
grace, are ſupported fo as they ſhall never fall. Adam indeed was fo 
tucniſhed-of God, that nopowter'or fraud of Satan conld have van- 
quiſhed him, nnleſſe he himſelf would voluntarily yield : which he 
did, and therefore had no excuſe for his fin. But God (ithe had 
pleatcd:)could have ſo confirmed his wil in good, could fo have ſup- 
ported him with grace in tentation , thathis will ſhould not at all 
have declined to evill. This God did not,becauſe fo it pleaſed him ; 
and he was not bound togive Adam moregrace, then that which he 
had beſtowed on him, which was ſo great, that no power of Devils 
could have prevailed, if the man had not willingly fallen, DS: 
| Theyproceed to manifeſt twothings; Firſt, of Adams ſtate, Fiz. 
Page 104 That God could not make him otherwiſe then be made him, that is mutable, 
Ti: abletoobeybirprecepts ; but not unchangeably good. 
 Anj.Notto reaſon ofthings too high for us,how God could have 
made man : I grant'that men and Angels,andall creatures are chan- 
geable: and that Adam was able to obey all Gods commandemenrs,if 
he had would ; but this proveth not that he was furniſhed withall 
things that might ſupport him! in that good eſtate : for he had not 
ſpecial grace from God to ſtabliſhhis will in good ; which the Lord 
could have done, and then Adamhadnor finned: Whereas they adde, 
God did not decree and force bimto ſin, weſay the ſame, and they fin- 
tully wrong us to impute ſuch blaſphemy unto us. 

2. The ſecond thing they would manifeſt is, That many things be 
done againſt the will of God. : 

Anſw. This as it is ſet downis falſe ; for it was the will of God to 
ſuffer Adam to fal.clſe he had not tallen.: & God willingly ſuffereth 
all the fins done under the Sunne; for if he would not ſuffer them, 
the creatures could not doe them ; But underſtanding by Gods will 
his commandement,or his approbation z ſo it is true,that too many 
things aredone againſt Gods will, andthis they need not goe about , 
to prove, for none ( 1 thinke) denyethir. : | 

- But they ſcoffe at the diſtin&ion between the ation and the {m of 
the a&tion,and call it meerly a fabulous riddle; and ſay,the ſubtilty of the 
riddle is this, that in is nothing : whereupon they preſently interre 
that Malefattors are pnniſbed for nothing. Ponds 

Anſw.Had they not a better faculty in deriding then in diſputing, 
they would not have called it a fabulous riddle.1 have before proved 
that all a&ions of men as they are naturall, all motions inward or 


outward are of God, A@.17.28. Again, I have proved that the _ 


2 Sam. 12, 17, 12, 

Shimet's finne when he curſed David; his 
Gen-20..3.6. 

eny Gods 


- 


Page 
Ii. 


Pare 13. 


cn 


f UJ 4 LF0 0 JUS 


would have reſ-ſted al tentations;even as the ele& Angels having this 
grace, are ſupported lo as they ihall never fall. Adam indeed was fo 
turnithed of God, that no power or fraud of Satan conld have van- 
quithed him, anletle he himſelf would voluntarily yield : which he 
did, and therefore had no excuſe for his ſin. But God (it hc had 
pleated )could have ſo confirmed his wil in good, could ſo have ſup- 
ported him with grace in tentation, that his will ſhould not at all 
have declined ro evill. This God did not,becaule fo it pleafed him ; 
and he was not bound to give Adam more grace, then that which he 
had beſtowed on him, which was ſo great, that no power of Devils 
could have prevailed, if the man had not willingly tallen, 

They proceed to manifeſt two things ; Firſt, of Adams ſtate, is. 


IO, That God could not make him otherwiſe then he made hima, that is mutable, 


able to obey his precepts ; but not unchangeably good. 

An).Notto reaton oftthings too high tor us,how God could have 
made-man : I grant that men and Angels,andall creatures are chan- 
geable: and that Adam was able to obey all Gods commandements,if 
he had would ; but this proveth not that he was furniſhed with all 
things that might ſupporc him in that good eſtate : for he had not 
ſpecial grace from God to ſtabliſh his will in good ; which the Lord 
could have done, and then Adamhad not ſinned: Whereas they adde, 
God did not decree and force him to ſin, weſay the ſame, and they fin- 
tully trong us to Impute ſuch >laſphemy unto us. 

2. The ſecond thing they wouid maniteſt is, That many things be 
done againſt the will of God. 

Anſw. This as it 1s ſet down is falſe; for it was the will of God to 
ſufter Adam to fal,clſe he had not fallen : & God willingly ſuffereth 
all the fins done under the Sunne; for if he would not ſuffer them, 
the creatures could not doe them ; But underſtanding by Gods will 
his commandement,or hisapprobation ; ſo it is true,that too many 
things aredone againſt Gods will, andthis they need nor goe about 
to prove, for none ( | thinke) denyethit. ; 

- But they ſcoffe at the diſtinion between the aCtion and the [m of 
thea&ion,and call it meerly a fabulous riddle; and ſay,the ſubtilty of the 
riddle; this, that (in is nothing : whereupon they preſently interre 
that MalefaGtors are puniſhed for nothing. ERC 

Anſw.Had they not a berter faculty in deriding then in diſputing, 
they would not have called it a fabulous riddle.l have before proved 
that all a&ions of men as they are naturall, all motions inward or 


outward are of God, A.17.28. Again, I have proved that the atti- 
ON8 


of Gods Preaeſtmatioy., 


| ons;of A{hriaand Babylon, werejuſt and. holy a&ions as God did them, 
but wicked and finfull as men performed them ; therefore the ation, 
and the 1inne ofaQion, are rightly, and needfully diſtinguiſhed; ſecing 
Gods hand is in the one, but not in theother, That ftinneis no ſub- 
ftantiall thing, is plaine, ſeeing all things were made by God, Jobr 1. 
2, but finne he never made, it is a vitious quality infecting the good 


things that God made,and corrupting their aftions.And thus though | 


finne be not ſimply nothing, yet it is no ſubſtantial! ching, Their de- 
finition of finne, that it is a thought, word, or deed contrary to the will of 
God; is no perfe& definition, for there is an hereditary hnne from 
Adam, which all have,before they can either doe,or ſpeake,or thinke; 
of which point we are to treat anon. Their inference that they which 
hold God to be the author of the deed which is ſinne, hold him tobe the au» 
thor of ſine, is denied and before diſproved : we know God was the 
author of the deed of ſending Foſeph into Epypt ; partly to try and 
humble Foſeph,partly to provide for Facobs Family, P ſal. 105. 17. 1g. 
Gen. 45.78. yet was hee not author of the finne commirted in ſending 
him 3 that was of the Patriarkes, moved with envy, Ads 7. 9. 


They charge M. Knox with wide-wandering , and large®laſphemy, for Page 1 55 
aſcribing tothe providence of God,what ſoever the Ethnieks attributedto 16. 


fortune ; their reaſon is this; who knoweth not, that unto fortune the Eth- 
nickes dfcribe all perver ſe and peſtilent wickedneſſe ? | 
Anſw. Herein they wander from the trath,and blaſphemeit ; Gods 
providence extendeth further then to ſuch things as he himfſelfe is au- 
thor and'doer of; it extendeth to all the moſt horrible ſinnes in the 
World, which he willingly ſuffereth to be done, and -provideth in 
what manner and meaſure he will ſuffer them co be done, and by his 
wifdome knoweth to bring good -out of the worſt and moſt finfull 
deed: could Adam have been tempred to finne, if God had not given 
Saran leave to tempt ? could he have fallen if God had not left him 
tohimſelfe ? was not Gods providence in Abſoloms horrid finne when 
he defiled his Fathers Wives, ſeeing God forerold it, and in the man- 
ner of it, before all Iſrael], and before the Sunne, 2 Sam. 12, 11, 12. 
Gods providence ſuffered Shimei's finne when he curſed David; his 
providence kept Abimilech from finning in defiling Sarab, Gen. 0. 3.6. 
Toconclude, it is neere unto Atheiſme and Epicurifme to deny Gods 

providence in any the leaſt thing or ation, be it good orevill. 
But theſe men Inferrce worſe matter, asking whether any thing may be 
ſpoken more repugnant to the nature of —_ contrary to his word, &Cc.then to 
(ay 


TY 
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doe by the force and compulſion of his predeſtination, 


Anſw. Bold calumniators, which would make the world believe * 
wee ſay ſuch things as we abhorre to think : in how many books ' 
might they have ſcene theſe things denied and refuted > We teach that | 
{inne is ſuffered of God, not done by him, nor decreed, wjlled, come . 
manded, much leſſe compelled : all that finne'( whether men or De. | 


vi]s ) finne voluntarily, of their own will, for which they mighc all 


in juſtice be damned. God'tempreth no man toevill, much leffe for- + 
ceth or-compelleth any to evil}, am, 1. 13.So they anſwer unto,and '} 


would refute their own fictions. 


\ They affirme that we ſay , What ſoever God fore ſeeth be willeth,, and : | 


cannot but come to png they anſwer, That God fore ſeeth all things, 
£00d andevill,but | 
zet al things come not to paſſe Ow of neceſſity. =; 

" Anſwe+. They {till dally and deceive by generall and ambiguous 
termes. [f they underſtand by Gods will, his permiſffive will, or wil- 


ling ſufferance;ſo we ſay all-things good or evill cometo pale by his | 
will : bat if they meane GodseffeRive of approving will, ſo-we hold 


that he willeth nothing butgood. The ſecond we teach nor, that all 


things therefore come to paſſe becauſe God fore-knoweth them : his 


fore-knowledge impoſeth no neceſlity on things.: but withall wee 
teach,that whatſoever God fore-knoweth ſhall be,that.muſtneeds be, 
elſe his knowledge ſhould not be certain and infallible:but they come 
to paſſe by other cauſes then his bare fore-knowledge.Theſe diſtinRi-. 
ons obſerved, their reaſons deduced from Scripture are ſoone taken 
away. 

They plead,that God fore ſeeth the death of a ſinner,and the cauſe thereof, 


viz. bis: wickedneſſe.; but willeth it not z as Ezek. 18.32, and 33.111 | | 
will nof the dyath of a ſinner, but that be returne and live. Chrift fore-ſaw ' 
the deſtruftion of Jeruſalem, yet hee willed it not, for hee wept , &v. 


Matthew 23. 37: 

Anſwer.They doe not well to ſhuffle together, Death,and wickednes 
the cauſe of it : wickednefſe God willeth permiſſively, ſuffering it to 
be done : Death he willeth effeRtively,infli&ing it on obſtinate ſinrere.. 


Secondly,they erre in denying abſolutely that God willcth the death 


afa finncr,clſe how could God judge the world? To k1ll for finne is 


ſay that God puniſh the man with-bell-torment, for doing thoſe things which | 
be bimſelfe had predeſtinated, ordained, decreed, determined, appointed, willed }. 
and compelled him to doe, and that which a man cannot chocſe, but muſt need; | 
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willeth onely good:and though he fore-knoweth all things, | | 


by 
RY Ps -- RR 2 eden. Bk oo.  dEom.. 


« | 


a_ 


" aworkeofjuſtice,as to pardon finne is a work of mercy;God wiileth 


D! 10 "rea fATTOB. 


his own juſtice and worke rhereof,, who but he createth the evill of | 


pane? Eſa.45.7. Amos 3.6. Who but he-prepareth death and 


ell for finner$ ? Matth:w 25, 41. and did hedoe this againſt his will 2 


© TheScripture in plaine words ſaith of Elies wicked fonnes; They hear-. 


kened not, 8c. becauſe the Lord would ſlay them, 1 Sam. 2. 25. Whereas 
therefore Ezekiel (faith, God would net ſiuners death, it cannot be meant 
abſolutely or in all reſpe&s ( for then it ſhould contradift the other 


Scripture) but conditionally or comparatively:* it liners repent he , ,, .. .. 

willeth not their death;or he willeth not theird.ath ſo much as their ep1ineg 

repentance;But if the wicked turne not, then (the Propher faith ) God in Exek. 

3  whetteth bis ſword, bendeth his bow, and proved & bim the Inſtruments of 28. 21, 

;F -- death, Pſal. 7-12, 13. So Chriſt wou] | 

-'} © they would have come to him ; hut becauſe they would not, ke - 

' - would make i; IR, as ery _—_ Dan. 9. 26, w; : 

44  ., They would: prove that all things come-not to patie of neceſſity, Paze 18. 

a5 to wit, becauſe of Gods fore knowledpe. Fe WW 


not Jerdfalems deftrufion, if 


- Anſwer, They labour in vaine to prove that they need not;, Gods 
fore-knowledge layeth no neceſſity chat. the thing muſt be done, by . 
forceor compulſion:Yea Gods will alwayes layeth no ſuch neceſſity, 

he willeth ſome things conditionally, , which: are not cffefted 


- unleſſe the condition be obſerved, as he woulda ſinners life, or death 


notconditi , if he returne to God ; he would the deſtruftion of 
Niniveb;:-but conditionally, except they repented. Other things God 
willeth abſolutely, and thoſe. muſt needs come to oh, for none can 


+ refit or hinder his abſolute will, Efa. 46. 10,11. Job 23. 13. Pſal, 33. 
10,1, But foraſmuch as God certainly fore-knoweth all things = 


- ” 


{all-be, whether good orevill, in this reſpe& all things come copaſſe. 
ofineceſſity;otherwiſe God in his fore-knowledge wigh be deceived; 
but as neceſſity meaneth violence, force,compulfion ; ſo all things are 


4 ' notof neceſſity, but many are of the yotantary will of the Creature, 


Therefore theſe adverſaries deceive their Readers in anſwering Texts 
of Scripture alledged : for ſometimes they father antcuths on. us, and 
withall ſometimes ſpread their errors: As when they ſay,ln theſe atti- 
ons, (namely, Shimer's curſing of David, and the like ) there were evill, 
nmely, curſing, envie, pride, deceit, now the controverſie js ( ſay they ) who 
Pas the firſt cauſe of this curſing, envie, pride, deceit. 
rinſw. They would make controverye where none is: wee believe 
that all finne is originally from the companregyad none from the Cre- 
2 ator, 


27. 


| Page 26, ſchiing delulions upon Reprobaces, 2 The. 2. 11, andi the like; they 


mw gy p_ 
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' Page 29, ator. S0when they would conclude: from our DoAtrine, that 


ſhould be moft to be blamed, for forcing of neceſſity by his decree ; Satan 


to-tempr, and man ro conſent and a& it: they thew themſelves to be |. 


calumniators : wedoe not hold that ever any creature was,is,or ever 
ſhalt be forcedofneceſity by Gods decree,to conſent unto,or to aRany fin. 
. -And here Jet the prudent Reader obſerve,how theſe men themſelves 
can Jiſtinguith when they are driven to it: for (in Page 24, 25.) 
confeſſe God made them that are now Devils, and continueth the li 
of, and being of men and devils ::alfo in ( in-Page 26. Ythat theſeDe- 


_ + vilsand men ( the inſtruments that aft wickednefſe Y aregood « they 


are-from God, yet the ations ( they ſay) of thoſe inſtruments, the fins 
cannot, be good from God.''' Yn hy 
vils and men were Gods good creatures;the.. 


"caught, rhat in him wee Tive,, arid move; and bave our being, Att 19. 28, 
'by {aid chey not that Godcontinacth chidir moving alſo? Was is 


_ adthitted to diffistion('wt ' Aniabaptifis call device > ): 
FaHEht isthat the a9iv413 ofthole inftrutiients cannot” hom Gods: 
or whatſorver is from God is goothand all ations av they ave mheere. 
ly natjitall, arefrom OCodin whom we live arid' move.” Againe, all 
a&ions which God (cither for tryall, chaſtifement, orpanithment ) 
doth by evill inftcimpents; they are morally good in refpe& of God) 


t {-45q61finfullydone bydevils and men, 


asthey are mif-domgon done byd 
aremorallyevill; and thas Ged doththem nor; bue onely ſu 
chem to be doneamiſſe. * * RAG; 

Naw for Gods ſending the HfFiaiabalift Thaw, Tſaich'10.:5;6. bis 


fay it waghototherwiſe then by ſifferinig;and they would prove it by the 
devils words to Chriſt, ſend #116 the Swine , Markey. 13,” which a- 
nother Evang<lift ſetrerh downethus, Suffer us ts poe, Go. Mat. 8. 31. 


' Heretipon they inferre, thar Gods ſ&zging is nothing bur ſuffering ts 


© 


this caſe, _. | - Bm 
ref, Thiey contlademibre then the Scripttre reacherhefor chongh 
ſuch ſendhg be ſafitiig; "Yer te Fllotrethno#; that ſuch ſending ts - 


wothing 


4 


| 


F nothingbut ſuffering: thereis more in ic then ſo. For the puniſhing of 


Tirael by Aſbur, E{a. 10. was an aQt of juſgice for (their finnes : an, {0 
is the ſending of delu{ton, in 2 The. 2. a worke of Juſtice; therefore a 
good worke, And if God did not doe theſe things, but onely ſuffered 
them ; then the good workes of Juſtice are done by wicked men and” 
,_ devils; andthe Devils ſhall be good doers, and God a ſufferer onely 
of geod to be done. The proof they make (hew of from comparing the 
.Evangelift,heweth what ſtrangers they are in the book of God, When- 
ſundry Prophets or Apoſtles repeat the ſame things,ic is uſually wich 
ſome change and difference of words: not that different words are e- 
quiyalent, one meaning neither more nor lefſe then another , but of 
different meaning,and larger extent oftentimes,to teach further mat- 
tex... Fhat which one Evangeliſt calleth Faſting, Marke 2, 19, another 
. ,.calleth Afourning, Matth. $, 15. yet are not theſe two one, though of- 
. ten joyned together. To drinke with the drunken, Matth. 24. 49. 
Which its explained ; Todrinke and to be drunke , Luke 12. 45. two 
ſpeeches are notalwayes the ſame; for a man may drinke with the 
ES yet-nac be drunke himfſeife: tn 2 Chron. 5, 4. the Levites 
tooke.up-the Arke: 1 Kings 7. 3. it is ſaid}, the Priefts rooke up the 
Arkezthis expoundeth the former;for though all Prieſts wereLevites, 
yetall Levices-were not Pricits. In 1 Chron. 19. 9. the Syrians world 
- nothelpe the 4mmonites:in 2 Fam, 10.1 9.it is ſaid;they feared to helpe 
them yet arenot.theſewords'of cquall force and extent : for ſome 
. may beunwilling to helpe though they be not afraid. The Propher 
ſaith, rejoyce greatly O daughter of Sion, Zach. g. g.the Apoſtle alled- - 
. geth it; Feare not Odaughrer of Sion, 5 12.15, The Prophet faith, 
the-Gentiles ſhall ſceke, Eſa. 11. 10. the Apoſtle exponndeth it, the 
Gengiles ſhall ruſt; Rom. 15. 12. and many thelike; where to make 
"one of the words no more in force then the other, were to doe open 
violence to the Scripture. a 
 Andtehatall may ſee that ſending is more then ſufering,the very ſame 
Hiſtory which they alledge doth convince them ;for the ſame devils at 
the ſame time delired Chrift thache would nor ſend themaway out of 
the Country ,Mat.5.10. bu in Like'9.31.it is aid;they defired that he 
would not command chem to goe ont into the deepe. If theſe mens rea«- 
fons be of weight, ſending is no move then [#fering : this reaſon hath as: 
much weight, char ending is nv leſſe then commanding. Now betwixt 
commenting and ſuffering them(tlves (| ſuppoſe ) will confeſſe there is 
ſomerinies a great difference, Buc why doth che one Evangelift ay, | 
B'.3 ſend - 


| Page 29. 


litious dejjre to hart the creatures, & to-procare envie againſt Chriſt, 


<Y this reſpe& he ſuffered them. Secondly , bur as it was Chriſt juſt 


puniſhment on the coverous Gadarens, and tryall of them ; whether 


they loyed their ſwine more then him and his Goſpel;in theſe reſpe&s 


Chriſt not only ſufered,bur ſent the Devils into the ſwine;and the De- 
'vils were his Servants to doe what he would have dane. The like is to 
be minded for Gods (ending the Aſſyrians and Babylonians with ſword 


_ to kill, and thedevils with delufions to deceive the reprobates,and o- - 
ther thelike, 1 King, 22.19, 20. 32, 23» 


This is further manifeſted by the example of Chriſts death, touching 
which ( wharſoever the Scripture ſaith ) theſe men doe deny that God 
vinted, or decreed, that the wicked ſbould betray or murther 


determined. apt | | 
hin;otherwiſe then by ſufering them ; which if chey ſpake in reſpe& of 


the finne anely,we would grant,but being meant of the ations dohe, 
it is againſiche expreſſe Scriptures, which ſay the Fewes took and cru- 
cified him,being delivered by the determinate Counſell and fore-k:ow ledge 
of Go d; AA. 2.23, and that both Gentiles and Ifraclires were gathered 
together for to doe whatſoever Gods band and his counſel pretleſtinated, 
( or fore-determined ) tobe done, Afts 4. 27, 28, Now Gods Counſell 


_ and Pred:ftination,that a thing ſhould be done,is more then bare per- 


miſon,and his hand being init, ſheweth him. to be an Agent in this 
worke. God out of his love ſent and gave his Sonne for us, Fob.3.16, 


17, it pleaſed the Lord tobruiſehim,and put him to gricfe,Eſa.5 J-l "5915 
m, 


and Chriſtlaid downe his life of himſelfe, no man tooke it from 
Fob. 10,18. he powred out his ſoule unto death, Eſa.53.12. he offered 
up himſelfe a ſacrifice for our finnes, through the eternall $ iric,high. 


27.and 9.14. Theſe and the like ſayings in Scripture, teach us more- 


of God in Chrifts death, then a bare ſuffering,Gods goodhand was in 


it for our redemption, and not onely the wicked hands of them that 


{infully crucificd him. 

Whereas they tell us,Chriſt might bave been ſlaine without ſinne, for God 
might bave appointed ſome to ſacrifice Chriſt, as be did Abraham to weriſce 
Iſaac,&c.They ſpeak too preſumptuoully in Gods matters ; will chey 
xeach him another or a better way to effte& his own purpoſes, then 
himſclfe hath choſen ? But what would they inferce upon ir ? if God 
had decreed that Chriſt ſhould have been {laine by holy Angels ; they 


would not then deny ( 1 ſuppoſe ) but God ſhould be an agent " his 
| 08 


ſendus; and another ſuffer w? Not toconfound theſe two as one, but - 
' to teach us two things. Firſt,that as it was the Devils finfull and ma- 
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Sons death. Now that God decreed he ſhiould be {laine by evill 


Pr Goas Fredefinalion, V"e © 


gels, and hands of wicked men ; and his Decrees and Counſels muſt 


Rand, P/al. 33. 11. his prediions muſt needs be fulfilled, 4#, r. 16. 


is he nor therefore an agent in Chriſts death ? Shall he be reſtcain- 
ed:from viing any of his creatures ro doe his good worke, becauſe 
they through theic own corruption and malice doe it ( and cannot 
but doe it) amiſfe ? Or ſhall their mi doing which is-in them vo- 


- Juntary, and not cauſed of God, be imputed to him ? Let men ſpeak 
" and think of God with more fobriety : and though our dulneſſe can- 


not comprehend how Gods good hand can be in theevill ations of 
wicked men, and he not partaker of their lin : yet let us not deny 
that which God plainly .teacheth , but rather lay our hand on 
our mouth, and confefſe we have uttered that wee underſtoed nor, 
things too wonderfull for us which wee knew not , Fob-40. 4. and 
L Nelaft reaſon which they pretend to anſwer, is ſuch as dazleth 


" the adverſaries eyes. The Sctipture faith, the Jewes could not believe, 
* becauſe he ( the Lord ) blinded therr eyes, and hardned their beart, that 


they ſbould not ſee, nar underſtand, and be converted and bealed, Joh.12. 3g, 
a0. Alfo che Lord faith, Twill harden Pharaohs heart ; 'and bee ſhall nst 
Geer ketfanto you; that I may lay my hand upon Fgypt , &c. Exod, 7. 3,4, 
They anſwer, to the firſt, that by comparing To 9. Mat. 13. 14. &c- 
AF. 28. 26. &c. It is manifeſt, that they winked with their eyes, leſt-they 
Puld ſee : for which cauſe God gave them up to that reprobate ſenſe. To the 


An- 


Page 32, || 


lager they anſwer, That Pharaoh harded his ( own ) heart, Exod.g. 3 4. Page 68. 


and God bardned bis beart ; and (ſs the bearts of the wicked ) by giving them 
up to Satan ( who worketb hardneſſe of beart againſt God ) and to their own 
bearts hardneſſe, and luſts, to vile affections, and to reprobate mindes, P (al.$ 1. 


| T1. and Rom. 1. " 26. 28. 


Anſw. That the Jews winked and would not-ſee,that Pharath hard- 
ned his own heart,and wouldnot let Tfrael goe,is true. That for theſe 
cauſes God gave them up to their own luſts, &c. and to Saran, is alſo 
true. Thus farce wee agree, but to the force of our reaſon they an- 
fwer nothing at all. For in theſe workes of blinding and bargring, 
there is more then Gods bare permiſſion; they did it, and Goddid it ; 
they ſinfully, but God righteouſly, juſtly rewarding their ſfinne. And 


thus the enemy condemneth himſelfe, For he that for {in infliteth 


puniſhment, doth a good work of juſtice , and ſuffereth ic not onely 
to be dane : but God for lin blinded the eyes, and hardned the hearts 
ot 


ians3. the De iblilieg eat beading, .* 


| ': God waz a doer( a$2 juſt Judge Jand nota den 23 while- 
ceehiey plasdat: *Berweenheſe two there is a great difference. The 
. ZGreekes tooke Soſthenes and beat him betore Gallives Judgemenc feat: 
| here Gallo ſuffered them onely 5 caring for none of thoſe things, 
AA.18."15, 16, 17. Paul and Silas were beaten and impriſoned by 
_ - the Magiſtrates commandement, Ad. 16.22, 23. hereahe M iſtratcy 
Not onely ſuffered, but were agents alſo-in their beating _— 


Ainners, 1 King. 22, 22. When he giveth finners 


to a probate 
——_ Rom. Le 24+ 26.28. then ( deceiverh, Gods ardneth in ju 
| ent, anddoth not onely'; | vith bh 


£ priſon, Luk. »2. 8. 58, he ] ork FM by _ erat bim 
_ the Lon. og dabreretheril oers to Satan'to be chete deluge their 
; 


our wo pore how-God in his wikdome 
Hitherto of Predeſtination. 
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2 Of Eledion, 


LEZ HEY proceed to ſpeakeof EleQion ; where after they have ſet 
00a they think $ 

perk their own dodrine, viz. That Chriſt came to cure all men 

hn ry da ang but with a bitter medicine , that is , that wee muſt deny our 


. eine, cannot he cured ; but ſuch as receive it are cured, Againe , That they 


are 


—_- © 2 


ſoning, though. they did it by other wicked mens banks So God: 
when he commandeth Satan to goe and deceive, or harden wicked - 


ood themſelves) what our opinion is, , 


ſelves, take up his crofſe, and follow him. So many #s refuſe to wo, wn mes 


ms ce = 
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of Gods Fletion. 13 


are elected who do put on Chriſt,and that our eleftion dependeth upon this conditi- p,,., G 
on,according, to the Scriptures,the Lord choſeth to himſelfa righteous man, &they i k. 2M 
that were not Gods people ſhal be his people ,&c.if they (eek righteouſnes by faith, 25. 29. 
ard theſe are the elett according to the elefion of grace. Elefion (they ſay)is not 

of particular per ſons,but of quality : all perſons are Gods generation 3 and NYP-T15. 
thoſe perſons in whom he findeth faith and obedience of his meer mercy, thoſe ag, 1 
per ſons be elefeth to ſalvation, for the quality be findeth in them 5 which be 28, 2 * 
himſelfe bath wrought by his word and ſpirit, which they might have reſiſted, 

but did not, but ſubmitted to the rightesuſneſſe of God; and this is Gods pur- Rom. 8.29, 
poſe of elefion before the world was, and theſe are' they whom God knew or ac- 
knowledged before, And for Gods decreethey feigne it to be thus, 7 
will cauſe all Nations to be taught ( by Chriſt ) and ſo many of them ( being all 
called ) as doe not hehave them ſelves as they ought, I will cau ſe to be puniſhed, 
andthe reſt 1rwill bleſſe and make happy. This is the dorine of blind Ode- 
gos the guide;and ignorant Ereuntes the Searcher anſwered, I oe thinke it 
ſo to have been, 

Anſwer. Very ignorantly and erroneouſly have they propounded 
ther opinion, with ſometruch mixing much error, that the blind may 
lead the blind into the ditch. Ir is true, that ſuch men as they deſcribe 
are Gods ele&: it is alſo true, that God hath wrought theſe good 
things in them by his Word and _ But falſe it is, that our eleQti- 
on m upon this condition ; Falſe, that elefion is not of particular per- 
ſons, but of quality. 'Falie it is (and thwarting their former ſpeech ) that 
God eleeth thoſe per ſons in whom he findeth faith and obedience : for before 
ele&ion no ſuch perſons are to be found among all the Sons of Alam. 
Falſe it is, and an abuling of the Scripture, to ſay, 'that God chooſeth to 
bimſelfe a righteous man, Falle it is to fay ( inthis matter ofele@ion ) 
that al/ per ſoris are Gods generation, Briefly, the whole 'tenour of their 
deſcription of Gods ele&ion is perverſe and erroneous, 
 Forfift, no Scripture telleth them that our ele&ion to life, depen- 
deth on this condition, of our faith and obedience, Faith and obedi- 
ence are the ctfet ( not the cauſe) of our elc&ion, and are conditicns 
following cle&ion, not going before it ; as it is written, as many as were 
ordained to eternall life beleeved, Afis 13. 48. teaching that Gods ordai- 
ning to lite ( that is his eleftion)) went before their beleeving; bur theſe 
men invert the order of God, and would teach, that ſo many as be- 
leeved C before-hand ) were ordained to lite. 

Secondly, the Apoſtle teacheth ns, that whom God fore I new, he al- of 
' ſo did predeſtinate to be conformed to the Image of his Soune, _ 

C 29.10 


Page 41. 
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3 areeleded who do put on Chriſt,and that our elefiin deth upon this conditi- Page 24 

* on,according to the Seriptures,the Lord choſeth to bimſelfa righteous man, &they be ke 6: 
that-jpere not Gods people ſhal be his people &-e:if they (eek, righteou ines by faith, 25.29. 
arid the ſe are the eleft according.to the eledtion of grace." Elettion (they ſay )is not 


I | of particular \per ſons,but of quality > all perſons are Gods generation z and $99-I1-5. 


thoſe perſons in whom he findeth faith and obedience of bis meer mercy, hoſe ag, iq. 


' 2 hep ons be elefeth to ſalvation, for the quality be findeth in them 5 which be 28, 29, 


| bath wrought by bis word and ſpirit, which they might have reſiſted 
_ but {ulmitted to the righteouſneſſe of God; xdth is A cok Rom.8.2g. 
poſe of eleTionbefore the world was, andthefe are' they whom God knew or ac- 
knewledged before, And for Gods decreethey feigne it to be thas, 7 —"- 
| reigns 40 be taught ( by Chriſt ) and ſo many of them ( being all © 41" 
as doe noffighave themſelves as they ought, I will cauſe to be puniſhed, 
andthe reſt 1 will bleſſe and make beppy. This is the dofrine of blind Ode- 
gos the nn ignorant Ereuntes the Searcher anſwered, I doe thinke it 
þ Anſwer, Very ignorantly and erroneouſly have they propounded 
ther opinion, with ſometruch mixing much error, that the blind' may 
lad the blind intothe ditch. Ir is true, that ſuch men as they deſcribe 
are. Gods ele&: it is alſo true, that God hath wrought! theſe good 
things in them byhis Word and Spirit. But falſe it is, that our ele&i- 
on dependetb upon this condition 3 Falſe, that elefion is not of particular per- 
ſow; but of quality, 'Falſe it is (and thwarting their former ſpeech ) that 
God eleFeth thoſe per ſons in whom be findeth faith and obedience : for before 
eletion no ſuch perſons are to be found among all the Sons of Adam. 
Falſe it is, and an abuſing of the Seriptuare, to ſay, 'that 'God —_— to 
bimſelfe a righteous man, Falſe it is to ſay ( inthis matter ofele&ion ) 


4 that of perſoris are Gods generation, Briefly, the whole tenour of their 


deſcription of Gods eleQion is perverſe and erroneous, 
 Forfirſt, no Scripture telleth them that our ele&ion to life, depen- 
deth on this condition, of our faith and obedience. Faith and obedi- 
ence are. the ctfe& ( not the cauſe) of our eleQion, and are conditions 
following cle&ion, not going before it ; as it is written, as many as were 
ordained to eternall life beleeved, As 13. 48. teaching that Gods ordai- 
ning to life ( that is his ele&ion)) went before their beleeving; but theſe 
men invert the order of God, and would teach, that ſo many as be- 
leeved ( before-hand ) were ordained to lite. 
Secondly, the Apoſtle teacheth us, that whom God fore. new, be al- 
' ſo did predeſtinate to be conformed to the Tmage of his Soune, — 
| C 29.10 


29. ſo that our conformity to'the image of Chrift, our fairh, obe- 
ence, bearing of his Croſſe, &c.is that whereunto (not that where- 
fore ): God: predeſtinated or choſe us. This is moRapparentby 
the words following, whom be did predeſtinate, them he alſo called, and 


* whom be calledthem he alſo juſtified, and whombe juſtified, them he alſo. 


glorified, Rom. $. 30. So then, glorifying commeth after juſtifying 3 
Cling after calling; calling after redeſtinating or chooſing 
unto life : and theſe graces are not before 99 IEG or cau- 
ſes ol ir, as theſe adverſaries would perſwade. - * 

Thirdly,itis written,that God bath cboſen us i Chriſt before the foun- 
dation of the world, that we ſhould be holy, and be predeſtinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Fe ſus Chriſt, Eph. 1. 4,5.ſo that our holines, and 
our adoption are things that we are choſen-unto, anddo follow e- 
le&ion;bur are not the things going before, and which-we are cho- 

ſen for, becauſe God findeth them in-us, 

Fourthly,Paul reacheth us,that God juſftifieth the ungodly that believe 
in him, Rom. 4 5.now thoſe whom he juſtifieth, he did chooſe & pre- 
deſtinate before, Rom. 8.30. therefore he choſe the ungodly, the un-- 

righteous; that they may be made godly, righteous, and holy; 

through his grace. But theſe men ſay, God chooſeth a righteous man, 

whereas the Scripture ſaith,there is none that doeth good, no not 6ne,there 
is none that underſtandeth,none that ſeeketh after God, Rom.3. 10, 11. ſo 
that if God ſhould chooſe the righteous onely,none at all ſhould be 
choſen. They ſay, it is according to the Scripture, but they ſhew no 
Scripture that accordeth to their ſaying. If they intend, P/al, 4, 3. 
the Lord bath ſet a part ( or ſepardted ) bim that is godly for bimſelfe ; 
(for 1 know not elſe what Scripture elſe they ſhould mean) they 
are deceived, and would deceive ; for David ſpecketh not there of his 
ele&ion to life, but of his being ſer a part to theglory of the King- 
dome of Iſrael, which kis enemies would have turned to ignominy: 
neither uſeth he the word ofeleFion, but of ſetting apart ( or ſepera» 
ting after a marveilous ſort ) which word is uſed for Gods adminiftra- 
tion towards his people,atter they are ele&ed & cal'*d, as appeareth 
in Ex. 33. 16. &11.7. yea,and it igapplycd to buir beaſts, which 
are nor partakers ot the cle&ion that we treat of, Exod. 9; 4. 

Fifthly, Moſesteacheth Tſrael,that God gave them not inheritance 
in the earthly.Canaan(much lefſe in the Kingdom of _— their 
rephteouſnes or upriphtnes of their hearts, Deut 9.4,5,6. he telleth them, 
hecan/e God loubd their fathers, therefore he choſe their ſeed after thems 
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Yent. 4.37. But theſe nien would -perſwade, thatbecanſe men deny 
ne a take up the croile end follow Chriſt ( thac is, as 
they are righteous and holy ). therefore God chooſerh them to in- 
herit Heaven. » 

- Sixthly;becauſe all men areby nature or creation the off-ſpring, 
or gcheration of God, AF.17.28. theſe men'wonld conclude;that e- 
le&ion ro eternall lite, is not of particular per ſons, but of quality : as if 
our firſtnaturall birth, and vur iccond ſupernatural birth were all 
one ; or, becauſe all perſons are of God by creation, thereforeno 
perſons (or all perſons ) arc of Gudby regeneration, and by ele&i- 
on. But it is palpable error to confound things ſo different. 

They proceed in their error, and ſay, All men to whom the Goſpel is Page 42. 
preached were elected to ſalvation in Chriſt ; not atually, for they could not 
be afually.choſen before they had attually anypeing, but in the eterng{] pur- 
poſe of God upon the condition afore- ipoken. - 

Anfwer, Their firſt aſſertion is againſt truth, againſt reaſon. It 
is not true that all tro whoin the Goſpel is preached, wereele&ed to : 
falvatioff in Chrift, no Scripture ſaith ſo : we are taught th: con- 
trary by As 13. 46. 48. where the Goſpell was preached to many, 
but all that heard ic were not eleAed to ſalvation ; for as many as 
were ordained (that is, cle&ecd ) to eternall life beleeved; bur all be- 
Teeved not; therefore all were not ordained ( orelefted) to life. A- 
gain ſt reafon itis to ſay,all are «lc&cd ; for eleQion implieth a lea- 
ving or refuſing of ſome ; where all are taken, no choice is made. 
Their ſecond ſaying is, all were eleed not attually ; becauſe they had 
nobeing ; but in Gods eternall purpoſe, the aQion is in God, nor 
in man ; and his purpoſes or decrees are his ations ; and if 
| before the foundation of the world, God elefted us in Chriſt, as 
the Apolſt'e ſpeaketh, Epheſ. x. 4. then were we aQually choſen be- 
fore we had naturall being,though Gods choice had not effe& in us 
till we had being: But whereas they adde, upon the condition afore- 
ſpoke', It is an error beforerefuted. 

Objc&. But o f the ele Paul ſaith, Ye were without Chriſt without God 
in the world, Ephel. 2. 1. ſo they were not then really and particularly 
elefied. 

An(w. Howlſoever they change their tearms, their reaſon is not 
good, They were not without God or Chriſt in reſpe& of Gods e- 
le&tion, which he did before the world was made, Eph. 1. 4. bur in 
G2 reſpect 


* 


” #17 


reſpe& of thelr finfail eſtate and anbcliefe; before chey were called; 
they were without God, ' - 


'2, Obje&: But the Apoſtle ſaith, After yee beleeved,yee were ſealed with 
the holy Spirit of promiſe, 8c. Epheſ. 1.13, 14. Bia 3415 
ur uk Whar of this ?Could they hor be eleFed of the Fathea be- 
fore they were ſealed by the holy Ghoſt} Gods eletion was Fefore 
allrime, Epbefians 1 .q.cheir calling and fealing by the Spirit,was in 
time 3 but they would confound elefion and ſealing igno- 
rantily. - . 
-'% "Cot. Rom.9.25. 1Pet.2.10.1 will cal themmy people which are- 


not 


e,8&c: If we'were attndlly, really and purticularly choſen be fore 
the day ther were we dlſo Gods people,and could not at any time Oy 


wot to be hje people. E ne 
Anfw. fre againetheygonfound Gods eleftion with his calling, 


' whichis che manifeſtation of his eleftien by theeffe&.Gods pre- 


deſtination is beforehis calling, Rom. 8. 30. Sothough th 
not bſs people by calling, they were his by cle&ion.Ic is evi 
Afts 18.10. that many ia Corinth were Gods people 
were'called or converted on es maps, ſanCified, and or- 
dained'to' be a Propher, before he was formed' or borne, Feremiab 
wa and can wee thinke hee was not then. alſo choſen to 
life 2 


were 
tby 
blfore they 


, They fay, The Apyſtles medning is,that we are firſt particularly choſen: 


when we receive or put on Chrift ; for God onely chooſeth where be findeth 
faith and obedience to the Goſpel; "and rejeHteth where theſe are wanting. 
Herein they wrong the Apoſttes, who neither ſpake nor meant, as 
theſe men ſpeake. It is ſhewed before from As 13. 48.thatelefion 
gocth before faich ; ſo theſe men erce tirar pur it after ; they pervert 
the order ſer doyne in Rom. $. 3o..whiles they make men'to be firſt 


called, EG eee 3 and then predeftinated unto life : They 
negle& Pauls. do&rine,that God choſe us before the world was,that 


we ſhouldbe holy :. and teach new dodtrine of Antichriſts deviſing, 
that God choſe us becauſe we were holy. Butto follow them in 
their do&rine; Godchooſeth none ( they ſay.) but where he fin- 
deth faith, Where doth God find this, ſeing he hath ſhut up all in 
unbeliefe? Rom, 11. 32: Faith is not of our (elves, it is the gift of 
God, Fpheſ. 2. $.ſothen he findeth not faith in his cleR, but giveth 
them faith; and if they fay ſome will not beleeve,and them God re- 

| jeceth ; 
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je&eth ; ſome will beleeve, and them God ele&eth; 1 demaund 
whence haveany this will to beleeve ? If they anſwer,of themſelves 
and their owne power; -the Apoſtle:xellecth us the contrary ; It is 
God that worketh in us both to will, and to doe, of his good pleaſure, Phil. 2, 
23.: Now Gold giveth not all men-chis will to beleeve and obey:for 
ſome cannot beleeve x oh. 12. 39. ſome are reprobate concerning faith 
endevery good worke, 2 Tim. 3.8. Tit.1.16, 1f God would give all men 
alikegrace,he could make all men willing to beleeve and obey;buc ” 
this he doth not,forin ſome hegiverh a new heart and a newſpirit, 
and takes away the tony heart out of thefleſh,Ezek.36.26.ur other 
ſome he hardeneththe heart,that they cannot beleeve, nor turn un- 
to him, Fob. 12. 39, 40. Themyſtery of his Goſpel God bidetb from 
ſoine, and reveateth to other ſome :even fo, for ſo itſeemed good in 
his fight, Mat. 11. 25, 26. He hath mercy on whom he will, and- 
whom he will he hardencth, Rom. 9.18. 
© By this which hath been ſaid,all vhar love the truth may ſee,that 
all men to whom the Goſpel is preached, are not ele&ed to ſalva- 
tion ih Chriſt, as theſe corrupters of the Goſpel teach : neither 
can all men believe or obey, becauſe God gives them not ſuch- 
Some refuſe indeed willingly, and they periſh juſtly : ſome 
{ who naturally are as bad as others, andhave hearts of ftone, nas 
offleſh ) are changed; new heartsare given them, faith and holines 
are wrought in them, and ſo 'they are brought #nto ſalvation 
-whereunto they were clefted, Why God changeth the heart 
of ſome, and not of other ſome, when. he could if he pleaſed 
changeall : is not a queſtion to bediſputed of, Rom. 9. 19, 20, Let 
It Tuffice us that God owerh us nothing, except death for our 
finnes. His grace is his owne, he may give it-where he will, and 
none have cauſe to complaine : 1f God havegiven graceto any of 
| us, let us praiſe. him for his- mercy : when we ſee others lefr with- 
out grace, let us reverence him for his unſerchable judgements. | 
reſt of their-diſcourſe about elefion, though there -be'mz- 
ny abuſes they offer to the Scriptures, which might juſtly be taxed, 
| yet becauſe they none of them doe prove theſe mens univerſal e- 
| leftion, not difprove our faith, I think need{eJeco reply unto. . 


3; Of 
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b 3, Of Reprobation. Cv Ailg 240 ; No ; : 
Page. 58. gether with Ele&ion, they" treat of Reprobation, badly as 
s 3 ? T Nh » OurDoQrine they pretend to be thus;' They ſay; God 
* I. hath reprobgted ſonie, and the greateſt number, and that before they were 
*- borne, and had done evill; for whom there wasnever means of ſalvation, 
becaue God would have them periſh,” for that was his good pleaſure, 

Anſw. We hold kot( as they would bear the world in hand)thac 
God would have men to periſh, becauſe it is his good plealure, buc 
becauſe of their ſins he deſtroyeth themyhis juſtice ſo requiring.Nei- 
ther do we hold that God ever decreed ro punithhis reaſonable 
creature, wichout reſpe& of the ſm thereof deſerving -puniſhmenic, 
* \Yer was their, puniſhment decreed before they were bits, or/had 
done evil. For God foreſeing their wickednefſe, appointed them to 
wrath before they ated it, though he inflieth nor puniſhment til 
they be finners. And this the Scripture teacheth, as in Fude, v. 4. 
there are certaine men crept in, who were befoe of old ordained to this 
condemnation. If they were ordained to it before of old, then was it be- 
Yore they were borne. The ſame is contirmed by Rom.:9. 11,13,13. 
which Scriptyre they ſeck to pervert by a longſome and erroneous 
expoſition. Gar doarine being thus by them miſ-reported ; they 
Jabour to refute their owne forgeries, not our affertions : So that 

they are unworthy of any reply. | 


4. Of Falling away. 


He next errour which they would maintaine, is, That a man | 

Page 71- || may fall from bis Eleftion, Or, that godly men which are.in the true 
#nd ſaving prace of God, may fall away, and may loſe their beavenly inhe- 
Titance which they have right unto. This Popiſh'herefie they have nor 
confirmed by any one Scripture, though they pervert many Scrip- 
tures fora ſhew ro delade the fimple. | 
The-taith which we profeſſe, is this : that the Ele&, however 
through Satans tentations, and their owne infirmities they are ſub- 
x to fall from God and periſh ; yet they are kept by the _—_ 
| v. | God, 
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God, through faith unto ſalvetion;' 2 Pet. 1.5. though: they 
through their weakneffe fin and fall, yer the Lordputteth under 
his hand, Pal. 37. 24. and the ſeed of God remaineth in them, and 
hey cannot fin (unto death, ) becauſe they are borne of Gud, 
r Fob. 3. 9. Though of themſelves they are roo ready to depart 
m God;yet bewill not turnaway from them to doe thenr good, 
but 'putterh his feare in their” hearts, -chat they ſhall nt depart 


_ from him, Ferem. 32, 40. ſo Chriſts ſheep ſhall never periſh, neither 


fhall any pluck them out of his hand, but he giverh unto them 
eternal life, Fobn 10. 2$, and the Ele& cannor poſlibly he ſeduced 
from Chriſt, Mat. 24. 24. © * 

They plead for their errour by ſeven reaſons. | 

Thefirſt is certaine Scriptures, as Heb. 12. 15. *Looke leaſt any man' 
fall: of (or fall from) the grace of God.. | 

Anſw. This proveth not that God will ſufferhis Ele&tto'fall 
utterly from ſaving grace: but warneth them to take heed of them- 
ſelves in reſpe& of their owne frailty and Sarans ſubtilty. Though 
Gods eleftion and foundation ſtandeth ſure, 2 Tim. 2. 19. yet we muſt 


make an endof pa na yy with fear and trembling ; and muſt adde ver _;. | 


te unto faith, we diligence to make our Calling and. Eleftion ſure, ' 
which if we die we ſhall never fall, 2 Per. 1. 5,10. | Me 

Salt may loſe bis ſavour, Matth. 5. =-5-0 

Anſw. It may, if men be ſeaſoned but with common grace: ſuch .* 
as God giveth to many reprobates, Heb. 6. 4,5,E. but ſaving grace _' 
beſtowed on the Flec, is a gift and calling without repentance, Rom. 
11. 29, 

Some that have eſcaped the pollutÞbns of the world, &c. may re- 
turne with the Sow to wallow in the myre, 2 Pet. 20, 22. 

Anſw, Too many indeed doc 1o, but they are Swine, not Sheep 
of Chriſt: they ſeemed to be waſhed by the knowledge of the Lo 
which they had, bur their ſwiniſh nature was never changed. The 
_—_— in that Chapter ſpeaketh of hypocrites and reprobates, 
which walke after the fleſh in the luſt of uncleanneſſe, v.10.»which are ds 
naturall bruit beaſts, made to be taken and deſtroyed, v. 12, which are wells 
without water,v. 17. ſo they never had ſaving grace. 

Thoſe that Chriſt hath bought may be damned, 2 Pet. 2. 1. | 

Anſw. Thoſe are ſuch as before 1 ſpake of, which werebonght 


of Chriſt by his offer of grace,andthcir feigned acceptance of it: but 


had: 
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on NR = God'by his wk. 
V bis om. 5. 9. LO»; 
_ he laid 'downe- his life, he ET given ch 
life, Jobn 10: 27, 28. And here note. how.theſe men Da make 
Chriſt ſufferingvaine; forn:apy whom ( as they thinke ) Chriſt 
dyed tor, ſhal dye themſelves for-cycc.., Where is now the juſtice of 
God that puniſheth the wicked themſclves, | and -yet puniijbe: 
Chriſt for ow without cauſe, withour fruir ? Sugh fdoftrineth 
Apottle doth abhorre, Gal-2. 21. 

Some may tread under foot the blaod of-1 Chrift wherewith they were 
ſantiified, &:c, Heb. 10. 29. | 

Anſw. Such were never ſanAified otherwiſe then ſwine avere 
waſhed, whaſc Wo nature way never indeed, changed. ot herwiſe 
then TW, ye day ceand be Fa 

that have why and good canſcience, may put it away and make 
Fe rdnns of it 5 and ſome = leave their firſt faith and and be damned, 
17m. 1, 19.and$.12. 

Anſw. Faith'is not always in deed, that which it ſacmeth tobe: 
There is a temporary faith,which falleth away in time of tentation 
Luke $8. 13. a vaine rag faith, Jam. 2. and there is a living faich,the 
faith of Gods ele, Titus 1. 1. this faith never faileth utterly, 
for it is the ſecd of God, by which we are regenerate, and it, remai- 
nethin us, keeping us from lin, 1 Toh. 3. 9. 

Some written in the Book of life may be put out, Exod. 32.32, 33. Pſal. 
69. 25. 28. Rev. 3.5. 

Anſw. Many things are ſpoken of God, not properly, butfigu- 
ratively, and after the manner of men. So 'Godi is no way changeable, 
Mal. 3. 6. Tom. 1. 17. Neither doth h2 repent, 1 Sam. 15. 2g. yet its 
ſaid it repented him that he had made man. &c. Gen. 6. 6. becauſe in 
deſtroying the world, hedid as men when they repent. SoGod is 
ſaid to blot out ofhis Booke thoſe wicked which for a time ſeemed 
to themſelves and to others, to be written in his Booke,bur after by 
Gods rooting them out are manifeſted never to have been written 
there, for then they ſhould have continued there, becauſe the gifts 
wnd calling of Ged are without repentance, Rom. 11.29 his foundation Jo: 


+ 


| of Falling away. 

deth ſure, having this ſeale , The Lerd » gps them that are his, 2 Tim. 2. 

' 19. But to the wicked: he will profetſe, never bnew you ; Mat. 7. 23+ 
The talent may be taken from him that uſeth it not well, Mat. 25. 

Anſw. All that have talents, that is, gracious gifts, have not true 
ſaving grace to ſanfifie thoſe gifts, neither are they all Gods Elect. 
This therefore is no preofe of the queſtion in hand. 

The Saints at Rome that were juſtified by ſaith , and had acceſſe unto 
grace, Rom. 5+ 1, 2. Tet if they continued not in the bounty of God they 
ſhould be cut off, &t. Rom, 11.22. | | 

Anſw. This and the examples following are like to the former, 
and teach Gods Ele& to have care to continue in grace, withour 
which there is no ſalvation. They teach alſo that hypocrites fal- 
ling from God ſhall periſh. But none truly juſtified and partakers'of 

' ſaving grace, ſhall periſh, for God gloritieth tham, Rom. 5. 5g. and 
$.30. and he putreth his feare in their hearts, that they (hall not 
depart from him, Ferem.32. 40. and if they depart not, they periſh 
not; bur are kept by the power of God through faith unto ſalvation, 
1 Pet. 1.5. 


21 


2. Their ſecond reaſon is, If the Ele# cannot fall out of Gods favour, Page 80.. 


then did not all fall in Adam, and then ſome were never dead: in finnes, and 
 ſoneed not Chriſts redemption, &re. © | 

Anſw. An ignorant cavill ; for the Apoſtle. teacheth , that. Ged 
hath choſen us in Chrift before the foundation of the world, Epheſ.1. 
4 Theſe men fpeake of our ſtate before Chrilt. 

 Againe, Adamand all irhim fell from grace , ſuch asthey hed of 
God in creation ; but not from Chriſtian grace, from grace of Ele- 
ion and Redemption, whereof they had no need before their fall, 
neither had they any promiſe of it till they were dead in linne, Gen.3. 
It is this ſaving grace in Chriſt from which the Elc& can never utterly 
fall, and not any other grace by creation from which all men-and 
ſome Angels have fallen. L 

3. If the Ele# cannot fall from their cleftion, then bave not all ſinned, 
and been deprived of the plory of God, and ſbut up in unbeliefe, &c. 

Anſwer. The ſame ſophiſtry is in this reaſon that was in the for- 
mer; thanging the ftate of the queſtion ,, which is onely of chem thar 
in Chriſt were choſen before the worid was, and are by him redeem- 
ed, juſtified, ſanfifed; and ſhall] have eternal 


as theſe deceivers ſpeake of men without Chriſt, and before they are 


by him redeemed, 
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I life, Job. 10. 28. where- 


A Cenſure upon a Dialogue 

4. The Epheſians were Elect before the foundation of the world; Eph. 1. 
Tet having for ſaken their firſt love, if they repented not, God would remov: 
the Candleſticke, &c. Rev. 2. 

Anſw. This is anſwercd in the anſwers to the Scriptures which 
they brought in their fiſt reaſon, It is truce the Ele withour re- 
—_— faith and perſeverance carinot bc taved, But all Gods Elect 

ave from him the grace to repent, believe and continue in well do- 
ing, as before is proved, ſo they cannot periſh, But hypocrites 
which were among the Saints onely , but never of them, they can- 
not continue witch the Saints, and ſo cannot be ſaved, 1 Job. 2. 
$900 1% | 
5. Tf a man in Gods favour, and choſen, cannot fall out of it : then need 
be not, though he commit inceſt, adultery, murder , &c. feare falling into 
damnation. | 

Anſw. Herein they abuſe Gods comfortable promiſes , as if men 
ſhould continue intinne that grace may abound. Farre be ic. All 
men ought ro feare fa)ling into ſine, and the EleR feare continual- 
ly, knowing their own frailty. Our ſpirituall ſecurity is not carnall 
tecurity : our faith is in God, not in our ſelves; by his power we 
are kept, not by our own. He faith to his people, The mountaines 
foall depart, and th hils be removed, but my kindneſſe ſhall not depart from 
thee, neither [ball the covenant of my peace be removed, E ſa. 5 4. 10. But it 
by feare, they meane feare without faith, that is , deſpaire : wee be- 
lieve that the Ele&, though they fall into ſuch ſinnes , ought nar to 
aripere or diſtruſt Gods mercy : as the examples of David, Peter, &c. 
. which they alledge, doe evidently confirme ,. Pſel. 51. Lutke 22. 

3?, 32. | | 

6. If no man Ele? can fall from his eleftion by committing of any of thee 
finnes, then to what end is repentance taught ? It s in vaine, if they neither 
be, nor can be in condemnation, &c. | 

Anſw. They that teach ſuch do@rine, their Religion is vaine. We 
believe as the Ele& cannot periſh, ſo' neither can they continue in 
ftinne: He that is borne of God ( faith the Apoſtle:) committeth not 
finne, 1 John 3.9. All that truly bclieve that they arc ele& , doe alſo 
believe and know , that by repentance, faith and abiding in Chriſt, 
they muſt.come to the end of their eleRion , the ſalvation of their 
ſoules : this is the way and meanes unto life, and withour this they 
cannot fee God. | 

7. To what end are men admoniſied cr exhorted not to rec. ive the grace 


of 
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of Godin vaine, 2 Cor. 6.1, Nt to fall from their ſtedfaſtneſſe, 2 Pet. 3. 
17: &c, if they cannot fall into them ? doth the Lord uſe words in 


wane? 


Anſw. No, but theſe mens words are vaige. For God as he hath 
ordained men to life, hath alſo ordained his Lawes, exhortations, 
theeatnings, &c. as meanes to bring them into life. He dealeth not 
with men as with ſtones, to carry them into heaven dy violence, but 
giverh them repentance, faith, love, zcale, care and other graces ; he 
perſwadeth, moveth, draweth them to come willingly , and to 
continue carefully, and ſo at laſt ſaveth them. INN 

In the next place, theſe fallers from grace, ſeeke to wreſt the Scrip- 
tures which refute their herefie. Unco Chrifls words in Mat. 24. 
24. If it were poſſible they ſbould deceive the very Ele& : They anſwer, 
that the Ele ( namely, thoſe that receive and obey the truth of e- 
. ſus Chrift, andabide in him to the death ) cannot periſh. E 

Anſw. Great is the truth that forceth the adverſaries to yeeld; 
this is that which we maintaine ; and Chriſts words ( If it were poſſi- 
ble ) prove it undeniably ; and ſheweth it to be unpoſlible that che 
Ele& ſhould be deceived to loſe Chrift. 

Objef. Our controverſie is whether thoſe that be Ele, may fall out of it : 
and not whether thoſe that abide in it can periſh. 


Anſw. Here they would unſay that which before they (aid well. . 


And the controverlie they make is meere cavilling. For if it be un- 
poſſible that the ElcC& ſhould be ſeduced from Chriſt, then ic is un- 
poſſible that they ſhould perith ; and conſequently it is unpoſlible 
that they ſhould fall from their EleQion. | 

Againe, if it be poſlible that they ſhould fall from their Ele&ion, 
then is it poſlible they ſhould perith, and poſſible that they ſhould 
be ſeduced from Chriſt : and ſo our Saviours words will not fta:id. 
How greatly are theſe Deceivers fallen themſclves, that ſeeke to per- 
vert the plaine words of Chriſt? 

Objeet. Many fall from their EleGion, not by being deceived, but willingly 
forſake the truth , againſt, or after their enlightning, Heb. 6. 4. &-c.and 10. 
29, OC, | 

Anſwer. Firſt, this is nothing to Chriſts words in Mat. 24. 24. 
Secondly, the Scriptures which they cite, ſay not (nor doth any 
Scripture ſay ) that the Ele& may fall trom their Ele&ion, either by 
deceit, or willingly. Thirdly, as Gud keepeth all his Ele& from 
being deceived from Chriſt : fo hee keepeth them from willing 
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-forſaking of Chrift : for be putteth his ſeare in their hearts , that they ſpall 
not depart from him, Ferem. 32. 40. He ſtabliſheth them in Chriſt, and 

| anointeth them, and ſ(caleth them, and giveth the earneſt of the Spi- 

: ;ricin their hearts, i Cor. 1.12.22. x 

Pare$z, Another ſureproofe of the ſalvation of Gods EleCt, is in Job. 10, 

-. Ce 94 ——#- 

: 3» +5, $. 14,15. 27, 28, 29. This Scripture the adverſary would 
rvert with this gloſſe. That ſo long as they continue Chriſts they 
are his voce, and follow him, ſ» long they are ſure, and have ſafety in Gods 

acceptance, &c, But if they doe evill, and will not heare bis voyce, then he 
.will repent of the good that he promiſed, Fer. 18. 10, &c. h 
Anfw.' Firſt , that by ſheepe are meant Gods Ele& whom he will 
ſave, is plaineby the parable of the ſheepe and goats, Matth.25.33.&c. 
Secondly, in Fohr 10. Chriſt uſeth no ſuch wards, So long as they 
continue, ſo long as they heare his voyce,&c. Bur he plainly telleth us thac 
the ſheepe doe heare his voyce, verſe 3. that they follow him, verſ. 4. . 
that they will not follow a ſtranger, neicher know they his voyce, 
v.5. that the ſheepe did not heare firangers, v.$. yea, all Chriſts ſheepe 
ſhall heare his voyce, v. 16, 17. and he giveth them etcrnall life, and 
they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of his hand, 

A. or his Fathers, v. 28, 29, How unſufterably now doe theſe men wreft 

Chriſts heavenly words !: Thirdly, the exception which they put, 

If they doe evillin his fight, and will not beare his voyce,then be will repent of 

-the pood, &c. This exception is unpoſlible to be found in Chriſts 

ſheepe : for though through infirmity they fall, yer he cafteth them 

not off, for the Lord upholdeth them with his hand , Pſal. 37. 24. 

though they ſtray he ſecketh them up, Pſal. 119. 176. He brings a- 

your that. which was driven away , binds up that which was bro- 
, ſtrengthens that which was ficke, &c. Ezek. 34. 16. He circum- 

-ciſcth their hearts to love the Lord, with all their heart, and with all 
their ſoule, that they may live, Det. 30. 6. Such as believe not, and 
heare not his voyce, are not ſheepe, but goats or ſwine ; as Chriſt 
ſaid to the Fewes, Ye believenor, becauſe :yee are not of my ſheepe, 
Fohn 10. 26. And how is it poſlible that the ſheepe ſhould periſh, 
1eeing God is greater then all, in whoſe hand they are ? Fob. 10.28, 
29. It Satan affaile them, the God of peace will tread him under their 
feer, Rom: 16. 20. if the world, they overcome it by their faich, for 
greater is he that is in them, then he that is in the world, 1 ob. 4. 
'4-ands5, 4. iftheir own corruptions rebel] in them, God not one- 
1y pardon«th , but alſo ſubduerh their iniquities, Mic, 7. 18, 19. - 
c 


q 
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hecarried them from the wombe, fo he hath promiſed to carry them 
even unto old age, and hoary haires, Eſa. 46. 3, 4. he ſanctifieth them 
wholly,and preferv<th their whole ſpirit,and ſoule and body blame- 
leſſe unto the coming of Chriſt, x Theſ; 5. 23. It neither Satan, nor 
the world, nor the fleth can draw them from Chrift, nothing can draw 
them away ; but they are kept- by the power of God through faich 
unto ſalvation, 1 Pet. 1.5. : 
Unto Fob. 13. 1. where it is ſaid, Chriſt Loved his owne unto the ed ; 
they firſt ſay, that the meaning is unto the end of bu life. 


Auſw. This is a frivolous limication ; did Chriſt love his owne. 


no longer then while he lived with them in this world 2 Who taught 
theſe miſerable men thus to limit and leffen the love of Chriſt? Hee 
himſelfe teacheth otherwiſe to his people ? I bave leved thee with au e- 
verlaſting love, therefore with loving kindneſſe bave I drawn, &c, Jer. 31.3. 
But it ſeemeth their conſcience checked. them when chey wrote 
ſuch doQrine ; therefore after they ſay , that be loveth bis for ever, 
but the queſtion is not of Chriſts love unto hrs, but of their love unto him. 
Anſw. This is no anſwer to oh. 13. 1. which ſpeaketh of Chriſts 
love, not of theirs : Secondly, it is unpoſſible that Chriſt ſhould love 
any for ever, if they alſo love not him ; for ſuch'as hate and forſake 
him, them alſo he will hateand forſake, and ſo cannot love them for 
ever: Thirdly, it is before proved from Fer. 31. 3. that thoſe whom 
hee embraceth with everlaſting love, hee alſo draweth with loving 
kindneſſe : and being drawne, they run after him, Song, 1. 4. thoſe whom 
be loveth firſt, they love him, 1 Fohn 4.-19. hee circumciſeth their hearts to 
love bim, Deut.-3,0- 6. hee putteth his feare into their heart , not to de 
on bim, Fer. 32. 4.0. and nothing can ſeparate them from the love of Chriſt, 
om. $. 35. 


Unto Rom. 11.29. where the Apoſtle ſaith, The gifts and calling of Page $9. 


Godare without repentance : they anſwer wich their common excepti- 
on, That if the Fewes abide not ſtill in unbeliefe, they fþall be graffed in a- 
gaine-: of this the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 

Anſwer. They ſtill labour to overthrow one part of the truth by 
alledging another : The Apoſt'e as he ſaith, that if the Jewes abide 
not in unbeliefe they ſhall be graffed in, for God is able, Rom. 11. 
23. ſo he further ſaith, that blindneſſc in part is happencd to Ifrael! 
untill the fulneſſe of the Gentiles be come in, and ſo all Iſrael ſhall 
be ſaved; as it is written, There ſhall come out of Sion the deliverer, 
and ſhall turne away ungodlineſſe froin Facob, &c, verſ. 25, 26. and fur- 
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ther tellerh us, that as touching the Ele&ion , they are beloved for 


the Fathers: whereof the reaſon is this, for the gifts and callings of 
God are withour repentance, v. 28, 29. Therefore as the firlt js true, 
that God is able to graffe them in, ſothe ſecond is alſo erue, that he 
is willing , and they ſhall bee graffed in : as there is a condition o6n 
cheir parts, if they abide nor in unbelicfe, ſo there is an ablolute 
promiſe on Gods part, that they ſhall nor abide in it ;becauſe Chrift 
the Deliverer will turne away ungodlinefie from them ; that is, hee 
will take away their unbeliefe and hardneſſe, he will take away their 


. finnes, verſ. 26, 27. which is aplaine evidence that he loverh them, 


and repenteth- not of his former loveand promiſe. And as he dealeth 
with the ele& Jewes, ſo doth he with all the ele&t Gentiles : there- 
fore ſhall all Gods ele&'in time be converted, and their finnes forgi- 
ven them : and ſo undoubtedly ſaved by him whole gifts and calling 
are without repentance. ; 

In 1 Fob. 2. 19: it is (aid, They went out from #6, bat they were not 
as; for if they bad been of us , they would no doubt have continued'wj 
ws, &c. This place ſheweth chac hypocrites and reprobates which 
abide not, were neverof Chriſts Church , though crept for a cime 
amongſt them. It tcacheth alſo, that all who are of the Saints, of 
Chrifts Sheepe and EleQ, doe abide and fall not away to perdition, 

To this they make anſwer, firſt by an-open ſlander, 'that we ſhould 
affirme that God bath redeftinated ſome to- Salvation , and ſome to damnation 
without a condition : this we affirme not, bur they falſly charge us, as 1 
have formerly manifcſted. 

Againe, they ſay wee affirme, that the Ele& making never ſo great 
ſhew of wickednefle,and walking in the wayes of Belial,are ſtill ele&; 
and can by no meanes fall out of their eleQion, &c. But herein they 
keepe their wont ;- had'they dealt hon: ſtly., they ſhould have ſhewed 
who and where wee thus affirme. Wee hold that the Ele afrer their 
calling are carefull to avoyd all finne ; as it is written ; We know that 
whoſoever is borne of God ſinneth not , but he that is begotten of God keepeth 
bimſelfe, and that wicked one toucheth bim not, 1 Job. 5. 18. And though 
the Elc& fall chrough infirmiry, into many grievous linnes, yet they 
abide not alwayes in them ; but are renewed by repentance and taith 
in Chriſt; and whiles they are fallen , they ace not catt off, Pal. 37. 
neither doth God repent of his eleRing of them , nor utcerly depri- 
veth them of grace and his good Spirit, Pſal. 51, Luk, 22. 31, 32: 


Ezek. 34. 16. 
& ag ; Thiudly, 
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Thirdly, they tell us of difference berween perſons as they are 
Gods generation ( or creatures) and qualities good or evill. But 
this ( howſoever they boaſt of the excellency of it ) is to no purpoſe, 
for all men being corrupted with evill qualities, Rom. 2. & 3. how is 
ie that any ace changed into good, bur by the power and grace of 
God, which is effe&uall in all his. ele& ? the reiidue abide in their 
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finnes, becauſe God changeth not ; nor reneweth their hearts, and . 


ſuch be never ele&ed unto life, but ordained them of old unto con- 


demnation, Jude ver. 4. 


Laftly,they anſwer wah abſurd Sophiſtry;ſaying,that theſe words, 
1 Job.2.19. they went out from us, is meant of lying Spirits, the Anti- 
chriſts in thoſe perſons who once had the ſpirit of truth in them : 
and the Apoſtle faith, they were never of us; for ver.21.nolyecis of 
the truth ; for example, ( ſay they ) the ſpirit of Hymeneus, together 


with his perſon, was in ſpiritdall fellowſhip with Paul, ſo long as he 


xetained faith and a good conſcience, but having put away the ſpiric 
oftruth, and received a lying ſpirit ; he went out from them in that 
his ſpirit, for or becauſe it was never of them, &c, Will any ſay that 
the Pope himſelfe is Antichriſt in reſpe& ofhis perſon-? or rather in 
regard of his ſpirit, or ſpiritual] power he hath. Therefore all that 
this place proveth, is, that lying ſpirits or Antichriſts in mens per- 
ſons, went out from the truth, and were never: of the truth ; and 
therefore ſerveth nothing to prove that the Ele& can never fall away, 
: Anſw. Was ever plaine Scripture more violently wrefted by any 
Hereticke 2 The Apoſtle ſaith of the many Antichriſts , they went out 
from ws , but they were not of ws, Fob. 2. 18, 19. This theſe men will 
not have to be meant of their perſons, . but of their ſpirits in- their 
xerſons, And what underſtand they by their ſpirits ?. their, lyes, 
cir errors, their ſpirituall power, ſuch as the Pope hath ;.char is, 
2 before they diſtinguiſhed ) their wicked qualities, nor their per- 
ons; for God ( they lay ) loveth all perſons, they being his genera- 
tion, As 17. 27. 

Firft, it is anerror to ſay, God hatethnot the perſons of wicked 
men, but the evil] qualitics in them onely ; for though he hateth no 
creature in reſ{pe& of their creation, which was good ; yet the Crea- 
ture being degenerate and fallen from God, he hateth their wicked- 
nefſe, and them alſ{o-for it 3 as the Scriptuce plainly witneſſeth, Pſal. 
5.495, 6-O& 11.5. 

Secondly, it is erroneous to fay, that by ſpirits, the Apsſtle meaneth 
not 
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* ble and fall, verſ. 32. that is, the proud perſon ; the poverty o 
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not per ſons Int qualities, 1 John 4. 1. for himſelfe ſheweth his meanin L L- 
when he ſaith, Becauſe many falſe Prophets are gone out into the IVorli, | 


So by Spirits to be iryed, he meanech Prophets, which came with 


ſpirituall gifts : and it is frequent in Scripture tocall Subjefs or pers 
ons, by the name of adjun&s or qualities in them : as, 7 am againſt 


thee O pride, Jer. 50. 31. that is, O thon moſt proud; and pride, |= ftums 
the Land 
2 King. 24. 14. thats, the pooreſt people, Dereit ( or Sloth ) roſteth not 


that which be tooke in hunting, Prov. 14. 27. that is, the deceitfull man ; + 


and many the like, | 

Thirdly , it is from the deepneſſe of Familiſme, to fay, that Anti. 
chriſts are -not per ſons, but evill qualities 'in men , ſo Chriſt may be hol. 
den no perſon, but a godly | we in us: the Apoſtle ſpeaketh ofthe 
Perſon, for he faith not the lye, but the Iyer : be that denyeth that Feſus 
#s the Chriſt, be ws Antichriſt, 1 John 2, 22. 

Fourrthly, it is'an abſurd expoſition of 1 Fob. 2. 19. to put quali- 
ties for perfons. He there ſpeakes of Antichriſts, They went out from 
w ; theſe men will have tt, evill or Antichriſtian qualities went our 
from us. But what ſenſe then will they make of the laſt branch of 
the verſe, that they might be made manifeſt, that they were not all of w? 
Will they ſay, ſome Antichriftian qualities were of the Apoftles, 
thongh'not'all ? The meaning is evident, that in the Church are 


perſons ſome good, ſome bad , ſome ele, ſome reprobate : bur 


whiles they abide and walke together in the Church, it is not mani- 
feſt who are of the Church, who are not ; but when the wicked and 
reprobates depart from the truth and Church,then ir is manifeſt that 
ſuch Apoſtates, though for a time in theChurch, yer were never of it. 
So it is a ſure proofe, that Godgele& are both in and of the Church 
of Chrift, andfhall never fall away utterly from it. 


——— 
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5 Of Freewil.. 


= H1S point theſe Adverſaries handle confuledly and maliciouſ- 
FT Confuſedly , becauſe they ſhew not what they meane by 
Freewill, or freedowe of will : whether free from compullion , or 
free from bondage of finne. Maliciouſly, for tht they feigne the 
Catvinifts to hold, that the wicked are not onely left by Gods ſuffering, but 
compelled to fiune by power . &c. compelled by the power, force, and com- 


pulfion- 
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' pulſion of Gods predeſtination,to commit all thoſe wicked crimes, for whith 
' they arepuniſbed by the Magiſtrate, or tormented in Hell, &c, and then 
much more doth it in goodneſſe, as violently worke all : ſo that the godly can 
neither chuſe nor at 4 e goodneſſe. S 2 
* Anſw. lftheſe adverſaries have common honeſty, let them ſhew 
out of the writings of the Calviniſts (as they call them) chefe aſſerti- 
"ons which: they impute unto them. Till they doe this, let them 
have their name and fame among lyers and workers of iniquity. As 
for us, weabhorre theſe doQrines of compuliion to fin by force 
and power of Gods Predeftination,8c.As for will in man,we know 
it to bea natural faculty, ſtill remaining, though corrupted by tin, 
a3 all other like faculties in us. We acknowl 
from compulſion or conſtraint, for ſo will ſhould be no will : But 
'  weconfeſle with griefe that in reſpe& of bondage to finne ( under 
which all men were ſold, Rom.7.1 4.) it may rather becalled Bond- 


e it ſtil to befree. 


wil,then Freewill; for it is net free to refuſe fin,until it be renewed Joli. 8. 34, 
Chriſt z and ſo faras it is regenerate by him, ic is againe( as 0- 3®: 


er powers and faculties in the Saints) freed by grace, and wil- 
leth things that are good. 

Againe, oy produce (to their own condemnation) our of Ba- 
ftingius, and the diſpute in Geneve, theſe words; Man byevill was 
ſpoyled, not of bis will, but of the ſoundnes of his will; therefore that which 
in nature was good, in quality became evill ; and Bernard teacheth, there 
is in us all power to will, but to will well,we badneed to profit better : to will 
evill we are able already, by reaſon of our fal ; the which if they would ſtand 
wito ( ſaith this adverſary ) I would require no more.. 

Anſw. This we will ſtand unto,and thereby doe evince Odegos to 
be a blind guide, and vaine diſputer,that with Iyeg and calumnies 
ſhould diſgrace his oppofites. We grant evill Freewill (or Freewill 
to evil )is remaining in all naturall men : we beleeve that Freewill 
to good, is frum grace and regeneration, & that all the Saints have 
it in part, as they have knowledge, faith, and other vertues here 
in part : which ſhall be perfe&ed in the life to come. And if no 
more be required,his fruitlefſe diſpute is at an end;and it is worth- 
lefſe labour to anſwer words of winde, 


A 
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6. Of Originall ſinne. 
He Anabaptiſts hold (more erroneouſly then the very Papiſts ) 6,,7.q 15 
that Originall ſinne is an idle terme, and that there is no ſuchggncil, 
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thing. 
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thing as men intend by the word. In this their Dialogue they | 
ſer thie ſtate of the Queſtion thus; Of the Originall eſtate of man» | 
king, Wherein they ſpeake doubtfully and deceittully. For mans © 
original eſtate is properly that deſcribed in Genefis-1. which was. 
by creation very good. Bur fince the fall of Adam;our original eſtate F 


is threugh that fal, become finful and miſerable: and'iis ſo acknow- 


ledged by David, P ſal. 5 1. 5. by Fobn,Fob. 14. 4. by Paul;Rom.5.12. | 


&c. Fpheſ. 2. 3. and by Chriſthimſclte, Jobn 3 3,56. 


Notwithſtanding theſe adverſuries affirme, That xo infant whatfo- 


ever, is in the eſtate of condemnation of bell with the wicked, which t hey 
thinketo prove thus. VVithout fin there is no condemnation, Rom. 6, 
23. Ezek. 18: 4, 20. FVithout tranſpreſſion of the Law there is no ſin, 


1 Fohn 3.4. Rom. 5.13. Therefore if Infants have tranſgreſſed no Law, 


there is no condemnation to them. 


Anfw. The conclufion ( which implyeth that Infants-are not 


tranſgrefſors of Gods Law ) is denJed; The Apoſtle teacherh us, 
That by one man fin entered into- the world, and death by ſin: and ſo 
death paſſed upon all men, for that all bave ſinned : and, by one mans diſc- 
bedience, many were made ſinners, Rom. 5. 12,19. Notealſohow 


theſe men-thwart themſelves : before, when they pleaded for fal- 


lingfrom grace, one of their reaſons was, If the Ele cannet fall out 
of Gods favour, then did-not all fall in Adam, and then ſome were never 
dead: in fines and trefpaſſes, and ſo need not Chriſts redemption, ec. 
Now they plead, that no infants are ſinners; which if it be ſo, then 
many. ( as-all that dyc infants ) never fell in Adam, nor needed 
Chriſts redemption. And ſo ſuch ſhall either not come into heaven, 
or ſhall come thicher other wayes then by Chriſt 3 contrary ta Job. 
14. 6, Afts 4.12. 

But theſe enemies diſpute ( againſt the Apoſtles doQrine ) thus. 
Infants bad no life nor being at that time, ( when che Law was givento 
Adam ) and the Law is given to them that know it, and hath dominion over 
a man as long as he lzveth.Therfore Infants having no being, and {o no know- 
ledge, nor being, then living, that Law hed no dominion over them. 

Anſw.Firſt, this is no more againſt Infants then old men: forno 
man had life or being at that time otherwiſe then infants had. So 
Adams fall was for himſelfe alone, and no man fell with him, 
for no man then had life or being bur he. And thus theſe lying ſpi. 
rits feare not to relift the Apoſtle, who ſaith, Through the off. oo 
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4} (oor fall) of one, many are dead, Rom. 1. 15. By the offence of one 
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(judge 
ment came_). pon all men to condemnation, v. 13. By one mans diſobedience, 
many were made ſinners, v.19. In Adam all dyed, 1 Cor. 15. 22. This 
Apoſtolick Dotcine is as contrary to the Anabaptiſts,as light is to 
darkneflc, 
2. They hereby weaken ( if they cou'd ) the Apoſt,es Argu- 
ment in Heb. 7. 9, 10. by Levies paying tithes to Melchiſedeck in 
. Abraham : tor a man might cavill, thac Levi had nv life nor being 
at thac time. Bur Paul faith, he was ia the loyns of his father 
Abraham, when Melchiſedeck met him. So ſay I, we all were in the 
loyns of our father Adam when he cranſgreiſed. If then Levipaid 
tithes when A brakam did, we all brake Gods Law when Adamdid. 
3. They hereby weaken .( as they can ) the Apoſtles proofe of 
our redemption by Chriſt: for he ſaith, that Adam is the figure of 
Chriſt that was to come: And if through the offence of one, many be dead: 
much more the gift by grace, by dhe man Feſus Chriſt bath abounded unto 
many : ard, as by one mans diſobedience many be made ſinners. ſo by the - 
obedience of one ſhall many be made righteous, Rom. 5. 14, 15, 19. Now 
take away the firſt, namely the tranſgreſſion uf all men in Adam;and 
itoverthcoweth the latter, to wit, the rightcouſneſſe and.falvation 
of the world by Chriſt. wy 
4+ They abuſe the Apoſtles words in Rom. 7. 1. whence they 
would prove, thatthe Law ( given to Adam) was given to them 
( onely ) that knew it ; namely to Adamand his wife, not to their 
children which knew it not : whereas the Apoſtle ſpeaking to the 
Romans,ſpake to them that knew the Law; the more to convince them : 
he denyeth not that God gave his Law ro Adamand his poſterity in 
his loyns; The Lord calleth thoſe things which be not as though they were 
Rom, 4. 17. He ſpake to Cyrus, and gave him promilſes,before Cyrus 
knew him, or was borne into this world, Tſa. 45. 1, 5. he promiſed 
* the land to Abraham, and to his ſeed after him, when as yet he had 
no child, A. 7. 5. He made a Covenant with Iſrael, not with them 
onely that ſtood there that day, but with them alſothat were nor 
there that day with them, Deut. 25.14,15. Andif hedid thus imply 
the children with the parents in other covenants & promiſes : how 
much more did he the like to Adams ſeed : ſeeing Aamis ſpoken of, 
not as a particular man,bur agenerall ; ſo rhat his unrighteouſneſs 
wasS'not his owne onely, but his childrens allo; even as Chriſts 
E 2 righte- 
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righteouſnefſe (whom Adam figured ) was not his owne onely,bue | 


is communicated with all his children, who therefore is the ſecond |} 


Adam cauſing life, as the fuſt Adam cauſed death, Rom.5. 1Cor. 15. }F 

6. Like vanity is in his next words, Infants bad then no being, no | 
« %. tart the Law had then no dominion over them;For ſothey might 
elude Pauls argument of Levies paying tyths, Heb. 7.9, 10. ſaying, 
Levi had then ao being, no life, therefore he could pay no tyrhs 
in Abrahams dayes. But as the Apoſtle [aith, he was in the loyns of 
Abraham, and ſo he paid tyths ; likewiſe we were in the loyns of | 
Adam, and fo we {inned, Againe, in Rom.7. 1. the Apoſtle ſpeaketh 
of a man during life, who when he is dead, his wife is free from his 
Law, v. 2. If they will apply this to all fin and finners, then they 
thinke when a wicked man dyeth, the Law of God hath no domi- 
nion overhim any more; and ſo there is no puniſhnent by the 
Law of God to be inflited on tinners after this life. Bur doe theſe 
vaine men think by ſuch ſophiſtry to eſcape the damnation of Hel? 
Doe they not know that after death commeth judgement, and that 
by the Law ? Heb. 9. 27. Rom. 23.2. 16. 

Againſt the Apoſtles do&rine in Rom.s.they alledge, That we were 
in Adam, not to bring any ſoule to hell for breach of that Command, Thou 
ſhalt not eate : for the Lord ſaith, All ſouls are mine, both the ſoule of 
the Father, and the ſoul of the ſonne : that ſoul that finneth it (ball die, 
The ſonne ſhall not beare the iniquity of the father, &+c. ; 

Anſw. Firſt, the Prophet ſpeaketh not in Ezek, 18.4.8c. of Adam, 
but of the later Fathers of the Fews which ſinned,v. 2.but Paul ſpea- 
keth of Adam, who was not onely a particular perſon( as all other 
fathers in this caſe are ) but an univerſall man,the root ofall man- 
kind & figure of Chriſt, Rom. 1.14.&c. Again, the Prophet ſpeaketh 
of ſuch ſons as are juſt, and do not ſuch like fins as theic. fathers 
did,Ezeh.18.1,14,&c but Paul ſpeaketh of us all,as weare in Adam, 
unjuſt and {inners, and guilty of our firſt fathers iniquity, Rom. 5. 

12,19. Sotheſetwo Scriptures, the one ſpeaking ot aKuall (ins, 
which are eſchewed, the other ſpeaking of originall fin, which 
we now cannot avoid; ſpeake not of one and the ſame lin of eſtate, 
and therefore doe not one expound another. Thirdly,the Prophet 
exempteth the good children which eſchew their fathers ſins, from 
death, Ezek.18. $. 17. The Apoſtle inwrappeth us all the ſons of 4- 
damin his {in and In his death, Rom, 5,12, 14, 17, Fourthly, the 
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Prophet ſpeaketh generally of che 'many fins which the Fathers 


'did, and the ſons did not, Ezek. 18. 6,7,8,18. The! Apoſtle ſpea- 


keth of that one ſin or offence, by which weall ( being in Adams 
loyns )are guilty, Rom.5.16.But in this they both agree,the Prophet 


. faith, Tke ſoul that finneth it ſhall die, Ezek.18. 4. the Apoſtle faith, 


That all have ſinned ( towit, in Adams loyns )) therefore death paſſeth 
upon all, Rom. 5. 12. Hereby all wiſe men may ſee, how impertinent 
a proot the Anabaptiſts bring from Ezek. 18, that Adams {inne 
brings not any foul to. Hell. For Adams tin bringing {in and 
death upon all, and Hell being the death which is eternall;: ir is 
broughe by his fin upon all his poſterity ; except through Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord, they have eternall life, which is the gift of 


\ God, Rom. 6. 23, 


Further,they anſwer ( anddefire it may be well obferved ) that 
mankind was onely in Adam, in their bodily ſubſtance ; he is the 
facher ofour bodies in reſpe& of matter, but our forme and ſouls 
came from God, he is the father of our ſpirits, Heb. 12. 9. Ecel. 12. 
7.and 8.8. that earthly matter was in Adam, of which our bodics 
'are made, ©. thus, and no otherwiſe were we in Adam, 

Anſw, We obſerve it well,and obſerve their errouraltb.It igun- 
true that thas ( to wit, in reſpeC of our bodies onely ) weare in 
Adam, and not in reſpe& of our ſouls, no Scripture teacheth this, 
bur their own fancy. For though our ſouls were not in alÞrefpe&s 
in Adam, as our bodies were,towit materially : yet in ſome reſpe&t 
( co wit, formally ) we were-in Adam both body and ſoul ; ' which 
I thus manifeſt. Adam begat Seth in his owne image, Gen. 5. Abra= 
bam begat Tſaac, &c. Mat. 1. So body begetteth not body 3 but man 
begetteth man, and man conſfiſteth of body and ſoul, which are 
the parts that conſtitute a man.So man (that is the whole, not part 
of a man onely ) is ſaid to be borne of a woman, Fob x4.1. Yea, the 
ſixty fix ſou]s ( whereby figuratively is meant perſons, contitting 
of bodies and ſonls )are ſaid to come out of Ja.obs thigh (or loyns ) 
Gen. 46. 26. and Levi in the loyns of Abraham is faid to pay tyths, 
Heb. 7. 9, 10. Now the body without the ſpirit is dead, and there- 
fore cannot pay tiths, nor doe any ation. And in the placeand 
caſe in hand, in Adam all finned, all dyed, judgement came on all 
men to condemnation, Rom.5, 12,18. But the body without the 


ſoul tinneth not, neither dieth, nor ſhall be condemned, Therefore 
It, 
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it is apparent, that the-Scriprure ſpeaketh of men in Adam other- 
wiſe then in reſpe& of their budies oncly + ſo thac theſe ſpeciall 
mens obſervation is nothing worth. 

Againe they plcad, as God gave no Law to Adam, before he gave 

him a ſoule of reaſon and und<ftanding : no more doth hegive to 
any of Adams poſterity,any Law, till he give them ſouls of reaſon 
and unde. ftanding, as in Det. 1 1. 2. 1 ſpeake not to your children 

-which haveneither kno :xne nor ſeene, &c. 

At.ſw. Firſt, the words of Mſes to Iſrael, to whom he propoun- 
ded the Law,are not to be compared with Gods law given to Adam: 
for thedſruelites were ſpoken to perſonally, Adam generally, as an 
-univerſall man,the root of all manxird,as before is proved.Second- 
ly, the covenant of Moſes law did alſo after a ſortpertaine to their 
children which then were not, Det. 29. 14,15. though it was aCtu- 
ally taught them onely which were preſent, Dent. 11. Thirdly, the 
fin which Paul treateth of,and death tor (in, was in the world before 
Moſes law,which theſe men ſpeake of, Rom. 5.12,13,14. Fourthly, 
Jer all rhey ſay be given them, yet ic helps them not ; tor [| have be- 
fore proved, that we were all in Adamas living men, not as dead 
— and ſo had ſouls of reaſon and underſtanding in him origl- 
nally, even as we had bodies, eyes, cares, &c. in him originally, 
though after a diffecene manner as before is noted, 

Further they ſay,God never purpoſed to execute on Adam for that 
tranſgreſſion condemnation to hell ; in that he purpoſed to ſend 
Chrift berwixt,in whom Adam belceving ſhould be ſaved. If4dam for 
his own fin was aot condemn'd to hell without remedy,ſhall any of 


his poſterity be ſent to hell without remedy,and that for his ſin?e&c, 


Anſw. 1. The queſtion ia the firſt place is changed, which is, 


whether Adam,and all his poſterity in him,falling from God deſer- 


ved not hell for their fin. This they deny not, neither can diſprove. 
2: As Gud purpoſed nor to dane Adam for his fin ; ſoneither 


purpoſed he to damne Noah for his drunkenneſle, Lot for his inceft, 


Dwvid for his adultery and murder, &c, but to give them remedy by 
faith in Chriſt, Will they hereupon plead that other aQuall drun- 
kards, murderers, whoremongers, deſerve not damnation ; or ſhall 

not many ſuch be damned for theſe finnes? | 
3- Though all infants for their native fin, andall mien for their 
atuall {innes deſerve damnation : yet never was it Gods purpoſe to 
damne 


of Originall finne. 
damne all without remedy. © For Chriſt (the ſecond Adam) giveth 
righteouſncſſe and lite to all infant#and old tranſgreflors that are 
| borne of him; as the firſt Adam conveyed unrighteoutneſle and 
death toall his ordinary natura!l poſterity. Yea grace here excee- 
deth : for the judgement ( or guilt )-of originall fin was by one 
(offence) to condemnation;but the free git (by Chriſt) is of many 
offences, unto juſtification, Rom. 5. 16. 

They obje&, that condemnation is for not beleeving ain Chriſt, 
Fobn 3. 19. & 16.9. Mark 16, 16. Rom. 11. 33. 

Anſw. Firſt the Apoſtle ſaith, the wages of fin is death, Rom. 6. 
23.therefore the wicked ſhall be condemned not onely for their not 
beleeving in Chriſt, bur alſo for their unmercifulIneſſe, idolatries, 
' adulteries and other crimes, Mat. 25. 41, 4.2. Rom. 2.5, 6. Secondly, 
the fin of unbelicfe cleaveth unto all Adams children as other ſins, 
and ſhall be imputed as well as the in of luſt, or.an y other iniqui- 
ties. Thirdly, to beleeve is not in the will or power of man, bur is 
the gracious gift of God, to ſuch as he hath ordained unto life, 


Epbeſ. 2.8. As 13. 48. 
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himſelfe of Gods favour in that «ſtate wherein he was in paradiſe ; 
and notwithſtanding the promiſe of Chriſt hath by: his ſins pro- 
cured this judgement, Curſed is the earth for thy ſake,&c. Gen. 3; Thus 
Adam brought himſelfe and all his poſterity, the earth andevery 
creature in it to vanity and bondage of corruption, Rom. $. 20.&c. 
Andin this eſtate are all Adams ſons begotten and borne: ſo that by 
Adams fin, vanity, corruption and death went over all, &c, So 
infants have originall corruption, as other creatures have, Yer 
thoſe that die and have corruption by Adams fin, ſhall not be caſt 
into hell fire. . 

Anſw. Afelon, murderer, traytor, that is apprehended by the 
magiſtrate, impriſoned, kept in ſetters and affliftion, his lands and 
goods confiſcate, &c. pleadeth he ought not to be put to death be- 
cauſe he hath ſuffered for his crimes, loffe of liberty, goods, &c. 
But will this plea ſave him ? 

Even ſuch is the plea of theſe evill men. For all men being in 
Adam fallen from God, and traytours to his majeſty, children of 
wrath, and ſervants of fin and Satan, becauſe God hath curſed the 
carth-for their ſake, caſt them out of carthly paradiſe, made the 
creatures 
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creatures ſubje& to venity, andthemſclves ſubje& to ſorrows and 
miſeries, therefore they deſerye not. to dicin hell, if theſe vaine 
men may be judges. But we know the judgement ot Gud is accor- 
dingto truth againſt all evil doers. He tellcth us, 7 he wages of /in 
is death, but the gift of God is eternall life through Chriſt, Rum. 6. 23. 
where eternal lite being oppoſed to death, thewerh that eternal 
death is the wages duefor (ii. And what tin is there that deſer- 
veth not bell? 2. Whereas they ſay, Adamby his iin deprived him- 
{clte of Paradiſe : it is true. But if they mean earthly Paradiſe one- 
ly, they erre from the truth : for by his {inne he was deprived alſo | 
of the heavenly Paradiſe, to which there is no reſtoring but by 
Chriſt, Luke 23.43. Rev.2.7.and as himſelf, ſo all his poſtericy that 
 finned in him, Rom.5. Thirdly, ſo where they (ay, all his poſterity 
were ſubje&cd to vanity and corruption, it is true, but not all the 
truth, unlefſe they underſtand ſuch corruption; as Peter ſpeaketh, 
'2 Pet. 2.12. which is eternal deſtruftion, and then they ycild the 
cauſe ; Bur they meane noc (o, but corruption, ſuchas is in Beaſts, 
Birds,&c.wherein they go quiteaſtray.For beaſts and other bruiciſh 
and ſcnſclefle creatures, are not {inners as all Adams children are, 
Rom. 5. 12.19. fin is not but in reaſonable creatures onely,as An- 
gelsand men. Neither is any creature ſubjet to eternal torment, 
bur ſinners onely. Other creatures when they periſh,there is an end 
ofthem,and of their miſery with them:but they that periſh in their 
lins, have no endof their miſery, bur it is eternal, Matth. 25. 46. 
Mark 9. 45, 46. Wherefore they doe not well to expound Rom. 5. 
by Rom. 8. becauſe the Apoſtle ſpeaketh not of the ſame, but of di- 
vers things and eſtates in thoſe two Chapters. Fourthly, take that 
which they ſay, and it overthrowerh them. For how ſhould Adams 
. fin bring al his poſterity unto death bat by their guilt in Adams fin? 
It ic made not them finners, the Scripture which they formerly al- 
ledged,Ezek.18.teacheth,that the children ſhould not dye for their 
fathers fins. Now ſeeing many infants diedaily,it proveth them all 
to be linners,becauſe death is the wages of ſin, Rom.6.23. Gen.2.17. 
Aclength they come to anſwer, Rom. 5.with this perverſe doArine, 
This is the meaning of the holy Ghoſt, that by Adams fin all bis poſterity 
have weake natures, Rom. 8. 3. by which, when the commandement comes 
( Rom. 7. 10. ) they cannot obey and live ; but fin and ſo die 3 till when 
they are alive without the law, ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, ver .9. and thus is veri- 


fied 


: 
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fled, that all both Jewes and Gentiles are under ſinne, &*©c. Reade on the 
' tbe 4 ary » and you may evidently ſee , that neither this , nor any part of 


Gods Word, is ſpoken to, or of Infants. 
Anſw. This is not the Apoſtles meaning : for he ſaith not they 


have weake natures, but that all bave ſinned, and through the offence 
of one many are dead, many were made ſinners, Kom.5. 12.15.19.which 
is more then weaknefſe of nature, and pronenefle to finne. Secondly, 
in Rom, 8. 5, it is ſaid that it ( the Law ) is weake through the fleſh, and 


ſo cannot ſave any man : which words theſe men wrcſt, as it it meant 


Adens children weake. Which thing though it be true, yet is ir 
nor that which is ſpoken of in Rom. 8. 3. Thirdly, when the Apoſtle 
faith in Rom. 7. 9. That he was alive without the Law : this contradi&- 
eth ( according to their ſenſe) the other Scripture, in Rom.$5.13. that 
all have ſinned , and are dead. The Apoſtle in Rom. 5. ſpeaketh of 
things as they are, in Rom. 7. g. he ſpeaketh of things as they ſeemed 


' to be, but were not indeed. Paul was alive in his own conceite, 


thinking himſelfe able to keepe the Law, as naturall men doe ſup- 
ſe they can, But when the commandement came( to wit, unto his 
nowledge and conſcience ) then finne revived, and he died. How 
could this'be : ſeeing the commendement is holy, juſt, and good, ver. 12. 
Hetelleth us in v. 13. that fnune wrought death infiim by that which was 


"prod. So then he was finfull ( though he knew it not) before the 


commandement came, finfull by nature, bux nor diſcerning this his 
wofu)l ftate, the Law was given to ſhew it him ; for by the Law com- 
meth the knowledge of finne, Rom. 3. 20. Againe, ſaying in Rom. 7. 11. 


that finne ſooke occaſion by the commandement , deceived him and ſlew him : 


he plainly acknowledgeth finne ro have been in him, before the com- 
mandement came : this he confirmeth in ver. 14. ſaying, the Law z ſpi- 

but I am carnall, fold under fimme : Whereupon he. applyeth the 
evills which hedid, to finne dwelling in him, ver. 17. 20. and this 
inhabiting or in-dwelling finne, is that originall ſfinne whereof wee 
treat, which Pal for a while could not diſcerne to be in him( as all 
naturall men diſcerne it not, but count it an idle terme, and thinke 
there is'no ſuch ching)) cill by the Law hee came to diſcerne it and to 


. lament it, ; | 
” Fourthly, it is here to be obſerved how the Anabaptiſts grant , all 


men have weake natures, and canuot obey and-live , but ſinne and dye. How 


cometh this to patſe ? By Adams Jo ſay they, Behold here _—_ 
they 
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they thwart their.own:;greunds. They impoſe a neceſſitie upon all 
men, which ( they thinke,) are borne innocents, to finne. They can. 
nut but 11nne, they muſt needs dic: and this.nve through their own 

:defau}tat all, but by dams. If we ſhould thus reach, whar vut-ericg 
would they make after us; ? How. is ic, they, here. forget the Scrip. 
tures by themſclves fore-allcaged, The. fanne ſball nt beare the iniquitie 
of the father, Ezeh.18.20. Is not this a heavie burden which che (onnes 
beare, that their fathers 1inning,, and they. being innocent, are fo 
weakened of God, that they cannor bur finne, rthey'cannot but die? 


- Doth God create an innocent man, and give him cbarge to doe that 


which'is*nnpoliible for the men. to doe, and threaten death unto ' 
him fornot doing ic 2 Weabhorre ſuch doQtine as quite overthrow- 
ing Gods juſtice. When hee made Adam innocent , he gave him no 
Law, but that which was poſlible,and cafic for him todoe, and to 
have confinued in doing ic0*it hehad would. His juſtice requireth 
bim toXdve the like ro all bis innocent creatures. Wherefore if theſe 
men come not toacknowledge wich the Apolle Cand with us) ori- 
ginall finneand death for ſinne to be'in Adams ſeed, that his fall and 
diſobedience wasthe fall ofusall, by imputation and by infe&ion, 
( as a ſerpent bring forth but a:ſerpent ) and chat fo being finners 


" In him, wee have loft ourabilitie.to doe, good, by Gods juſt judge- 
* ment, andareſo}dunderinne : If they come not (1 ſay ) unto this, 


they will be open enemies co the juſtice of God, and make the Jugge 


' ofall the world'not to doe equitie.. 


5. Finally, whereas they ſay, that neicher this nor an part of 


: 


Gods Word is ſpoken to, or of infants : they impudenely ayouch 
* untruth,” The Apoſtle in Rom. 5. 14. ſpeaketh of 


them which finned 
'after the fimilieude of Adams tranſgreſſion , and. yer. death-raigned 
over them alſo. What finne can this bee bat originall ſinne wherein 
infants arc borne , and for which many infants die. ? For when they 

fſe from infancie and come to underftanding, - they finne atually 
as Adim did. To ſin'the ſame fin they,cannot, for. all bcing (hut 


ont of paradiſe, they cannot eate of the for biddgn gree, though they 


would. Neither doth the Apoftle ſpeake of that tame (in : bac of 
finning after the ſimilitude of ' Adams tranſgreiſion : ſo it meancth 
aual! ſin, like Adams. Now all {inne is <ither originall or aQtuall; 
If then death reigneih over them which {in not atuially, .as Aden 


| did, it muſt needs rcigne over them which tin ociginally on-ly in 


Adam: 
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Adam: and theſe be infants, for the Anabapriſts grant , that when 


they come to diſcretion, they fin ( and cannot bur {in  aQtually, 


And thus their next words alſo are refured, when they tay , Infants 
are under 10 law, therefore tranſgreſſion cannot be imputed unto them, Rom. 
The contrary is thus proved: Infants have tranigrelion imputed un- 
to them, and death tor tranſgrefſion, as the Apoſtle ſhewerh, in Rom. 
5. Theretore they are under fome law : though not under Afoſes Jaw, 
which punitheth attuall tranſgreſſors, yer under Adams Law ( in 
whoſe loynes they were and finned ) for which they are puniſhed 
even wich death it ſelfe. 

1n. their next words, they condemne themſelves and all their 
vaine reaſoning, confelling, that Adam fell from the eſtate wherein hee 
was, and in him all mankinde, 

This is very true, and overthroweth their hereſfie. For Adams fall, 
as the Apoſtledeſcribeth ic, was finne, offence, tranſpreſfion , diſobedi- 
ence, judgement (,or guiltineſle ) to death, and condemnation, Rom. 5. 12. 


19. Nowall mankinde fell in him, as Pax[teacheth , and'theſe'enc- 


mics grant : thereforeall mankinde is in fin,offence,tranſgreſſion,&c. 
unto death and condemnation, : | 

. Ot the remedy for the fin of all ( whereof they next ſpeake) wee 
grant that is both for Infants and old finners by grace in Chriſt, But 
theſe are:two ſeverall queſtions : and here wee treat of fin onely and 
the merit of it. Of Gods grace we have ſpoken other where, 

They proceed and ſay, that Infants whom Chriſt ſs often accounted in- 
mocents, Matth. 18. 3, 4. and 19. 14. are freed from the Law, and ſo ſinne 
isdead in them : but when the commandement comes , then they die an ſinnes 
and .tranſpreſſions, &c, Rom, 7. 8. Ephel. 2. 1. 

- Anſw. Innecents may be to called in ſundry reſpe&ts. Firſt, when 
in them there is no linne at all ; thus Adam in his creation was inno- 
cent. 2. When though'they be ſinners, yer they are not guilcie of ſuch 


_ » finnes as men lay to their charge, Exod. 23.7. 2 Sam. 3. 28. Fer. 2. 34. - 


3- When they are cleare of afuall tinnes : and thus Infants may bee 


called innocents, P/al. 106. 38. that Chriſt caſled Infants Innocents in 


the firſt ſenſe, I deny : the Scripture alſo denieth them fo to bee, 
Fob 15. 1.,.and 25. 4. Foh. 3. 3. 6. Ephej.2. 3.1 tinde not in the places 
which they quote , that Chriſt called Infants innocents +, howbeir 


ſometimes he calleth his Diſciples innscents ( or guiltleſſe ) Matth, 12. 


7. of wi.om yet theſe men (1 ſyppole ) will not ſay, they were with- 
a Out 
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A Cenſure upon a Dialogue 
out all {in. That Infants are freed from the Law given to Adam, i 
denicd and diſproved by Rom. 5. for in Adam they tinned and dyed, 
Thar fin is dead in them is alſo diſproved : rather they are dead in fin, 
untill they be revived by Chriſt, Epheſ. 2. 1, 2. 

Infants ( ſay they ) have done neither gosd nor evill in the fleſh, there- 
fore Infants ſhall not appeare before Chriſt, they ſhall receive no judgement, 
2 Cor. 5. 1c. Revel. 20. 12,13. - 

Anſw, How boldly doc theſe men abuſe the Scriptures? In 2 Cor, 
5+ 10. Pau-ſaith, Wee muſt all appeare before the Fudgement ſeate of Chriſt, 
Rev 20. x2. Itis ſaid, T ſaw the dead ſmall and great ſtand before God. 
Nay, fay theſe adverſaries, net infants : Their reaton , becauſe infant; 
have done neither good nor evill in the fleſh, is an errour before refuted: 
for though they have not done good or evill aftually, as elder pec- 
ple; yct in the firſt Adam they have done evill : and in the fecond 


- Adam ( Chriſt ) they havedone well; 


Againſt Davids confefſion- of his birth»finne in Pſal. 5.1. they thus 
diſpute. If David confeſſe wito God bis own ſinne, then be defireth him in 
mercy to behold whereof hee was made, as Plal. 103. 14. of duſt, weak fleſh, 
unable to reſiſt the Tempter : through which weakneſſe bh? was overcome in 
theſe ſinnes : and thus weake fleſh is called finfull fleſh,( in.which Chriſt came ) 
Rom. $1. Chriſt is ſaid to be made fin, 2 Cor. 5. 21. not that be wes « 
ftnner +. no more David , confeſſing be was conceived in finne, doth prove that 
by conception and birth he was a tranſpreſſor. 

Anſw. They pervert both Davids words and meaning. Hee ſpeak- 
eth of finne and iniquitie : they ſpeake of weakneſſe onely where- 
by hee fell into ſfinne. What Scripture can bee ſo plaine, that 
may not bee wreſted with ſuch wicked gloſſes ? againſt weake- 
neſſe wee pray for ayde and ftrength to refiſt evil] :. againſt finne wee 
pray for mercy and torgivenetſe : and for this David prayeth, 
P ſalme 511. | 

Secondly, ic is another abuſe of Scripture that they ſay, weake 
fleſh is called finfull fleſh, in-which Chriſt came, Rom. $, 1. where - 
fiſt they make David no more a ſinner at, his birth, then Chriſt 
himſelfe ; contrary to the whole tenour of this Pſalme, and con- 
trary to Rom. 5. a8 is before ſhewed. Then they faliifhe the text in 
Kom. $8. 1.3. for the weakneſſe there ſpoken of is in the Law, 
it was weake- through the fleſs, and ſo not able to, fave tin- 


ners. d 
Thicdly, 


of Originall ſinne. 
Thirdly, by Fleſb there Pal meaneth not the ſubſtance of flzſh, for 
that weakneth nut the Law, nor hindereth mans falvatjon:: it is the 
good creature of God,as is the ſoule or ſpirit:but he meaneth by fleth, 
our corrupt finfull ftate in ſoule and body : for he ſaith in ver. 8. They 
that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God. If fleſh mean our bodily ſubſtance, 
then no man living in the body can pleaſe God : not the Prophets, 
not the Apoſtles, no not Chriſt himſclfe, for he lived in our fleth , in 
our humane nature, and the Apoſtle ſhould fpeake untruly in the 
ninth verſe, Tee are net in the fleſh. Wherefore fleſb in Rom. 8. fignifieth 
our unregenerate ſtate, as in Gen. 6. 3. Fob-3.6. Rom.7.18. & 8.5. 9. 
, Fourthly, ic is another falſification when they ſay, /infull fleſh, in 
hich Ghbrift came ; the Scripture ſaith nor in ſinfull fleſh, bur in the 
e of ſinfull fleſh, Rom. 8.3. 
itthly, weakneſle or infirmity, as it meaneth not finne, but affli- 
Aon, ſuch Chriſt had, ſuch the Apoſtle tooke pleaſure in, 2 Cor. 1 2. 
10:but infirmity, as it meanerh ſinne, Chriſt had not ; he is oppoſed 
here eo the Priefts of the Law , which had infirmity or weakneſſe, 
Heb. 5.27, 28. and 4. 15. But David in Pſal, 51. confeſſeth ſuch infir- 
mity ( ifthey will have it ſo.called ) as was /inne and iniquity, which 
proveth he was a tranſgreſſor from the wombe, and not without ſin, 


- as was Chrit. 


Sixthly, Chrift is ſaid to be made finne for us, 2 Cor. 5. 21. theſe 
words for ws the adverſaries baulke and omit. David was not made 
im for us, or fprany, but was himſelfe conceived in {inne. Chriſt be- 
ing himſelfe no finner, yet was he made finne, that is, a ſin-oftering 
for us, to purge us, and make us the righteouſneſſe of God in him; 
for the Sir. offering was uſually called fin in the Law , Levit. 4.3.8. 
I 4. 20. 24. &c. the Apoſtle expoundeth it, for finne, meaning a ſacri- 
fice for fin, Heb. 10. 6. from Pſal. 40. thus Chriſt was a {in, that is, a 
ſacrifice for fin , but David was not fo. Therefore theſe places ſpeake 
not of {in in one and the ſame ſenſe, but in the contrary David com- 
plaineth of his own ſin and guiltineſſe : Paul ſpeaketh of Chrift his 
purging Davidand us all from ſin and guiltinefſe, by being made a 
{in- offering for us. 

Their former anſwer being ſo qp_—_ againſt the eruch,, that 
David acknowledging fin, they will have it no fin,but weakneſſe;they 
deviſe to darken the light with another cloud, as if David ſpake not 
of his own eftate, but his I: ther: ( ſay they ) it is the curſe or 

3 puniſh . 
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»A (enſure npon' a Dialogue 
plariſbment for fin laid "upon ber, Gen. 3. 16. where the'very words agree 
with theſe of Davids ; &c. and it is frequent in Scripture to call puniſh- 
ment ſor fin, by the name of fin, Gxc: and it is neither Davids fi, nor his mo- 
thers, that be bere confeſſeth, to ſpeake properly, but bis mothers puniſhment. 

Anſw.. As a bird ity the nec ſo the more they:-ftrive, the more they 
are intanglcd. Firſt, the whole ſcope of the P/alme is , that. David 
might finde mercy with the Lord for bis ownhns,as any'that readeth 
it may ſee. And that in ſupplicating to God for grace beforeand af- 
fer, he ſhould here-infert a complaint of his mothers puniſhmene,, is 
without any colourot cruth. Bur-this is the meaning, and ſutable 
to his other words, that lamenting his atuall.cranigreſlions, he beg 
waifeth theevilf fountaine whence they flowed, to wit / bis native 
corruption, which brought forth theſt ugly trefpaſles.: 

Secondly, to let paſſe how they call Gods farherly chaftiſem 
a curſe or chaſtiſement ; they here againe belye the Scripture, in coping, 
that the very words, Gen. 3. 16. agree with theſe of Davids. . For. neigler 
the word fin nor iniquity, ( both which David uſcth in-Pſalmeg1..) 
afe'to be found in-Gerr, 3. 16. that Odegoes brow. may ſceme tobe of 
brafſe, who ſhamerh not ſo ofren and openly to falſifie the Text. . _'- 

Thirdly , it is true that finne and iniquity doc often improperly 
meane puniſhment : bur the proper meaning for fault angguiltinelle 
is moſt frequent ; anQ when ir lignifieth puniſhment, chytontexc ma- 
nifcſteth, which ic doth not'here at all : but David before: and after 
bewaileth his finnes properly, Neither is here the pheaſe of bearing fin 
and iniquity, which is moft uſuall when puniſbment 18 meant ; but 
of being braughe forth in iniquity, and conceived in finne, and they 
ſhew not any one place of Scripture , where ſuch a phfaſe fignifierh 
puniſhment. | F< Rp aga* { 

* * Fourthly, as neither ſinne nor iniquity are uſed in(Gen. 3. 16. ſo the 

word conception there agreeth not , bur differeth from the conceiving 
thar David ſpeaketh of in Pſal.$1. and the difference of the words 
plainly diſcovereth rheſe meny ignorance and errour.: For inGen,z. 
©16: Seron is conception with ſorrow, "daring the time. that the mo- 
ther gocth with.childe ; but Pſal. 1. Facham lignifieth conceiving with 
pleaſure ; for the'word properly ſ1gnifieth tobe warme or inflamed 
with delite, as in'the a& of generation, nor of- men onely, bur of 
cattell alſo, as Gen. 30. 38, 39. 41. Now nature both of man and 


beaſt ceacheth all , that ſuch conceiving is wich delight;; not with 


paine, 


| of Originall ſenne. 
qpaine, and therefore David uſing ſuch a word, when he telleth how 
fs mother conceived him, cannor{ in any reaſonable mans under- 
Kandiny ) meane his mothers corporall paines or puniſhment, as 
theſe corruprers of the Scripture doe feipne, , *..;, EE 
They proceed and ſay, That David did 'not finne in' þ ing, conceived 
and borne : the ſonle is the ſubjet of fine , for from, the ſoule or heart com- 
meth wickedneſſe, Matth. 15.19. The ſoule comes from God, the matter of 
the body from the parents : the ſoule is very good comming from God , the boy 
hath not ſinned till it be infected with the ſoule by tran ſereſion of a Law; and 
. ſeeing they affirme that the very matter or ſubſtance whereof David was made, 
was finne, and that this is it be conſeſſeth in Plal. 51. Obſerve what will 
follow of this their dreame. The matter whereof all the ſounes of Adam are 
tade, is finne : but Chriſt , one of the ſonnes of Adam after the fl-(h was 
made of that matter ; therefore the matter or ſubſtance of Chriſts body was 
fine. If it Be wicked to ſay Chriſt was a ſinner , becauſe be was conceived of 
his mothers ſubſtance, as it is : ſo it is no leſſe wicked ta ſay, David was a fin- 
ii ner, becauſe be was conceived of bis mothers. ſubſtance : ſeeing the ſubſtance of 
- beth the mothers was one and the ſame. 
-.'Anſw. "It is even a wonder to behold how theſe men pervert, 
.erre+and flander,. as it they had fold themſelves to worke ini- 
*QUITEE. -\ - - FS . 
Z Firſt, we teach not ( as they perverſly ſpeake.) that David ſinned in 
- being conceived and borne z for theſe being the workes of God and na- 
-*. ture are good. But David was a ſinner, becauſe he was conceived. and 
borne in ſinne, as himſclfe confeſſeth. | 
,” Secondly, they erre, in ſaying the ſoule is the ſubjett of finne, for 
. neither 'the ſoule alone, nor the body alone, bur the whole man, 
_- ( which differah from both , and con{iſteth:of both, ) hee is-the 
ſubje& of finne. Neither doth the body without the ſoule, nor 
ſoule without the body commit ſfinne, but the-man whiles the ſoule 
is in the body, finneth, 2 Cor. 5.10. and as the ſoule was not created 
but in the body, Zach. 12.7, ſo when it departeth from the body, 
ir ſinncth no more, but goeth for judgement, Hehr, 9.27. Eccleſ. g, 5, 


6. 10. | 

Thirdly , whereasthiey alledge , that wickedneſſe is from the heart, 
Mat. 15. 16. it is ſpoken of living men, confiſting of ſoule and body ; 
Madneſſe ( as Solomon ſaith ) 7s in their beart while they live, and 4 
that they goe to the dead, Ecclef. 9. 3. And where they ſay, the ſoule 


comes 
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A Cenſure upon 'a Dialogue 
comes from God , the matter of the body from the parents ; they lay noy 
downe the truth fully, For though the ſoule is created of God, 
and is not materially from the parents, as the body ; yet the parents 
give occalion to infuſe the ſoule, ( for without corporall genera- 
tion, no ſouule is created ) and fo the ſoule may in ſome ſort be 
ſaid to have the beginning from Adam, though not of any matter + 
from him. The effence of it is of God; the ſubſtance'of ic is from 
the parents, from whom it hath the manner of ſubliſting in the 
body. ; 

varthly, though the ſoule as it is created of God is very good, 
( as the body alſo reſpe&ed naturally is good )) yet they erre in fay- 
ing , The body ſinneth not till it be infefted with the ſoule by tranſgreſſien 
- >> pal whereby they meane afuall tranigreſlion after ic knowrs 

cLaw : , | 

For firſt, it is not the body, but the man (of body and foule) 
that finneth, as before is ſhewed. 

Secondly , the body is not infe&ed with the ſoule, but both 
body and ſoule are infefed with finne, to wit, that inbred and in- 
habiting finne which came from Adam, as befure is proved from 
Rom, 5. And chis fin man hath , both by impuration and inherence, 
before he aRually tranſgrefſeth the Law, Rom. 5. 1 4. Pſal. 51. for that 
which is borne of tbe fleſh is fleſh, Joh. 3. 6. ? 

Fifthly, they notoriouſly ſlander us,that we ſhould affirme the very 
matter or ſubſtance whereof David was made, to be finne: wee affirme 
no ſuch thing. Theaatter or ſubſtance wee ſay is good, as every 
creature of God is. Sinne'is an evill accident clearing to the ſub- 
fance, to the body and ſoule of man. Of like falſhood it is, that 
we ſhould affirme David to confelle in Pſal. 51. that the ſubſtance 
whereofhe was made was fin, Neither David nor weever ſo ſpake. So 
the Argument which by conſequence they frame touching rhe ſub. 
ſtance of Gods body, that ir ſhould be finne, is frivolous, collefted 
from a fftion of their idlc heads. For if no mani ſubſtance be ſinne, 
( as we firmely hold )- much leffe Chrifts. . 

After this they caſt a ſtumbling blocke in the way , and would 
have us ſhew , Hew Infants that bave finned, and are under condemnati- 
on of bell, can be reconciled to God , but onely by faith in Chriſt Feſus : and 
if they cannot but by repentance and faith, then are all they left under” con- 

tion, nat ſor any Lay that th:y have broken, but for their father 
. Anſw. 


| of Original fm, 

* Anfw, That all have ſinned, and are tinder condemnation, ts 
proved by the Apoſtle, Rom. 5. 12. 8. how infants can be recon- 
ciled to Goud, he alfo teacheth, namely, through the gift of grace 
by one man Feſus Chriſt, Rom. 5. 12. 18. The-manner it is be 
{hewed, I fearetheſe men will not receiveit: for they that have 
ſo kicked againſt the pricks touching all mens fall, and fin in 
Adam; how fhould they receive the dofrine of reſtauration by 
Chriſt? Howbeit 1 will endeavour to ſhew ic; it it doe no good 
to them, it may toothers. 


Ficft, The faith and repentance which they require icvinfants, 


namely a&ua]), is not to be found: as ſuch aRuall (innes are 
not found in them, as arein older men. The one of theſe exem- 
plifiech the other, as the firft Adam fignified the ſecond, Rom. 5. 
14- By the firſt Adam we have fin, Rom. 5. 12. offence, v. 15, 
diſobedience, v. 19. judgement, v. 16. death, v. 14. condemna- 
tion, v. 16. By the ſecond Adam. ( Chriſt) we have grace and the 
gift of grace, v. 15, the gift of righteouſneſſe, v. 17. the free gift 
ro -oftification, V. 16. even to juſtification of life, v. 18. By the 
firſt Adam we have three evils : 2. imputation of his lin, 2. cor- 
_—_— of our nature, 3 guiltinefſe of death temporary and eter- 
nal. By the fecond Adam we have three oppoſite good things ; 
1 imputation of hisrightcouſneſle, 2 regeneration (or renewing ) 
of our nature, z and deliverance from death temporary and eter- 
nall. As the corruption or viciouſneſſe that we have by Adam, 
isin the bud or ſpring,in the beginning (not in the full) and in- 
clineth us to all aftual finnes : ſo the regeneration we have by 
Chrift, is in the ſpring and beginnings thereof when weare in- 
fants, and inclineth us to aftual faith and obedience. And thus 
repentance and faith are in Chriftian infants in their bud or be- 
ginning, inclinatively : everr as impenitency and unbelicte arc 
in Adams infants, in their beginning, and by inclination. If any 
man aske wich Nicodemus, how can theſe things be # let him con- 
hder. that as he knoweth not the way of the wind or of ibe Spirit, or 
bow the bones doe grow in the womb of her that 1s with cl;iid, evn ſo 
be knoweth not the work of God who maketh all. Fobn 3. Eccdeſ. 
I, 5. 


fants, as at Noahs flood, the burning of Sodom ard Gomorrah, &c. 
they anſwer, Though they bad bodily deiti for the finnes of ti. eir 
. G parents : 


"4% 


Laitly, ro the many examp)!:e of Gods judgements upon in- Pager 22. 
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parents : yet they periſbed not with the wicked in' bell. For of this 


 C bodily death ) other unreaſonable creatures, as well- as infants, bave 
alwayes bad their portions. All fleſþ muſt die, and death is loſſe to 
none but to the wicked: :to the godly and innocent, death and. all af- 


fidtions . of this life-, are not worthy of tbe glory that ſhall bee 


ſhewed. 
Anſ..1. In that they grant, Infants have bodily death for their pu- 
rents fins, they contradi& thcis owne plea. before trom Exzeb., 


18. 20. the ſoule that ſinneth, it ſhall die : the ſonne ſhall not beare the 


iniquity of the father, &c. for there the Prophet ſpeaketh even of 
bodily death and milcrics in this wor Id, .whereof the Jewes com- 
plained, And.unlcfſe they confeſſe, that infants are ſinners in 
their parents, they cannot maintaine the juſtice of God for kil- 
Jing.infants,and that oftentimes with ſtrange and horrible deaths, 
And if thcy grant. that infants are ſinners, they cannot with any 
eruth deny but hcll is their due, unleſſe they be redeemed by 
Chiiſt. And by infants death we certainly conclude that they 
are finners, from the Apoſtles ground in Rom. 5..12. 14. & 6. 23. 
and that for their ſin they may and ſhall be caſt into hell ( un- 


lefſle Chriſt ſaverhem )) is evident by Chrifts do&rine in Fobn 3. 


3. Except a man be borne. againe, be caunot ſee the Kingdome of God. 
And that Infants are there implyxd is plaine, becauſe an infant 
is borne a man, as Chriſt ſpeaketh, John 26.:21.. and being borne 
a ſinner, Pal. 51. Rom. 5. muſt be borne againe of the Spirit, or 
elſe ſhal] not ſee the Kingdome of God. Itit ſee nor Gods king» 
dome, it ſhall ſce the Devils Priſon ; for a Limbus or third place 
will no where be found. And how theſe men can exempt wic- 
cd infants from hell otherwiſe then by their own fancies, I know 
not : the Apoſtles taught no ſuch doarine, when without ex- 
ception of Infants, they call the old world. that periſhed, The 
world of the ungedly, 2 Pet. 2.5. and reckon. none ſaved but Noab 
and his Houſe, Heb.11, 7. 1 Pet, 3. 20, 21. and te}l us that So- 
deme, Gomorrah, and the Cities about them, are [et forth for an example, 
ſuffering the vengeance of eternallfire, Jude, v. 9. 

But theſe preſumptuous rens will contro!l the judgements of 
God, and t«]l us thit which no Prophct or Apuftle ever taught, 
that all the infants in thoſe cities ſat.” no 11. hv. ngrance: yea, 
though Gcd himi{cIfe promited that it but tey1 i-hreous had been 


found in.Socome.(wherein were many times tn infai;tz) he would 
not 


# 


Commut 


ſet Teſtament, exc. 
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.not- have-deſtroyed the City for tens ſake, Gen. 13.32. 2. The 
reaſon which they would ground upon, becauſe uther unreafo- 
nable creatures. as well us infauts have alwayes bad their portions in 
.- bodily death-; this reaſon is bruitiſh, and beſeemeth-not men. For. 


no unreaſonable creature is atinner, as all men in Ademare fin- 
ners:;-npo unreaſonable creature hath a ſoul Immortall infuſcd 
of God, as all mankind hath : no brute beaſt ſhall be rayſed 


from the dead, asall men ſhall, both 01d. and yuuny, to life or 
And. when a Beaſtdieth ic hath an end both of 


death eternall. | 
welfare and miſery, ſo..hath none of Adams children. What 


compariſon then is betweene men and beaſts} where 'they ſay, 


death is Joſſe to none but to the wicked; it is true. And hereupon 
it followeth thar _ infants are wicked ( as is formerly pro- 
ved )untill chey be made righteous by Chriſt, -and borne againe; 
death is a loſſe unto them: and a gaine to thoſe onely . ( whether 
oldor young) whichare made partakers of the grace and gift of 


: righteouſneſſe, by one Jetus Chriſt, Rom..5. 12. to 17. 


——_ os, 


2772. Of Baptizing Infants, 


Fay Baptizing of Infants the adverſaries firſt tay this 


lf takv 5 
{ ground, Baptiſine pertaineth enely to them that declare their 


ntance and faith to thoſe Diſciples of Chrift that baptize them. 
| jo erent by John Baptiſts. doetrin? ad prattife , Marke ' 3 4. 


w 3.6. and Chrifts Diſciples, Fol 4. 1. and 3. 22. by Chriſts 

for all Nations, Adat. 28. 19. Mark 16. 46. by the Apoſtles 

prafliſe, AGs 2.38. 4i.ands8. 32. 36. Lay 1299 all 
Anſw. Thar baptiſme pertaineth to ſuch as declare theirre- 
pentance and faith, is'true,. and the Scriptures alledged prove it- 
But that it-pertaineth to ſuch onely, is untrue: and-none of the 
Scriptures which, they bring, doe fo teach. :T he infants of the 
Charch, who cannot declare. repentance: or faich, are alſo to 
be baptized, as after ſhall be manifeſted, 3.5 
\ That the praiſe taught by the: foreſaid Scriptures, is'to be 
pal we grant : and they needed not have taken paines to 
rove-it. ' | 
Infants ( ſay they.) may net be beprized hecauſe there is neitl er 
commandement, example, nor true conſegrenc? |; - it, we dll Chriſts per. 
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: A' Cenſftere upon 4 Dialogue | 
- Aaſw. This wedeny : commandment there is for it int MH. 
28: and Mar. 16. and neceflary conſequences from many Scrip.. 
tures confirme it; as ſhaſtbe proved. 


Page132. ' aptifme'( they fay ) is in that a good con ſcience maketh requeſt 


unto God, 1 Pet. 3.21. it is of repentance for remiffion of fin, Mat. 
14- the waſbing of the new birth, Tit. 3,5. &e. Ifit cannot be proved 
by the Scriptures that 'infants have their hearts ſprinkled from arr evill 
conſcience, have repentance, faith, &c. they ought not to be baptized. 


Anſw.” Their argument hath onely a ſhew,- no ſubſtance of- 


truth. - Forfirft aman miphe frame as ood a reaſon thus; Cir-- 


* 


| z 
wc on prekgns po is outwdrd inthe fleſh, e- bir 0 co Arng ha 
feirit, Rom.2. 28, 29.# is the putting off of the body of the the 
fleſb, Col. 2. 11. it ſealeth the Free] of faith, which Nw 
have, Rom. 4; 11, and the cincumeiſing of the foreskinne of the beart, 
Deuti'x0.,16: to love the Lord, Ec. Dew. 30.6. ' Now if it cannor 
be pravedby Scripture that infants have the love of God in their. 
hearts, the righteouſnefſe offaith, the putting' off of the body of 
finne, &c. they may not be circumciſed, andchis circumciſion is: 
nothing. If this be not a good argument to keep children from 
lenton, the other:is yo deteer to keep them from Bap- 


e. 
: 'Secandly, Chriſtian infints have the graces they ſpeake of 
repentance, faith, eegeneration, f&e. though not rt y, or ; 
way'of declaration ito others ;' yer they have through the wo 
of the Spirit, the ſeed and ing of faich, virtually and by 
way of inclinationzſo chat they arenoe whotly deſticure of faith, 
regeneration, &c. . though it bea thing hid and unknowne unto 
us after what manner the Lord worketh theſe inthem, Ecrleſ. 
11.5. Which I further prove thus. If infants naturally are 
ſome wayes _ of Adams finne, and fo of unbeliefe , diſo- 
lence, tranſgrefſion, &c. then Chriffimn infants: ſirpernatural- 
ly and by grace, arciſome wayes capableiof Qhriſts righteou(s 
nelie, and fo of faith, obedience, ſanftification, 8c.” Bur infants: 
are capable of the former evils: by Adam : therefore they are 
capable of the latter good thingsby Ohrift. That they-are _ 
of the former is befare-praved ( where we treated of original fin) 


. by Rom. 5. Pſal. 51. John 3. and many Scriptures. This conſe- 


© quepce, that therefore theyace capable ofthe larteralſo,' to wit, 


of Glyiſtiap graces, is thus | | 
Fs % Firſt, 


of Baptizing. Infants, : 

Firft, Becauſe the firſt Adam was a figure of the ſecond Adam 
Chriſt,” ſo: that as the fin of the firſt Adam, his fault, diſobedi- 
ence, and death for it, came on all his children, boch by impu- 
tation and infe&ion or corruption of nature: ſo the righteou(- 
nefle and obedience of Chriſt commeth on all his children, both 
by imputation and renewing of nature unto lite and falvation, 
as the Apoſile compareth them, Romans 5. 12, 15, I6, 17, 18, 19. 
21, 

Secondly, Becauſe infants being by Adam linners, children of 
wrath, &c. muſt be borne againe of the Spirit, or elſe they can» 
not ſee the Kingdome of God, Fobn 3. 3. 5, 6. But the Chriſtian 
infants, dying in infancy ſhall ſee the Kingdome of God, and noc 

. bedamned (as the adverſarics grant ) therefore by Chriſts do- 
arine they are borne againe of the ſpirit : and ſo muſt needs in 
ſome meaſure have repentance, faith, holineſſe, without which 
there is no regeneration. ' Againe, that infants haye the faith and 
love of God in them : and regeneration in their meaſure, is thus 
proved. They ro whom God giveth the figne and ſeale of righte- 
auſnefle by faith, and of regeneration, they have faith and rege- 
neration: for. God giveth no lying figne, he ſealech; no. yaine 
or talſe Covenants. But God gaveto.infance circumcifiong which 
was the ligne and ſeale of the rightcouſneſſe 'of faith and rege- 
neration, (Gen. 17. 12.. Rom. 4. 11. and 2. 28, 29. wy 2. 114 
Therefore infants had (and conſequently now have) faith and 

« regeneration, though nor inthe cropor harveſt by declaration, 
yetin the bud and beginninge of all Chriftian graces. They that 
deny this reaſon, mutt either make God the author of @ lying 
ſigne end {caleof the covenantro Abrabanr and: his.iofants; or 

y muſthold that infants had thoſe graces then, but not pow : 

both which are wicked and abſyrd to affirme. Qrthey muſt ay, 

that circumcition wasnot. the figne and ſcale of the righteou(- 
nefſe of faith, and then they openly contradit the Seriptures, 

Rim a'o, IH 5 1 I; entt1 

' Morcover, as the Apoſtle in Rom. 5. compareth our naturall - 
eftate in Adam, and our o—__ ſtace in Chriſt, ſo may wein- 
this caſe. If we cannot juſtly obje& againſt Gods worke in na- 
ture, but doebeleive thac our infants are reaſonable. creatares; 
and are borne not brute beafts,«bur men, though actually.they 

can manifeſt no reaſon. or underſtanding more then beaſts (yer a 

young 
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young lambe knoweth and diſcerneth his damne ſooner then an 
infant knoweth his mocher :) thea neither can we juſily, obje& 
againſt Gods workein grace, but are to beleeve that our infants 
are ſanRified creatures, andare borne bclccvers, not infidells, 
though ourwardly they can manifeſt no faith or ſanRification 
untous. And why ſhould. it be thought incredible that Ged 
ſhould worke Faith in infants? If becauſe we know not or per« 
ceivenot how it can be; let us conſider that we know not the 
way of our-natural} birch, and other earthly things, Eccleſ. x2, 
5- John 3. $. how then can we know heavenly things?If wemake 
queſtion of the power of God : nothing is unpoſhble with him. 
Hee made all things of nothing; he can make the dumbe beaſt 
ſpeake with, mans voyce, Numb. 22. he can make the babe in the 
mothers wombe, to be affcAcdand Jeape for joy, at.the voyce of 
words ſpoken/to the mother, Luke 1:: 4.4.. and can henot alſo 
worke gracs, faith, bolinefſe in infants 2 Hath. Satan power by 
finne to infe@t and corrupt idfancs (as: is beforeproved ): and 
fhall not God have power to cleanſefrom corruption. and make 
them holy ? 'If-we make doubt of the will of God herein, behold 
we have his promiſes to reſtore! aur lofles in; Adam, by his graces 
in Chriſt, as he ſheweth in Rom. 5, 'that henvill circumciſe our 
heart, and the heart of. our ſeed to love him, ' Dent. 30. 6. wee 
have the ſeale of his promiſe in giving circumciſion to infants, 
ro ſignifie and ſeale the righteouineſle of faith, Rom. 4. x1. Gen. 
17. | And wehaveafluranceof all his promiſes, and of that to &4-: 
braham-and his ſeed in particular, to beconfirmed unto us (-nor 
abrogated or: leſſencd') :by Chrift, 2 Cor, 11. 20, Luke 1.72,93. 
Gal. 3\ 14, 8c. whercfore they are bur-a faithleſſe and ts 4 
generation, that notwithſtanding/ all that God hath ſpoken and 
donein this kind,' doc deny this grace of Chriſt to the infants of 
his people, and the ſeale or confirmation of this grace by baptiſm 
now, as it was by ctrcumciiion of old, 2M | 


But they proceed to plead againſt the truth thus, Regenera- 
tion is a mak from fin Þ God, : Revel. 6. 11. x :Theſſ. ———Y 
4- 5- Repentance is @ fight and knowing of 'finne by the Law, a confeſ« 
ſing and ſorrow for ſin, &c. Faith is tbe ground of things. hoped for, 
Heb.'11. 1 and is accompanied with obedience, Jam. 3; Let themeither 
now prove, that infants are turned ftom fin, ſee, know, confeſſe, and ſpr- 
row for it, beleeve the promiſes of God, or they ſay nothing. 


An. 


of Baptiz.ing Infants. 

Anſ. They reaſon ignorantly and perverſely, not only againſt 
_ thelight of Gods verk tng of "Samak As if re bru il cre 
ſhould pleade thus. A man is aliving creature that hath a reaſo- 
-nable ſoule ; and the proper aft«&ions of a man as he is a man,are 
the faculty of ndukindiog, of thinking, capcableneſle of lear- 
ning, of remembring, faculty of reaſoning, of judging and dit- 
. cerning trueand falfe, good and evill, of approving and impro- 
ving, of willing andnilling, of ſpeaking, ot numbring, &c. Now 
let them which afhirme that infants are borne men ( as Chriſt 
dorh in-Fobn-16. 21.') prove that infants doe underſtand , doe 
thinke, remember, judge, diſcerne good and evill, approve, will, 
ſpeake, 8c. or elſe they ſay nothiug. Were not ſuch a dif- 
puter worthy to be laughed and hiffed at , who requireth the 
atuall uſe and manifeſtation of humane affe&ions and facultics 
in- infants ? which are inthem bur potentially and inthe ſeede 
and R——_ and becauſe they cannot declare theſe things by 
their works, therefore he denyeth them to be of the generation 
of mankinde, or borne men into the world, or that they have the 
faculties of men at all in them any manner of way ? Even ſuch is 
the argumentation of theſe erronocus _ againſt the truth of 
religion. For as: before they reaſoned againſtthe finne, tranſ- 
grefſion- and condemnation: of Infants ( contrary to Pauls: do- 
&rine in Rom. 5. ) becauſe infants aQually anderfitand not the 
law, nor tranſgretſe againſt it ;_( and will not conſider how the 
are ſinners originally in Adam ) ſo now alſo they reaſon againſt 
the grace of Chriſt in infants, and his worke of regeneration in 
them, becauſe they cannot outwardly manifeſt the effe&ts of re- 
generation or fruits of Faith, ( ſuch as the Scriptures that they 
alledge doe require in 'o01der perſons ) and will not underſtand : 
that theſe graces are in them through Chriſt and his Spiric, bur 
in the beginnings onely ( as I have formerly proved ) andare nor 
in them as in thoſe of full age, who by: reaſon of uſe have their 
ſenses exerciſed to diſcerne both good and evill. And here 1 de- 
fire to know of the Anabapriſts in their next writings about theſe 
matters; firſt, when they chinke that children ( who in their 0+ 
pinion are borne without any {inne ) begin ro be ſinners, whe- 
ther at 2. 3. 5. 7. or other yeares : and when they can juſtly 
reprove a child for ſinne, if it ſhew in word, deede, or-geſture, 


any thing contrary to the Law of God, as if it ſweare, curſe, Iye, 
di ſobey . 


A. Cenſure wpon a Dialogue FOR 
difobey parents, take anothers goods, be froward, angry, or th 
like. Yea,let any of them tell me (it he can ) when he himſelfe 
fiſt fell from his innocency and+became afinner, being none be- 
fore; by what a&, or tranſgrefſion of what Commandement.' Ic 
is ſtrange that an innocent man ſhould fall from his innocencie, 
and not know when and how. Secondly, let them ſay, whether 
every child fo ſoone as it beginnerh to bea ſinner hath not re- 
medy for the fin by Chriſt; and ſo whether ir be not capable 
of repentance, | faith, regeneration, 8c. and conſequently of 
Baptiſme ſo ſoone as it is a ſinner. Thirdly, ſeeing they inſiſt 
ſo muck on the perfe&ion of the ordinances of the new Teſta- 
ment, as of the old ( which thing I willingly grant ) Idefireto 
know whether ( as God appoinced the eight day for the circum- 
cifing of achild after it was borne ) Chriſt hath appointed any 
day, moneth, or-yeare for a child to be baptized afcer ir is 
borne. | 

If they fay, none, but when the child can manifeſt repentance 
and faith : then what manifeſtation hath Chriſt preſcribed, whe. 
ther if the child ſay it repenteth him, and-he beleeveth, it is c- 


-nough, or what rules and ordinances Chriſt hath given, by 
a 


which we may certainly know that now ( and not before or 

er) a child is to receive Baptiſme, as a repentant and belceving 
finner : and let them tcl us at what age of their children they or 
any of them hath firſt baptized his child unto remiſſion of finnes. 
Fhefethings are needfull to be knowne, that we may walkeby 
rule; and being net yet fignified ( to my knowledge ) inany 
of their writings, I defire for my information, and for the better 
clearing ofthele controverſies, that they would ſet downe their 


_do@rine touching theſe points. For ic is required of all parents 


to bring up their children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, Fpbeſ. 6. 4. this they cannot do aright, unlefle they know 
when firſt they begin to fin, and conſequently when firſt they 
begin to beleeve. If they blame a child tor {in whiles it is an 


innocent, they commit iniquity : it they keepe a child from 
'Chrift and Chriſtian Baptiſme when ic is a repentant and belee- 


ving (inner (-which may be ſo ſoone as it is a (1nner)) they wrong 
their child moſt finfully,to condemne that which Chriſt juſtifeth, 
Theſe things are worthy of ferious conlideration both in reſpe& 
of our childrens cftate and of our owne. 


And - 
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| of Baptizing Infants. - 
+And'now ere proceed fuither to anſwer their cavils; I will 
ſhew two commandements tor the baptizing Infants : the one 
given of old to our Fathers, the other given by © hriſt, 

1. 'That which was once commanded ot God and never by 
him called backe, is now ftill ro be done: as it is writcen, What 
thing ſoever I command zou, objerv? to doe it, D-ucron. 42. 32. but 
God commanded rhe outward 1eale of his covenant of graceto 
be given to the infants of his people, as in Ger. 17. 12,13. Hee 
that is eight dayes old ſhall be circumciſed am ng you, &c. and my 
coendnt ſhall be in your fleſp for an everlaſting covenant, And 
this commandcment couching the ſubſtance of ir, and outward 
ſealing of the covenant, hath never by him been abrogated, 
therefore it is till to be continued, and our infants ( by vertue 
of that commandement ) are to have the ſeale of Gods Cove- 
nant; 

The common obj<Rtion that this proofe is not from Chriſts 
teſtament, buc from Moſes writings, is of no weight. For Moſes 
wrote of Chriſt, John 5. 46. The Apuftlefaid none other things then 
thoſe which the Prophets and Moſes did ſay ſhould come, Acts 26. 
22; Chriſt came not to deſtroy the Law, or the Prophets, but to fullfill, 
Mat. 5. 17. Paul proveth our juſtitication by Faith in Chrift, 
from Abrabams example written by Moſes, as wricten not for 
his ſake alone, but for us, Rom. 4.3. 2 44 Therefore the example 
of Abrahams infants cir:umciſcd, is writcen tor us allo. To mani- 
feſt this reaſon more tully, 1lay downe thele particulars, Firſt, 
That the covenant then made with Abraham was the covenant 
of the Golpcl, which we now have. 2, That circumctiion the ſcale 
of the covenant & bapti{ine the ieale of the covenant now, are one 
and the ſimein (uh{ftance. The ficft is proved thus, Paul (fairh, The 
Seripture fore 'ceing that God would juſtifie the heathen through faith, - 
preached be fore the Goſpel unto Abraham, In thee ſh1tl all Nations be 

bleſſed, Gal. 3. 8. Again, when circumci:icn was inſtituted the co=" 
venant was, Ton ſhalt be a father of many Nations, &c, 17. 4. 5, 
thigprowile { as belonging to the taith ot Thiift ) is arplyed to” 
our ſtate under the Goſp:l, Rom. 4.13. 16.17. and is by Part 
there oppoſed to the Law, Moreover the covenant with Abra- 
bam, was, that the Lord would bea God to him and- to his ſcede 
after bim, Gen. 17, 7. this' promiſe implyeth bleſedneiſe ro 
bim and chem : for, Bleed is the Nation- wioſe God is the Lord, 
| ; H : Pal. -- 
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Pſal. 33. 12. and this bleſſednefſe con: meth on noneby the Law, 
Tom. 4. 15. Gal. 3.10, 11, 12. and that he ſhould bea God un. 
tous, and we his people, is the ſumme of the Goſpel, Heb. $. 40, 
2 Cor. 6. 16, Revel. 21. 3. The difference betweene the Fathers 
and us, is, that.they had the ,Goſpel in promiſe; wee have 
the ſame Goſpel in performance, Luke 1.69. 71, 72, 73sKc. As 
13. 32, 33. & 26. 6. They beleeved in Chriſt that was tocome, We 
bclecve in Chriſt who is come : Their faith and ours is onein 
ſubſtance, .Heb. 11..Gal. 3. 9. That circumciſion and baptiſme 
are alſo ane in ſubſtance ( though different in outwar1 iigne,) is 
thus manitcſted. Circumciſion was the (1gne of faith and holineſſe, 
Rom..4,. 11. and 2. 29. Col. 2.11. Det. 10.16. Baptiſme is the 
Ggne of Faith and holineſle, 4s $.37, 58. Rom. 6.3, 4, &c. Cir. 
cumcilion was the firſt figne and ſcale.of entring inco the Cove. 
-Nant : Baptiſme is ſonow, Wee now being buried with Chriſt 
In. baptiſme, are ſaid to be circumciſed in him, Col. 2. 11, 12. 
which plaincly manifeſteth them to be one and the ſame; even 
as their other ſacramentall fignee, are ſaid to be the ſame that we 
now have, in reſpe& of the things ſignified, 1 Cor. 10- 1, 2, 3, 4. 
x Cor, 5. 7, 8. For as much then as the covenant with Abra- 
bam and wich us, and the ſeale of the covenant then and noi, are 
one in ſubſtance, it followeth, that the commandement then to 
give intants the (eale of the covenant, being never repealed, bin- 
deth us to give them the ſeale of the covenant art this day. The 
Exceptions which the adverſaries make of the difference betweene 
circumcilion and baptiſme, ſhall be anſwered after in their 
Jace, | 

4 Secondly, The ſecond commandement for baptizing of in- 
fants, is in Mark 16.15. Goe preach the Goſpell to every creature ; 
he that beleeveth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved. Mat. 28. 19 Goe 
teach all nations, baptizing them, &c In this commiſſion of Chriſt 
aretwo things, the preaching of the Goſpel to every creature, to 
all nations; andthe ſealing of the ſame by baptiſme. The-Gol- 
pel belonged to infants, and they are neceſlarily implyed in the 
firſt: therefore baptiſme belonged ro infants, and they are as neceſ- 
farily implied in the latter. Chriſt biddeth them proclaime or 
preach the Goſpel : but what the Goſpel is, is not here declared, 
wemuſt gather it from other Scriptures. The Goſpel ( or Evan- 
gclic) is theglad tydings or joyfull declaration that.the _ 
WIIC 
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which was:made unto the Fathers, God hath fulfilled the ſame 
unto us their children : the promiſe (1 ſay ) concerning Chriſt 
and thie redemption of the world by him, as theſe Scriptures 
teach, AJs 13. 32, 33. Luke 1+ 54455 69. 70, JI, 72, 73, XC. 
As. 2. 38, 39. and 26. 22, 23. Luke 4. 18:21, So theGoſpel 
Gwhich is the good tidings of the fulfilling of the promiſe ) is as 
large as the promiſe was: whereupon, not inthe; forementio» 
|; Scriptures onely,.but in many other places, the Apoſtles re- 
ferre the Goſpel] to the promiſe (or promiſes)made of old: as It is 
of faith, that it might be by grace; to-the end the !promiſe might be 
47 to all the ſeede, Rom. 4. 16.- and, Now we, Brethren, as Iſaac 
was, are the children of promiſe, Gal. 4. 28. and Chrift was a Mi- 
niſter of the circumcifion, fox the truth of God,- to confirme the promiſes 
( made ) unto the- fathers : -and that the Gentiles might glorifie God 
for mercy, Rom. 15. 8, 9, and, That the promiſe by faith of Feſus 
Chriſt, might be grven to them that belecve, Gal. 3,22. and; Paul an 
Apoſtle, &c. according to the promiſe of life, which is in Ehrift Feſus, 
2Tim. 1. 1. and many the like.Not in general only, but the parti- 
cular promiſes at {everall times,are ſhewed to be accompliſhed in 
the Goſpel; as the promiſe to Adam, Rom. 16. 20. from Gen, 
3:15. r0 Abraham, Luke 1. 55- 73, Rom. 4.416; 17, 18> to Du»: 
vid, Luke 1.69, 70. Ads 2. 30, 31. to Iſrael by Moſes, Samuel, 
and. other Prophets, ' As 3. 22. 24, 25.- Luke%1,70. ſothat all 
the promiſes of God are yea and Amen in Chriſt, 2 Corinth. 1. 20. 
bak for the point in controverlie, the promiſes of grace and ſal- 
vation to Abraham and to his ſeed, Gen. 17-7. is by the Goſpel 
ſhewed to be conhrmed, Luke 1. 55. As 2. 38, 39, Gal. 3-14.16, 
29, But the proiniſe to Abrahams tced implyed- his infants, 
Gen. 17.7. 10. 12. therefore che Goſpel { which is the comple- 
ment of that promiſe ) implyeth vur intants, and ſo the Apoſtle 
faith, The promiſe is tv you and to your-thildren, -AFs 2. 39, And the 
ligne and tcale of the promiſe. was- given to Avrabams children 
in.infancy, Get. 17. 10, 12. therefore ic belongeth ro our chil- 
dren in their infancy : - and wee are ſaid to be the children 
of promiſe as Iſaac-was, Gal: 4..28.. Bue Tſaur was the child 
of promile in his infancy, and had then the.ſeale of the-promiſe 
in his infancy, when he was but eightdays old, 49s 7..8. where- 
fore we allo in our infancy are children of the promiſe, and 
-have right co the ale of the covenant even then, or cli weare 
. H.2 ih not” 
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not 2s Tſarewas. And thus Chriſt commanding the Goſpell to - 


be preached , commanded the fulfilling of the promites to bee 
preached, even all and every one of thepromiſes, without excep. 
ting any : and ſo commanded the promile of grace, and accom» 
pliſhment of it to the ſecede of the faithful], even in their infancy, 
to be preached, Likewiſe commanding the ſeale of the covenent 
to be applyed unto all within the promiſe, as freely and gene. 
rally, now as ever it was of old, not excepting Infants : hee 
commanded infants to be ſealed by baptiſme, as they were ſea. 
led before by circumciftion. And ſeeing all beleevers are by his 
commiſſion to be baptized : the infants of the Church being be. 
leevers (in reſpe& of the beginning of faith, though not aftually ) 
as | haveformerly proved, they are a!fo to be baptized by ver. 


. tue of Chriſts commiſſion, Mark 16. Mat. 28. that ſo the promiſes 


unto the Farhers may be confirmed, andthe Gentiles ( as well as 
the circumcifion, that is, the Jewes ) may gloritie God for his 
mercy, Rom. 15. 8,9. k 

Now I will proceedto anſwer their exceptions, bezinning 
firſt with this about circumcifion , and the covenant with Abra- 
ham. 

1. There was a commandement for circumciſion , Gen. 17, there 
#s none for bapti/me of Ir.fants. : 

Anſ. This is before diſproved , and a commandement ſhew- 
ed, Mark 16. For the ſcaling of the ſeed of the Faithfull in in- 
fancy, was a part of the Goſpel ; ſeeing the Goſpel is the fulfil- 
ling of the covenant and promiſe made to the Fathers, and to 
Abraham in ſpeciall, As 13. 32, 33. Luke 1. 55. 73. Ifitbee 
objeRed, thar thar baptizing of faſince is not there particularly 
expreſſed :- ] anſwer, neither are other parts of the Goſpel par- 
ticularly expreſſed there: but the Goſpell ip generall being to be 
proclaimed, all parts of the Goſpel (whereof ſealing the infants 
is one ) are necefſarily implyed. Note alfo that things are 
taught and co:-manded ſometime in Scriprure, though not in 
expreſſe words : as the Trinitie of perſons in the unity of the 
God head, the reſurreQion of the no ( as Chriſt proveth ) was 
taught in Exod. 3. Eternall life in heaven, and e:ernall death in 
hell are not expreſſed in Moſes law : nor that they ſhould have 
Synagogues in every citic for the people to meer on the Sabboath. 

eitheMin the new Teſtament is it taught in expreſſe words, = 
Chri 
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Chriſt is coefſentiall, cocquall, cocternall, with the Father : 


or; that his death and obedience is-the merit of our righteouſ- 
netie, or ſatisfaction for our j{innes: nor exprefly commanded 


. that women ſhould receive the Lords Supper, nor example that 


any did: with ſundry other things which though they Be not 


, exprelied in plaine words, yet are they ſoundly to be proved by 


arguments from the ſcripture. 
2. That commandement included males onely, children or ſervants, 


though unbeleevers, and excluded all females, though beleevers : ſo doth 


-not baptiſme. | 
Anſw.1. It is untruly ſaid that ſervants unbeleevers were 


\40 be circumciſed : they feigne this, the ſcripture teacheth them 


not. ſo, but the contrary, For circumciſion was the ſeale of the 
righteouſneſſe of faith, Rom. 4. 11. and ſhould it be ſet uponun- 


|beleevers, which had no righteouſneſfſe, no faith? So God 


ſhould be made the author of a falſe and Jying ſeale: to ſignifie 
and to aſſure the things which were not. Againe, every cir- 
cumciſed perſon was to eat the Paſſover, and had all other pri- 
viledges of Iſraels Law, Exod. 12. 48, 49. the Pafſover fignifi- 
ed Chriſt, and the eating of ic lite by Chriſt, x Cor. 5. 7.8. 
_ 6.57. But nounbeleever had theſe benefits. Andifunbe- 
eevers and Iſ{raclites had communion together in circumcifion, 
Paſſover, and other holy things, then was the Church of 1ſra- 
elno communion of Saints, but a mixture with all ſorts of in- 
tidells, whoſoever would, contrary to Exodus 19. 5, 6. Levit. 
19. 2.and 20. 7. Deut, 14.1,2. & 26,18, 19. Levit. 20.26.. 1 
Kings 8. 53. Though females ( wanting that part of the body ) 
werenot outwardly circumciſed, for that foreskinne which was 
not, could not becut off: yet may wenot ſay they were exclu- 
ded, for then they might not have caten the Paſſover, Exodus 
12. 48. They were within the covenant ( Dent. 29. 10, 11, 12. } ® 
and haakend) in the males. As the men had that ligne of purifica- 
tion ( according to the nature of the male) which women had 
not; ſo women had another kind of purification (according to 
the nature of the Female ) which men had not, L-vit. 12. Each 
ſex had their portion in the things that figured their redempti- 
on by Chriſt, according to their ſeverall natures. Tineretore 
when the outward ſigne was changed from circumciting to bap- 


tizing, whereof the Femaleis as capableas the male, both ſexes 
are 
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are baptized. As $. 12. So infants now are as-capable of bap« 
oy cg as 4 were of circumciſion, there is- nothing ” roar 
to debarre them from it, ' : 

3: The law required circamciſion to be performed on the eight day : 
f0 doth not the my baptiſme. 

Anſm. What of this ? the law of baptiſme appointeth no day 
atall forany : ſhall nonetherefore be art all baptized? The law 
required the Paſſover to be kept on the 14. day of the firſt 
moneth, Exod. 12, The Law. of Chriſt appointeth no day when 
- tocat the Lords Supper; yet it is the ſame in ſubſtance that the 
Paſſeover was, 1 Cor. 5.7, 8. ſo baptiſme is the ſame in ſubſtance 
that circumcition was, Calloſ. 2.11,12. and asall may now eate 
the Lords Supper, which mighc then cate the Paſchall : ſoall may 
now be baptized, which then were circumciſed. 
4+ But when-Faith is manifeſted ; _ then is Baptiſme to: be- perfor. 

med. | 

Anſw. They meane by manifeſtation; profeſſion with mouth ; 
-and by then they meane not before that time.. This is denied, and 
formerly diſproved,. and they have no one word of God to con- 
firmetheir do&rine. | 

2. Though infants manifeſt no faith by their -owne mouth, 
yet the mouth of God manifefts them ro have faith in the begin- 
ning or ſecede thereof, becauſe he teſtifieth them to be boly, 1 
Cor. 7; 14. which is not without Faith : and teſtifieth -them -c0 
have grace and rightcouſneſſe by Chriſt, anſwerable co the cor- 
ruption and unrighteouſneſſe which they have by Adam, Row: 5, 
as is before declared. 

Againe, they ſay , . Neither circumciſion nor baptifme,' are ſeales 
of the covenant of life and ſalvation : that which is ow the ſeale, was 
ever the ſame, which is the boly ſpirit of promiſe,” 2 Cor, 1. 22. Ephel, 
1-13-& 4.30, 

An ys bold untruth- contraditing- the Apuſtle who cal- 
Jeth the figne of circumcifion, The ſeale. of+ the righteouſneſſe - of 
faith, Rom.-4.'1+. and righteouſnelle of faith is life -and ſalvati- 
on,Gal. 3. 11. Epheſ. 2. 8, andthecovenane which: circumcition 
fealed was that the Lord would be their God, Gen. 17.7. 10. and 
fo hewould givethem, life and ſalvation, Revel. 21.3;'4. Whereas 
they except; The ſpirit is the ſeale : -ic is true, but they (ſhould ob- 
ſerve thatit is; an iavidible; ſcale. in:theheart 3 whereas Payl {5 4 
e 
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'keth of an outward-viſible ſeale , which is alſo a figne and on 
the body. Again,the covenant may have more ſeales then one : ſo 
that if the Spirit were an outward ſeale, yet might circumciſion 
be.a ſeale alſo of the ſame thing. Moſes calleth circumcifion -a 
ſgne or token, Gen, 17. 11. but he no where calleth it a ſeale : yet 
Paul calleth it a (eale, becauſe in truth it was ſo, and more then a 
bare ſigne. For a ſigne is to make ſome other thing knowne 
unto us as the dooJe-ſtone or land-marke is for diſtin&ion of 
grounds: or itis further to put us in minde of things former- 
ly done; as the ſtones at Gilgall were for a memoriall to Tfrael 
how their Fathers paſſed through Jordan , Joſb. 4. 20. 21, 22. 
But a ſeale gocth yet further, and certificth or aſſurcth of any 
promiſe orgife, Now becauſe circumciiion was ſuch a ſigne as 
alſured unto Abraham his righteouſneſſe by faith in Chriſt the 
promiſed ſeede: therefore the Apoſtle rightly calleth ir a ſeale. 
Upon which ground we alſo rightly call the Paſſeover, Baptiſme 
and our Lords Supper Seales, becauſe they are ſuch ſgnes as cer- 
tie and aſſure us of forgiveneſle of finnes, and of righteouſneſſe 
and ſalvation by Chriſt, And from this we have a moſt certaine 
ground for the Baptiſme of infants : becauſe Baptiſme is no more 
now, then circumciſion was of old, namely a figne and ſeale of 
righteouſneſſe by faith. And if infants had ſuch a ſeale under 
the promiſe of the Goſpel : how ſhould it with any colour be 
denied now under the perforiuance of that promile ? Unleſle we 
will (ay, Chriſt hath not confirmed the promiſes made unto the 
Fathers, contrary to Rom. 15. 8. 2 Cor, 1, 20. 
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(pel, the Old and the New, Gal. 4. The old Covenant, the Law was made 
with the children of Abraham after the fleſh , and had circumciſion in 
their fleſh for a ſigne thereof. The New Covenant the Go'pel, is not 
made but with the one ſeed, Gal. 3. 15. that are of tbe faith of Abraham, 
The children of the fleſh are not they to whom this Covenant is made, 
Rom. g. 8. the children of the fleſh muſt be put out , &e. Gal. 4. 30. 
$9 that the Covenant with Abraham and his children after the fleſh, was 
not the covenant of life and ſalvation ; it was the covenant of workes, 
of the law, &*c. 

Anſs. In this their plea , there is a little truth, but much er- 
rour and deluſion. It is true, there were but two Covenants, 
the Law .and the Goſpel. There is ſophiſtry aud —_ in 
theic 
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their faying, thecovenant of the Law was with:the children of 


Abraham after the fleſh: for as after the fleſh meaneth natural 
generation , ſo Tfazc, Facob, and: all the Itraclices, even Chriſt 
himſelfe was Abrahams children'after the fleth, Mat. 1. 1. Rom, 
1.3.&9.3, 4,5. yet were not they aliens trom the covenant 
of the Goſpel. But as the fleſp meanerth corruption of nature, 
Rom. $1. $8.9. andas men havenoother generation of the Spi- 
rit, but of the fleſh, Fobn 3. verſe 5, 6. in this (ence it is crue, 
that the children of the fleſh are not the children of God, Rom; 
9.8. and they are under theLaw, not under the Gofpel. Bur this 
is nothing againſt the truth we maintaine, For Tjaac who was 
Abrahams ſeed after the fi ſhin the firſt ſenie, bar after the ſpirit, 
and by promiſe in the ſecond tenſe, he was circumciſed in his in- 
fancy. 'Now all the Chriftian Church are as Tjaac, children of 
the promiſe, Gal. 4. 28. and vur infants though by nature ( as it 
is corrupted ) they be children of wrath, Epheſ:2. yet by promiſe 
and grace in Chriſt, they are children ot God, Rom. 5. and 
therefore are to have the ſeale of the covenatir of grace in infan- 
cie, as Tſaac had, even as by Abrahams juitircation, the Apoſtle 
proveth the juſtitication otus all, Kom, 4. 3. 22, 22, 24. 

Errour it is that they ſay, Abryhams cildren þ.id Circumcifon 
in the fleſh for a ſigne of the old covenant or Law. For ti:ft.'the Law 
was given by Moſes, 7chn 1.7. many yeares atter Abrubam, and 
could not di{anul] the Covenant with Abriham, or make the 
promiſe of none effett, as the Apoſtle plainly teacherh us, Gal, 
3. 17. Chriſt alto ſaith, Circun:ciſon was not of Mo &s, but of the 
Fathers, John 7.22. Secondly, the covenant which circumcition 
ſealed, was that the | ord would be a God to Abrakam and his ſeed, 
Gen. 17. 7. 10. this was the cov: nant of the Goſpe!, Heb. $.8. 10, 
Revel. 21.3. Thirdly, Circumciiion was the ſeale of the righte- 
ouſneſſe of Faith, Rom. 4. 11, but the Law is not of Faith, Gul. 3. 
11, 12, therefore circumcifion was a feale of the Goſpe!, promi- 
ſed ſeale of the covenant of grace. 

Whereas they ſay, The new cv nant is not made but with the 
ene ſeed, Gal. 3.16. «It is true, and maketh againſt chem : for that 
oxe ſeede, is there ſhewed to be Chriſt; nor Chriſt in his owne 

rſon onely, but Chriſt with his Church, which make one myfti- 
call body, 1 Cor. 12.12. Fpheſ'5. 30, 31, 32. Now the infants of 
the Charch are by the covenant of grace of the bady of Chrift, 

eyen 


- . 
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- even as by nature they are of thebody-and ſtock of Adam, as be- 


fore ( in the treaty of Origmall finne ) we have proved by. Rom. 
5.. ſo-that the new covenant is made with them alſo, and there- 
fore the ſcale of that covenant is due unto them now, as it was 
in Abrahams dayes. 
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of circumciſion was a ſigne, Gen. 17. was not the ſame which wee 
have now in the Goſpel: becduſe the Lord ſaith, it is not the ſame, 
Jo 31-31. Heb.$.6.-it is a new covenant that we have under the 
Goſpel. 

Anſw. It is no marvell though theſe men ſo often ſlander us, 
when they dare belye the Lord himſelfe.. Neither doth the Pro- 
-phet, nor the Apoſtle ( in the places by them cited, or ) an 
where ſay, that the covenant which Abraham had, and which 
was ſealed to him by circumciſion, isnot the ſame which we have. 
I have before proved them to be one in ſubſtance by Gal. 3. Rome. 
4:11- The covenant ſpoken of by Feremy was made when God 
tooke them by the hand to bring them out of Xg ypt, Jerem. 31. 
32. Heb. $. whereas the covenant with Abraham was many 
nn Gal. 3. 17. Thereforethe covenant made with A- 

by promiſe, is the ſame that we now have by perfor- 
Ro and confirmation of that promiſe, Luk. 1.54, 55, 72, 73+ 
Rom. 15.8. 


Againe they ſay, Though Abraham himſelfe had the covenant of 


grace promiſed bim, by which promiſe be had ſalvation in the Meſſiah Page1 48, 


tocomez yet had henot the Ordinances of the new covenant which we 
have : and therefore none of his ſeed in the fleſb could be partakers of 
that which he bad not himſelfe. 

Anſw. They grant enough to their owne condemnation :for 
if Abrabams covenant was of grace and ſalvation by Chriſt; 
then was ic nor of the law(as before they pleaded )for that cau- 
feth wrath and damnation, Rom. 4. 15. Gal. 3. 10. 12.We plead 
not for the ſame externall Ordinances or manner of outward 
diſpenſation: bur for the ſame ſubſtance ofthe covenant, which 
was of faith, not of works: and ſo of the Goſpe), not of the 
Law, as Paxl teacheth us, Rom. 4. Gal. 3. The Iſraelites Paſſeover 


_ ofthe Lamb, andour Paſſover Chriſt: their feaſtof unleave- 


ned cakes, and ours (1 Cor, 5:78.) differ apparently in the 
Outs 
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of wheate from the earth ; their drinke of water from the rock, 
ours of wine from the Grape, ( in the ſupper of our Lord) how 
1catly doe they differ in the outward things? yet were they the- 
—_ ſpiritaall meat and drink both to them and us,even Chriſt; 
as. the Apoſtle teacherh, 1 Cor. 10. 3, 4. So Circumcifion and. 
Baptiſme differ much. in.the outward rite and ligne ; but not in 
the ſubſk .nce or thing ſignified. | 
. Yet ceaſe they not their idle contention, but further ſay con- 
cerning us, They ſpeake untruly, in ſaying that the Covenant 
which this new is nor like,is that.law givenaupon Mount Sinai, 
Exod. 19. not:that in Gen. 17. Marke the mords ( in Jer: 31. Heb, 


* 8. ) Notlike the Covenant that Imade with the Fathers, when. I tooke 


them by the hand to bring them out of yg ypt, which is mentioned in 
Exod. 3. not Exod. 19, then did God. appeate' ta Moſes, and come. 
mayded him to take them by the band. and. lead th:m out cf Agypt, 
where the Covenant is mentioned in verſe 6, Iam the, God of thy Fa» 
thers, Abraham, &rc. I am come to deliver them, &c. to bring them 
into a good land, &c. which promiſe was made untotheir. Father A- 

braham.. 5 
 Anſ. The untruth and ignorance is in themſelves that ſo rea+ 
ſyn. For there was no covenant.made in Exod. 3. Let the place 
be viewed. Though if there had then a covenant beene made, jt 
were nothing to our purpoſe ; becauſe Abrubam was dead ma- 
ny yeares before, and we reaſon of the covenant made witch him 
and his feedc, whiles he lived, Gen. 7. But in Exod. 19. 5.1, &c, 
the Lawes are, pron wlgated. In Fxqd. 24. 7, 8. the covcnant. is 
made up anddedicated. And thar this was that firſt and old co 
yenant which ſhould be aboliſhed, as Feremy foretold, the Apo- 
file doth plainely manifeſt. For having ſbewed the promiſe here- 
of in Heb: 8.8. to 13, he proſecuteth- the ſame matter in Heb. g, 
ſhewing the. difference betweene the firſt covenant and the ſe« 
cond, or the od and the new; and how. 21 covenant ( or teſta« 
ment ) muſtbe contirmed.by blaod and death: which tor. the 
new was by the death of Chriſt, Heb. 9. 19.-16- and for che firſt, 
it was with the death and blood of Bullocks and Goats, where- 
with Moſes ſprinkled the people, verſ. 18, 19, 30. And this was 
that ation recorded in. Exod, 24. done ar Mounc Sinai. Mgreo- 
| | ver 
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ver obſerve here theſe mens fraud :; Feremy ſpeaketh of a'cove- 


nant made, they tell us of a covenant ( or promiſe.) mentioned in 
Exod-3. as if to make a covenant when they came our of Ag zft, 
and to mention a Covenant or promiſe made many yrares 
before with Abraham in Canaan, were all one. That which is 
alledged of the land of Canaan promited in Gen. 17. $. is true, 
a3 a type or tigure,but notas the main thing rhere intend:d. For 
Abrabam himiclfe had no inheritance in the land of Canaan, 
no not ſo much as'to ſet his foot on, Afs'7. 5. how then did 
Circumciſion ſeale thas to Abraham which God never perfor- 
med to him ? Is not this to make Gods promite to him, vaine ? 
The Apoſtle is a better Expolitor, who faich, That Circumciſiott 
ſealed to-him righteouſneſſe of faith, which he had before, Rom. 4. 
11.and telleth us, how by faith Abraham ſojourned m the land of 
promiſe, as in a ſtrange Country, and lcokee jor a heavenly: Citie and 
comtrey, which he-underſtood to be figured by thar earthly land: 


Heb. 11. 9, 16, 16. And if the poſſeſſion ot Canaan was that 


which Circumciiion feal:d,then Abrahams fervanrts,yea & all his 
Sons by Keturah, ang all Proſeiyres of other familics, that were 
circumciſed, were deluded with a vainepromite : ſeeing none of 
all chete had ever inheritance in Canaan, bur onely the 1ſraclites, 
the poſtericy of Tſceac, which werenumbred in Numb.26. 2.to53. 


Againe, they except thus, The covenant is made in Gen. 17. Page150. 


with Abrabam and his ſeed, not with every faithfull man and bis 
feed: Is every faithfull man Abraham ? "what proofe for that ® Tt is 
well if we be Abrahams ſeed, &c. 

An.The exception is frivolous: for by vertue of that covenane 
with Abraham who circumciſed his infants, Tſaac his Son, Facob 
his ſon,all the Iſraelites in their generation, andevery faithfall 
Proſelyre of the heathens,circumciſed their infants. So the faith« 


-fall now, who all are Abrahams ſeed, and heirs by promiſe, Gal. 


3-29. do ſeal their infants with baptiſm as of old they did with 
circumecifion, for the promiſe isto ſuch and to their children, - 
Ats 2. 39. When Paul .bringeth Abrahams example for juſti= 
fication by Fairh, Rom. 4: if any ſhonld trifle and ſay, what is 
thatrous? Weare not Abrahams : the Apoſtle telleth, it was 


ot written for bis ſake alone, but - us alſo, Rom. 4. 23, 24. So ſay 


we; that Abrabam gave his infants the ſcale of the covenant, it is 


I 2 not 
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not written for him alone, but alſous. Batthey proceede and' | 


ſay in Rom. 4. 21. Abraham received the ſigne of Circumciſion, 
the ſeale of the righteou/neſſe of faith which he had, when he was un-. 


Page 151+ circumciſed, that be ſhould be the Father of the faitbfull, &c. This 


prov:th that Abraham recerved Circumciſion to ſeale up bis father. 
bood of tbe Faithfull, not that he received it to ſeale up bis faith inthe- 
Meſiah , which he had 24. yeares before: but a ſeale of his faith in 
beleeving God, that he ſhould be the father of many Nations, Gen, . 
17. 4. Rom. 4. 17. and this was imputeg unto bim for righteouſneſſe, 
Rom. 4. 22. -# 

ta. They are blind, and would make blind. Firſt, There 
is no Faith that can bc imputed to any man for righteouſnelle, 
but the Faith thatis in the Meſtiah; as the Apoſtle-proveth at 
large, in Rem.3.21,22.24-25.and Rom.g. Gal. 3. 2 And Abraham 
beleceving the promiſe of a ſeed, which beliefe was counted to- 
him for righteouſheſle, Gen.15 .5,6. bcleeved Chriſt principally, 
as his ſeed after the fleſh: for otherwiſe, how could all nations 
be bleſſed in him, that is in his ſeed, as God promiſed, Gen. 12. 
3. Gal. 3.8.16, | 

Thirdly, the Apoſtle diſproveth their vaine glofſe, when ha- 
ving ſhewed how Abrabams Faith was counted to him for righ- 
teouſneſſe, Rom. 4. 9. to 22, heannexeth, that this was writ- 
ten for us alſo, to whom it ſballbe imputed, if we beleeve in him, that 
al up Jeſus, verſ. 23, 24. But if Abrabams Faith had not been 
the faith in Chriſt, the Apoſtles argument from his example had 
beene impertinent. 

Finally they ſay, Abraham received Circumciſion as none re- 
ceived it : and faith was required of none to Circumciſton : but faith 
is.required to Baptiſme : and therefore theſe be but mens drewns, and 
chafee in ftead of wheate. 

Anſw. Indeed they would give us chaffe for wheate, They 
would, have us beleeve that Abrabams circumcition. ſealed his 
fatherhoad,not his Faith in Chriſkwhich dreame is before reta- 
ted, They, would teach us rwo or more circumcitions, one whick 
Abraham had, another which other men had. - But as there is 
one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſme, Epbeſ. 4. 5. fo we tinde bur one' 
circumciſion, which all our Fathers received. They would per- 
ſwade.us, that whatocver Paid faith, that circumciſion. _ = 
ed 
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ſeale of the righteouſneſſe of faith, Rom. 4. 11. yet faith was required 
none to Circamciſion. But who will beleeve this their dreame? 
'will God ſeale righteouſnes of faith to them that have no faith ? 
This is to make God the author of vaine and worthleſle ſeals, If 
it ſealed not to men rightcouſnefle of faith, what ſealed it? Nor 
the Land of Canaan, for{as is foreſhewed ) no child of - Abraham 
by Keturab, no Proſelyte had inheritance in Canaan: no not 
Tſaac nor Facob, who were but ftrangers in the Land, as Abra- 
ham was, Heb. 11, 9. Not the Covenant of the Law, for 
that was not given till my years afrer Abraham, neither could 
any man have righteouſneſſe by ir, but wrath and curſe, Gal. 3. 
10. But had not ercour blinded their eyes, they might ſee that 
the covenant ſcal'd by circumcifion was,that the Lord would be 
a God to them and to their ſeed after them, Gen 17.7. and this - 
was the covenant of grace in Chrift. Heb. $8.8. 10. 

Againſt Peters dotrine in As 2.38, 39. where he ſaith, the 
promiſe is made to you and to-your children they cavill thus, where- 
as many ſtumble at the word Children, conceiving that it is means Pagel36« 
of Infants, it is here and el ſewhere nſedoften in the $ criptures for men 
of underſtanding, Ats 3. 25, &c, 

Anſ. How ſtruggle thele men againſt the light ! It is erue,that 
the word Children often meaneth men of underſtanding : bu 
meaneth ic not infanes alſo? The word: Seede uſed in Gen. 

17. often implyeth old perſons alſo: will they therefore in- 
ferre, that the promiſe and (cale thereof to Abrahams ſeed, be- 
longed not tohis ſeed in their infancy ? So neither is thereany 
reaſon to thinke thar the promiſe to the Jews and their children 
mentioned in As 2. is meant onely of men of underſtanding, & 
not alſo of their children in infancy. For when the Apeftle ſpea- 
keth of the promile to them andto their children, concerning 
Chriſt and remiſſion of {ins by him,and ſealing the (ame by bap- 
tiſme:. he hathevident reference to the promiſe made of old to 
Abraham, which concerned the'ſame things, and was fealed by: 
circumciſion : as appeareth by comparing Luke 1.545 5- 7273+ - 
&c. Gal. 3.8. 16. 

Whereas the Apoſtle 1 Cor. 7.- 14. calleth a. beleevers chil. 
dren holy; theſe men expound him thus : If your children in youx © 
owne judgementbe holy, and you doe-not put them: away. when: you are' 

CONe: 


w., A Cenſure upon a Diatogue 
«converted to the faith, tut u'e them -ſlill as your children, &c. than 
wmdy you keepe your Wives being, boly, they being of a_neerer naturall 
bond then your chilcren, and uje them ſtill as yaur wives, &c. Their 
Treaſon of this Interpretation is ; becauſe holinelle . ſometimes ſipnifieth 
when aferſon-or —_ ſet a part or ſanified to the beleever, x Tim. 
4-5. Tic. 1.15, us i5 the unbeleeving wiſe holy, and thus are the 
children holy, and nat otherwiſe. | | 
Anſw. That Children are thas ſan&itied to the belgever is 
true: butin ſaying, andnot otherwiſe, ehey doe violenceto'the 
Apoſtles Doctrine, aod the truch is notin them. 
| For tuſt, che meaneth not the childrea-to beholy in the pa- 
rents judgements, but telleth them his owne judgement, they 
are baly : and uſeth ir as a reaſon to conhrm his former do&rine, 
Secondly, he meancth not in reſpeCt of putting the Chil- 
dren away trom civill uſe as Children; for ſo no more ſhould be 
taid for the Chi'dren of the faichfull, then for their infdell 
fervants; for Philen.on might and did retaine Oxeſtmus 1or ci- 
vill uſe asa ſervant, before he was converted to Chriſt, 7; ilemeon 
5-10, 11, &c, andbcleeving Servants might dwell and converſe 
civilly with unbeleeving Maſters, a Tim. 6. 1,2. Yea migsbe- 
gocten Children and baſtards were nat to bepur away in reſpe& 
of civill uſe: for who ſhouldnouriſh or bring them up, rather 
then thcir owne Parents, 2 Sum. 11. 4, 5. and 12. 14, 15, 
&c, | 
Thisdly, they corrupt the Apoſtles reaſon, which isnot to 
this effe&. If you may keep your Children, then you may keepe 
your Wives : But thus, yourunbelecving Wives you may keep, 
tor they are ſan&ifiedunto you, becauſe the children which you 
beget ofthem, are holy : and'fo the holineſſe of the Children is 
anargument and proofe that they might {ill retaine their un- 
beleeving Wives. . 

- Fourthly, they chavge the Apoſtles words amiſſe : he faith 
not of unbelceving Wives that they are boly, but ſanRified-to the 
beleeving husband ; 'but the children were holy. ME 

Fiftly,the ſanRification of meats, and purity of other things, 
mentioned in 1 Tim. 4.5. Tit. 1. 15. is not meant of religious 
fan&ification, but for civill uſes : whereas the children of be- 
leevers are otherwiſe holy, namely, in reſpeR of the coven = 
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ef grace and Church of God, as is abundancly proved before, 
where, as they have naturally {inne and unrighte- 
Adam, ſo they. have holinefſe and rightcouſneſle. 


'* by thegrace of Gad .in Chrift. Alſo by Gen, 17. compared with 


Rom. 4. 1 where Abrahams (and all faichfull mens ) children: 


are with their Parents in the covenant of grace, nd have the ſeal 


of the righteouſneſſe of Faith. And upon this ground doth Pay} . 
ftrongly prove thebelecyers might keep their unbeleeving wives, 
becauſe the Children which they had by fuch, were (by teaſon- - 


that one parent wasa Chriſtian ) holy, to wit, with holineſle of 


the Covenant made with the fajchfull and their ſeede; 


Andin 


this reſpe& the Children of thoſe that ace in the Covenant, are 
born unto.ctheLard, and to be his Children, Fzek.16. 
$. 20, 21. whereas in the other reſpeR, all children in the world 
are the Lords, Exod. 19.5. And ſo the Children of the Church 
are called the holy ſeede, differing herein from the ſeed. of other 
people, Ezra 9. 2, 3. which if theſe oppoſites had underſtood, 
they could not thus have ſtumbled at the Apoſtles words, and 


faid to 


wrefted his meani 


\ But they plead further, That the Apoſile ſaith not, elſe were your 
Iafants, but elſe were your. Children uncleane, bit now they gre ho» 
ly : ſo that allthe children of unbeleevers are asboly by this place as it- 


fants, &c. and ſa muſt be baptized, 


Anſw. Herein they ſeek to pervert.the ſtraight ways of God': 
 Asifehey ſhould ſay : God ( when he made with Abrahamthar 

excrlaſting covenant which circumciſion was a ſeale ofYfaidnor 
that he would be a God unto him and to his Tnfanrs atter nim, 
but to. his feed, Gen. 17; 7, fo that al} the fecd of Abraham 
(Iſbmaelites, Edowites, &c. ) were as holy, and.as well within the 
Covenant of grace and to be circumciſed, as the Ifraclices which 


were the generation of 7ſaac. 


But they ſhould. obſerve that the Covenant of ntercy paſſeth 
from the Father to the children-from. age to ape, even to the 
thouſand generation, if they love God and keep his commande- 
mengs..: . wheres if rhey turne away and hate hirn,he viiitetti 
their iniquity, Fxod. 20. 5,6. Ez*k, 18.9. 1c: 13. children of be- 
leevers when they are borne of their parents ( and all arevorne 
infants ) arcall inthe covcnanc with their parents ;and were of 
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- old to be Circumcilcd, are now to be baptized. If the children 
be of years when their parents enter imo the covenant, either 
they affent and enter into covenant wich them, or they difſenc 
and. enter not. So Tſbmael Abrahams child, being taught of 
his Father'to keepethe way of the Lord ( Ger. 18.8. )) and nor 


dilobeying, he was with his Father Circumciſed at rhirterne * 


yeares of age, Geneſ. 17.25. Likewiſe all children now afſcar= 
ing unto, and walking in the Faith with their parents, are 
_ ..to be baprized at what age ſoryer. But when Iſhmael fell 
from his Obedience, chen was he caft out of Abrabany houſe, 
and was no longer counted for Abrahams ſeede, but in T/adc 
was his ſeed called, Geneſis 21. 10. 12. Iſhmael was ſtill 4bra- 
hams ſeed and child in nature, according to the fleſh; but he 
continued not Rtill the child of the covenant, Gal. 4. 29, 30. 
nor Abrahams {eed according to the promiſe. Even ſo, if chil- 
dren of belcevers now being of underftanding, doe refuſe the 
Faith of Chrift, or fall from it, they are to be kept ouc' of the 
Church, or caſt out from ic: and ſo. the ſeale of grace 3nd fal- 
vation, belongeth not unto them ( Ezekiel 18. 24. 2 Chron. 
15.2. Matth.3. 7, 9, 10. ) asitbelongeth to all the infants of 
the faithfull, and to all their children ( of what age ſoever ) 
that received the faith of Chrift, and abide in it with them, 
Arid theſe men greatly miſtake if they thinke we hold children 
are to be baptized, or are holy, becauſethey are our children by 
nature - for ſo they are children of wrath, Epbeſ. 2.3. ) but 
they archoly, and ſo have the ſealevvf ſalvation, ſe God 
hath graciouſly accepted them into his covenant with our 
ſelves : and keepeth them in it untill they fall from faithand 
obedience of Chrift ; evenas we our ſelves continuein the cove- 
nant whiles we continuein the Chriftian Faith, andno 1 A 
2 Tim, 2. 12. As wee are the children of the firſt Adam, wee 
are all finners, diſobedieat, unrighteous, and under condem- 
nation : but as we arethechildren of the ſecond Adam (Chriſt) 
weare all holy, made obedient, righteous, and heirs of fal- 
vation , according to the Apoftles Do@riue in Romans 5. 
JJ. Zls 
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' of Baptizing Infants, | _ 
| '- Againſt another proofe for Baptiſme of Infants, gathered- 
+ from Panls: words in 1 Cor. 10: 1,-2, &c. where he ſpeakech 


| ofall the Iſraelites-Bapriſme jn the cloud and: in-the ſea : they 


6g 


F fro gle with: little reaſon or colour of cructh, Far ( to omit / 


on of the Baptiſme that ſaveth us : for as the Ark ſavedthoſe 


'F - Firſt; they ſay, Moſes did not at all baptize them with water, 
F And:why? Was there no water (thinke they )_in the cloud 
3 and in the ſea? Let-them 'confider Exd. 14. 24425. compa» 
4 red wich Pſal. 77. 16, 17, &c.. and they may ſee there was 
| water enough inthe cloud: and they will not fay (Ichink) 


F that there was-no water in the ſea; All owrward baptizing 


4 or waſhing, :muſt-beiwithwater, or ſome other liquour; It 
1} they were not baptized'with watcr, what other liquor were 
they baptized in? Not with blood, as inthe Bapeiimeof ſu 
| fering death tor Chrifts ſake, which chey impertinently men» 
| ticn. Nor with wine or ſtrong drink: for. they found none 
F -Auch in.the Wildernefle. It they can ſhew nothing butwates 


Pager 45+ 


om drowning; fo the I{raclites- were all under the cloud and p Uge1.4.3» 


_ tobaptize then» in, Jet them deny no more ( for-ſhame-). that. 


' they rwere baprized with, water. God, fpake £0 or fathers by 


. 


]. the: Prophets ar ſundry times ( or in * ſundry parts, as 18 
| Mere by piece-meal) as the Apoſtle reachceh,Heb. 1.'x, 1 
4 © By Moſes he ſhewed how (the cloud; vemoved.trom before 
4 rae, arid-tgaod behind then: ('asi they paſkd+ through the 
F £2), and gaverhery Ugh etaes darkriefle.co the Z#g ae" 
= 3 . aac. 
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Rog. 1 6. 
28, 25. 


1 Cor. 19. 
I, 2. 
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-myſtery uv hich betore was kept {ecret ; namely, how this paſ- 
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'and from this fiery cloudy pillar the Lord looking, troubled 
the ZXgyptians, and cook: off their Chariot wheels, that they 


dave them heavily, Exo4. 24. 19, 20, 24 25-- This being 
briefly and ebſ{cucely told by Mo es, God atcer by Aſaph anus 


ther Prophcr, who ſkeweth the manner vtit; haw nor onely 


che watets of the Sea ſaw the Lord, when they fled and par- 
red ; buc the clouds alſo (from above) powred out water 
whin they rained ; the skie ſent out a ſound by' thunder, &c. 
thus the ground being fofrencd with the raine, occaſioned 


- the Chariot wheels of the Eg yptions ( ticking in the mire ) ta 


fall off, and hindred their purſuit, Pſal. 77. 26. &c. Atter 


taught by Gods Spirit )) maniteſteth the 


fage under the cloud (( which rained ) and through the ſca-was 
a Bapriſme to the Tſraelites : even as Chriſtian mens waſhings 
in rivers or veſſells, was a Baptiſmetothem. Angl as the Man- 
na which Iſrael cate, and water from the Rock which they 


.dranke, was the ſame fpirituall meat and. drinke which ve 


have ſignified by Bread and Wine in the Lords Supper, ſo 
their waſhing in the cloud and ſea, and.our. waſhing in veſ- 
ſels or rivers, is ſpiritually the ſame Baptiſme. From hence 
we gather the Baptizing of our infants by two arguments: 
1. All our fathers ( ſaith Paul ) were baptized in the cloud and ſta; 
therefore ( ſay we) infants.; for ſeing there was no other 

tiſme bur that in the cloud and ſea, ſuch of our-fathers as then 
were infants, were at that time baptized, or elſe many ofour 
fathers ( even all the- infants of many thouſand families ) were 
never baptized; which is contrary to the Apoſtles dodtrine. 
And if infants had baptiſme under Moſes, it cannot ( without 
any- colour of reaſon }) be denyed them under C 2. In 
that the Apoſtle teacheth us, that the extraordi and cem- 
porary ſacraments ( or ſeals of ſalvation ) which Iſrael had, 
were the ſubſtance and truth which we now have, though 
Moſes doth not ſo expreſſe: it followeth upon like greund, 
that their ordinary ſealsz namely, Circumcifion and the 
Paſſeover, were the ſame in truth and ſubſtance wich Baptiſme 
and the Lords Supper which we now have. And being the 


ſame, as infants had Circumcifion then, ſo they areto have Bap- 
eifincnow. Seco 


ndly, 
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Secondly, whereas they ſay that of Moſes was called baptiſme 
by-compariſon, as if it were not properly baptiſme: they 
ſwerve from the right way ; it was as truely and properly 
baptiſme to them, as ours is to. us, though the manner of 
adminiffcation . differ : even as their Manna-and Water were 
as truely and properly the ſacrament of Chriſtsbudy and blood 
to them, as Bread and Wine in the Lords Supper are to us. 
Otherwiſe the Apoſtle ſhould not ſay truly, thar they were the 


ſame, 1 Cor. 10.3, 4+ ; 
Thirdly, Noabs Ack is not called the figure of Baptiſme, as 


theſe corrupters of Scripturetell us : but baptiſme ( faith the 
Apoſtle) is a like figure ( or antitype ) 1 Pet. 3. 21. So that 


_ the ſaving by water of eight men in the Arke, was a type or 


figure; and the ſaving of a few now by water in Baptiſace, is 
ananticype, orlike figure; both of them figuring ſalvation by 
the death of Chriſt. | 

Fourthly, neither doe theſe men ſet downe the reaſon fully 
and rightly, why they are ſaid to be baptized ; namely, Becauſe 


the Cloud and Sea was their ſafety, as Noabs Arke was : for though it 


may-in ſome ſenſe be granted, that theſe were their ſafety, as 


'Baptiſme is our ſafety (tor it is ſaid to ſave us, 1 Pet. 3. 21.) yet- 


properly they were ſaid to be baptized in the cloud and ſea, be- 
cauſe they were ip them ſacramentally waſhed from their {ins, 
and planted together in the likeneſſe of his death, burial, and re- 


furreQion, as we are now by baptiſme, Rom. 6. 3, 4, 5.Thecload: 


ſerved chem for threeuſes: 1, To proteQt andkeep them ſafe, 
Eſay 4. 5, 6. 2. To guide them in che way chat they ſhould 
goe, Numb. g. 17, &c. Exod. 13. 21: and theſe two were ordi- 


nary. 3. To baprtize them by powring downe water, :andthis- 


was extraordinary, and but one time in the red ſea, tor ought 
ppinge, Andin this reſpe&, Paul ſaith, they were Baprized 
it, 
_ Fifthly, their laſt ſpeech of Injoyning Infants to: ſuffer per fe- 
ention, get asto RR chem, fpaken Lore ——_— 
for as we injoyn not infatits to be baptized, though webaprize 
them; ſo can wenot injoyn them to futter\perſecution. Bur 
thiewe ſay.and know.; as infants ace bapcized inco Chriſt, ſo 


| oftentimes they ſutfer perſecution for Chriſt, being with their 
KR 2- parents 


*1 
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prvenes aflited, impriſoned, baniſhed, &c. yea and bereaved 
| 


cirſelfe; ſo that they have even the baptiſme of bloottor 
martyrdome alſo. | *" 4*F20[}þ 
Whereas we find mention of whole houſholds to'have been 


"baptized by the Apoſtles ; from whith example it is probably 


Paget 45. <gtv , that infancs alſo were baptized. Againſtthis they 


Mat, 10. 
13, bqs 


1 Cor. 7. 


4 3>-I6, 


Pagel 43. 


 Tnjants. 


ſpate thus. 41. There are many houſbolds in which there are 
Anfw. This is true; and it is alfo true that in many. there 
are infants ; therefore this argument is propounded but as pro- 
'bablc, not as certaine, i 
2. They ſay, Tt is moſt fure, as the Apoſtle prafliſed in one hou 
'bold, fo they pratiiſed _ Bat in the Jayt#r> houſe they baptized 
ſuch as they preached the Word unto, and ſuch as believed, As 16. 


31, 34. and this 4s moſt plaine, that infants .canot heare nor be- 


Anſw. 1c is not moſt ſure, but altogether unlikely, as them- 
ſelves, I chink, will acknowledge, For there is no likelihocd 
that all houſholds ro whom the —_— preached, did belecve 
-Evcry one in them), though ſome did. And they grant none but 
'beleevers were baptized, So then if the good man of the 


"houſe, and themen onely believed, they onely there, none but 
' men were baptized ; if women onely beleeved, they onely were 


baptized. Therefore the Apoſtles praiſe was not alwayes 
alike in reſpe& of the perſons they baptized : So for infants, 
ſuch houſes as had none, we eaftly grant that no infants were 
there baptized.;But ſuchas had infants, their parents belceving, 
Wwe wy ge their infants were baptized; for there is no ex- 
ception ofinfanrs at all in any placeofthe Apoſtles adts. 

The barre which they put,that infants carmot beare nor beleeve, 
ts ſoone removed. We know infants can heare, though not 
with underſtanding : we know alſo ( and have proved be- 
fore) that they believe though nor aftually, or profeſſantly. 
And this faith begun in them in their Regeneration, is a ſuffici- 
ent ground why infants fhould be baptized, as I have former- 


- 1y manifeſted. | 


"Finallyj unto Chriſts words, Mark 16. 14. Suffer yee little 
children to come unto me, &c, for of ſuch is the Kinadome »f m_ : 


\ 


\ 


PY 
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they ſay, Tt-is not ſaid, infants are of the Ringdonte of Heaven 
| 6 k obeyers n Je pel, Luke 4. 43+ Hut 'that they that 
. | ienfer into the Kingdome of Heaven, muſt become as little Children, 
for of ſuch is _ #he Kingdome of God; And this is Chriſts mean- 
"ing, men muſt be converted and recerve' the \Kingdome of God as a 
LNG , 0 -: | | Rs. v7! 130 \ 
:  Anſw. They ſpeake Itke Children in underſtanding. Firkh, . 
the people brought young Children rome unto Chriſt, noc 
"men converted and become like Children, Mzrk 10.13. For © 
the Children the Difciples rebuked the bringers ; for their re- | 
" buking, Chriſt was much difpleaſed, and ſaid, Suffer the little 
*Children to come unto me, What reaſonable creature will now 
[deny that Chriſt ſpeaketh here of Children in years, not of 
old” men like Children > The Children that were brought, 
Chriſt tooke wp in his arms, put his bands on them, and bleſſed 
them: may wethink he took up aged perſons? Secondly, the 
: reaſon why he would haye ſuch Children ſuffered ro come 'to 
him, is, G of. ſuch is the Kingdome of God, Mark 10. 14. Ifhe 
had not meant this of young Children themſelves, bur of men 
like Childrenin ſome condition, there had been no weight in 
his words ; but the people might have brought unto him up- 
* on that ground, Doves and Serpents for Chriſt to lay hands 
nand blefſe: for as godly men muſt in ſome things be like 
Children, 1 Cor. 14. 20. ſo muſt they in ſome things alſo be 
like Serpents and like Doves, Mat. 10. 16. Thirdly, they 
wreft the Text when they expound, For of ſuch is the King- 
dome of God; thus, forof ſuch like : as if Chriſt meant not the 
children properyy, bur ancienter men, like ſuch Children.They 
might even as well ſay, that when Paul writerh, Theſeech thee, 
being ſuch a one as Paul the aged ( Philem, verſ. 9.) that hee 
ſpeaketh not this of him(ſelfe, but of ſome other man like him- 
ſie, that made requeſt for Oneſimus. But ignorant and un- 
ſtable men, will pervert all Scriptures to their owne perdition. 
| Thar infants of the faithful are indeed of the Kingdom of God, 
* -isbeforeproved, from Rom. 5. and many other Scriptures. 
Now, whereas Chrift bleſſed the Children ; they rell us, hee 
baptized them not, which we grant ; but if they which were 


by nature children of wrath and curſe, were now by grace 
made - 
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 »- », £.Cenſure upon a Babjne, eve. RG 
made children ofbleſſing.in heiſt; then were they indeed of thie 
Kingdome of God, and ſuch as might receive baptiſine, the figne 
and ſcale of bleſſedneſſe.;, . © ll 
. Laſtly, they ſay 4 Meſſing to.infants to be created, to (ive, to - 
in ſtature, wiſedome, &c. to have their fight, their limbs, &e. . 

ſo that Chriſti bleſſings extend as'welt to this life, as that which ito 
. © Anſw, All Gods benefits for this life and thenext, are indeed : 
bleſiings: But Chriſt bleſſed not thoſe children with any ſuch 7 
worldly temporall bleſſing parcicularly ; but gave them the bleſ« ? 
ſmg ofGod ingenerall : and men. are too preſumptuous, . that } 
will without due proofe reſtraine that to ſome particulars which 
the Lord bath not reftrained. We know that our bleſſednefle- | 


from God in Chriſt, is our eternall ſalvation, Rom. 4. 6, &c, It 


was his laſt farewell to his beloved Diſciples, to lift up bis hands 
and blefſe them, Luke 24.50. and it is the ſumme of the Goſpel, | 
that in Abrahams ſeed that is Chriſt ) all Nations ſhall be bleſ- ? 
ſed, Gal. 3. 8. This grace Abrabams infants had, this grace Chriſt } 
gaveto little children, and the ſame he vouchſafes to continue 
unto us-and to our children throughoat their generation, 3 


ſerving us and them from the curſe of An iftrie, whereby ſo b 
many errors are diſperſed, Scriprures-wr and ſouls peryer- ; 


